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Abstract. The article examines the features of the doctrinal basis of the Norwegian policy in the Arctic, as well as the
military-political strategy to ensure the security of the region. The doctrinal framework of Norwegian policy will put Arctic
strategy at the forefront. It has been established that Norway owns the systemic regulation of the legal issues of the
Arctic region among the Scandinavian countries, serving at the same time as a kind of model for working out
mechanisms to defend interests at the regional and international levels. At the same time, it is Norway that owns an
innovative approach to the development of hydrocarbons in the Arctic, to the development of a green economy, which
are based on environmental protection, the introduction of science-intensive technologies, incl. alternative energy
sources. The doctrinal basis of Norwegian policy towards the Arctic region is characterized by specific directions, where
the priority is mainly international cooperation, business development, knowledge development, infrastructure,
environmental protection and emergency preparedness. The conceptual basis of Norway's doctrines in the field of
Arctic region policy consists of the integration of knowledge, science and business, with the aim of sustainable
development of the Arctic. In the doctrinal basis of Norway, security issues and the military-political strategy in relation
to the Arctic region play an important role. These issues are regulated by such international relations as NORDAC
(Nordic Armaments Cooperation), NATO and the maintenance of bilateral relations and partnership with Russia. In
Norway's security policy, the main role is played by the NATO strategy, which is based on systemic exercises of
practicing military action in the Arctic and the fulfillment of certain missions by Norway due to the recent Crimean events.
Keywords: Arctic region, doctrinal basis of Norway, Arctic strategy, military policy, military-political strategy,
international cooperation.
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AHpaTtna. Makanaga ApkTukagafbl HOPBErvsnblK casicaTTblH AOKTPUHAINbIK HETi3iHiH epeKwenikrepi, coHpan-ak
anMakTblH, KayincisairiH kamTamMachl3 eTyfiH ackepu-casicu cTpaTermsicbl KapacTblipblnFaH. HopBernsanblk cascaTTblh,
OOKTPMHAanbIK Heridi ApKTuKanblk cTpaTternsiHbl GipiHWi opbiHFa Kosabl. Hopeerns — CkaHanHaBWs enaepiHii apacbiHaa
ApKTVKanbIK anMakTblH, KYKbIKTbIK MacenenepiH XXyneni Typae peTTey XyMbICbIMEH epeKleneHei, COHbIMEH KaTtap
DOacka MeMmnekeTTep YLUIH aiMaKTbIK XXoHe Xanblkapanblk AeHrenae o3 MyaneciH Kopray MexaHu3MiH a3ipneyaiH ynrici
b6onbin Tabbinagbl. Hopeerns ApKTukagarbl KOMIpCYTEK KOPbIH Urepyre, KopluaraH OpTaHbl KopfrayfFa, Ganamarnbl
3HepreTVka MeH fbifbiMObl KaXeT eTeTiH TexHonormanapabl eHridyre HerisgenreH >acbinl 3KOHOMWKaHbl JambITyaa
WHHOBaUMANbIK Ke3kapacbiMeH epekweneHeni. HopBervsiiblH  ApKTUMKanblK anMMakka KaTbICTbl CcasCaTblHbIH
[OOKTPUHAarbIK Heri3i HaKTbl 6afbITTapMeH cunaTTanagpbl, oHaarbl 6acbiMabl, HerisiHeH xanblkaparnblk bIHTbIMAKTACTbIK,
6usHec neH Ginimai AambITy, UHMPAKYPLINbLIM, KOpLUaFraH OpTaHbl KOpFay >kaHe TeTeHLUe Xafaavnapra OanblHObIK
b6onbin Tabbinagbl. HopBerusiHbiH ApKTMKa anMarblHOaFbl CasiCuM OOKTPUHaNapbiHbIH - TYKbipbIMAAManblK Herisi
ApKTMKaHbIH TypaKTbl 4aMybl MakcaTbiHAa Oinim, FbinbiM MeH 6usHecTiH GipiryiHeH Typaasl. Hopservsa goktpuHaceiHaa
ApKTUKanblK anMakka KaTbICTbl Kayinci3gik Mmacenenep MeH ackepu-cascu ctpaTerna maHpl3abl pen atkapagbl. byn
macenenep NORDAC (CkaHavHaBuanbIK —Kapy-Xapak bIHTbIMakTacTbifbl), HATO cuskTbl  Xxanblkapanbik
KaTblHacTapMeH >aHe PeceliMeH ekikaKTbl KapbliM-kaTblHAC MNEH CepiKTeCTiKTi Kongay apkblnbl peTTenegi.
HopBgerusHbIH kayincizaik cascaTeinaa 6actel pent HATO ctpaterusicel 6onbin Tabbinagbl, on ApKTukagarbl 8CKepm ic-
KMMbINAbIH, KyWeni XaTTbifynapblHa keHe COHfbl KblpbiM okuFanapbiHa GainaHbicTel HopBerusiHelH Genrini Gip
Muccuanapabl OpbliHAayblHA HEri3genreH.

TyniH ce3pep: ApkTuKanblk anmak, HopBervsiHblH OOKTPUHanNbIK Herisi, ApKTUKanblK cTpaTernsl, ackepu cascar,
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acKepu-casicu cTpaTterusi, XxanblkapanblK bIHTbIMAKTaCTbIK.
JEL koaTtapsbl: Y80, F52, N44.

AHHOTaums. B ctaTbe paccmaTpnBaloTcs 0COGEHHOCTU JOKTPUHAMBHOW OCHOBbI HOPBEXCKON MONUTUKM B APKTUKE, a
TakkKe BOEHHO-MoONUTUYeckas crpaternsa no obecneveHuto 6e3onacHOCTV AaHHOrO pernoHa. [JokTpuHanbHas OCHoBa
HOPBEXCKOM MONUTUKM CTaBMT BO [faBe yriia apKTUYecKylo cTpaTernio. YCTaHoBneHo, 4To Hopserun npuHaanexmt
CMCTEMHOE perynvMpoBaHue NpaBoBbIX BOMPOCOB APKTUYECKOro pervoHa cpean CKaHAMHABCKWUX CTPaH, NMOCAYXXVB Npu
3TOM oOnpedeneHHon Moaenbi no npopaboTke MexXxaHM3MOB OTCTaMBaHUSA WHTEPECOB Ha perMoHanbHoOM U
MexayHapogHoMm ypoBHAX. lMpu 9ToM MMeHHO HopBeervn npuHagnexuT WHHOBaLMOHHBLIN NOAXOA4 MO OCBOEHMIO
yrneBOAOPOAHOrO Chipbsi B APKTMKE, NO pa3BUTUIO 3EMEHOM 9KOHOMMUKM B OCHOBE KOTOPbIX NEXUT 3aLumuta oKpyxaroLlemn
cpedbl, BHeApPEHWe HayKOeMKMX TEXHOMNOIUIA, B T.4. anbTepHaTUBHbLIX NCTOYHUKOB 3Hepruun. [JokTpuHanbHas ocHoBa
HOPBEXCKON MOMUTUKN B OTHOLLEHUW APKTUYECKOrO PEerMoHa xapakTepusyeTcs KOHKPETHbIMU HarnpasneHusamu, rae B
npuopuTeTe B OCHOBHOM MEXAyHapogHoe COTPYAHWYECTBO, OOMEH 3HaHWAMM, passuTMe MHAPACTPYKTYpPbI, 3awuTa
OKpy>XatoLen cpedbl 1 obecneyeHne roToBHOCTM K YpesBblyalHbIM cuTyaunsam. KoHuenTyanbHas OcHOBa AOKTPUH
Hopsernn B 06nact noNUTUKN APKTUHECKOrO permoHa COCTOUT M3 UHTerpaummn 3HaHus, Haykm n 6usHeca, ¢ Lenblo
YCTONYMBOrO OCBOEHMSA ApKTUKW. B AokTpuHanbHoOW ocHoBe HopBerun HemanoBadkHyl pofib UrpaeT BOMpoChl
6e30nacHOCTM WM BOEHHO-MONMUTMYECKas CTpaTerns No OTHOLIEHUO ApKTUYECKOro pervoHa. 3TuM  BOMPOCHI
perynupyoTca TakuMn mexayHapoaHeiMu oTHoweHusmu, kak NORDAC (Nordic Armaments Cooperation), HATO n
nopAepxaHve OBYCTOPOHHMX OTHOLLEHUI 1 napTHepcTBa ¢ Poccuen. B nonutuke 6e3onacHocTn Hopeernm oCHOBHYHO
ponb urpaet ctpaterna HATO, koTopas oCHOBaHa Ha CUCTEMHbIX Y4EHUSIX OTPabOTKN BOEHHbIX AEACTBUN B APKTUKE
W BbIMOMNHEHNS OonpeAeneHHbIX MMCCUMN CO CTOPOHBLI HopBernn B cuny nocniegHnX KpbIMCKUX COBbITUN.

KnioueBble crnoBa: APKTUYECKUI pervoH, OOKTpUHanbHas ocHoBa HopBerunu, apktudeckas ctpaTterusi, BOeHHas
nonuTrKa, BOEHHO-NOMNUTUYECKas cTpaTerus, MexayHapoaHoe coTpyaHUYECTBO.

JEL kopabl: Y80, F52, N44.

Introduction territories border on each other: Russia,
the Arctic region is one of the most Norway, Denmark, Iceland, Finland and
important, strategic regions in world politics. Sweden. The borders of the States of the
Despite its geographical remoteness from region are determined by international law —
world centers, where modern geopolitical the 1982 UN Convention on the Law of the
trends are being developed, the Arctic Sea (Convention the United Nations on the
appears to be a strategic region for the law of the sea, 1982). Despite the fact that
Northern states. The measurement of the delimitation of borders is determined by
international relations in the Arctic is international law, there are a number of
multilateral, and covers various aspects of problems. For example, regional participants
interstate cooperation, and to some extent have common disputes over some territories,
rivalry (dsthagen, 2021). Modern trends in as there was a dispute between Russia and
international relations, such as the Norway, but in September 2010, an
consolidation of the common foreign policy of agreement was signed on the delimitation of
the European Union, the confrontational maritime spaces and cooperation in the
state of relations between Russia and the Barents Sea and the Arctic Ocean (Treaty
West, in particular with NATO, the between the Kingdom of Norway and the
geopolitical rise of China and its Russian Federation concerning Maritime
implementation of an active geo-economic Delimitation and Cooperation in the Barents
strategy, global environmental climate Sea and the Arctic Ocean, 2010). Although
change, all this undoubtedly actualizes the some countries in the region have still not
Arctic the policy of the states participating in come to a resolution of territorial disputes:
the formations of regional policy in the North. Denmark and Canada are in disputes over
The global significance of the regions the ownership of the Hans Island in the Arctic
of the North and the Arctic is determined, Ocean and disputes between the United
first, by their role in shaping the planet's States and Canada over the delimitation in
climate; secondly, the presence of huge the Beaufort Sea region (Mitchell, 2014,
reserves of natural resources, in particular, Bunik, 2018).
hydrocarbons in the offshore fields of the Recently, the military dimension of the
Arctic; thirdly, the military-strategic and Arctic policy has also become more active.
transport-communicative significance of the An important role and political and
region. psychological base was played by the
The Arctic region covers in territorial process of growing confrontation between
dimension eight sovereign states that have Russia and the West since 2014. Russia and
an exclusive economic zone (EEZ) and their NATO (the United States, Canada, Norway
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and Denmark, as Arctic members of the
alliance) regard the Arctic region as an
important strategic hub, as well as in terms
of conducting a hypothetical war, and the
plan for the development and modernization
of military infrastructure in the region. Since
2006, NATO has been conducting active
military exercises in the region. Russia also
notes the importance of the Arctic region in
the strategic development of the country, and
this contributes to the strengthening and
development of the modernization of
Russia's military infrastructure, primarily
related to the Navy (Northern Fleet).
(Strategia  razvitia  Arkticheskoi  zony
Rossiiskoi  Federasii |  obespechenia
nasionalnoi bezopasnosti na period do 2020
goda). In any case, the growing tension
between NATO and Russia is making military
rivalry in the region actual.

The economic potential of the Arctic is
also increasing, which is associated with
environmental transformations in the region.
According to the US Geological Society, the

Arctic  territories of Russia, Norway,
Greenland, the USA and Canada contain
approximately 22% of the world's

undiscovered oil and natural gas resources
(Budzik, 2009, Peter, 2010, Tarantol, et al.,
2019, Morgunova, 2016, Egorov, et. al.,
2021, Morgunova, 2020). Climate change
directly affects the geopolitics of the region.
The region is growing in importance in terms
of the opening of new commercial maritime
routes and resource development. The
ecological issue, which is an integral part of
the doctrine of the sovereign states of the
region, also plays an important and even
central role. The peculiarities of the Arctic
region reflect the inseparability of
environmental issues with the parameters of
economic cooperation.

The parameters of the Arctic policy
remain not only regional, but it should be
noted that they also cover the global sphere.
So already, countries such as China and
Australia are developing their own doctrines
and strategies for participation in Arctic
politics.

Currently, almost all countries
interested in the Arctic pursue similar goals.
Firstly, these are economic interests,
including natural resource and transport and
logistics interests; secondly, geopolitical and
closely related military-strategic interests;
thirdly, ecological and climatic and other
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research interests, both fundamental
theoretical and various scientific and applied.

Thus, the identification of the specifics
of the foreign policy strategy in the Arctic
region, in particular for the member countries
of the Alliance, is relevant. Norway's security
policy has always been based on the format
of multilateral relations within the Alliance,
and Norway is the only country in the region
that does not adhere to a policy of neutrality,
unlike Sweden and Finland, so Norway's role
here is indisputably important (Kalibekuly,
2021).

The purpose of this work is to
determine the specifics of Norway's foreign
policy strategy in relation to the Arctic region,
including an analysis of the doctrinal
foundations of Norwegian policy towards the
Arctic and the format of regional cooperation
within a different dimension.

Doctrinal foundations of Norwegian
Arctic policy

The first doctrine on the Arctic was
formalized in 2003 (Norwegian Ministries,
2017; Norway’s Arctic Strategy - Between
Geopolitics and Social Development, 2020;
Norwegian Minister of Foreign Affairs, 2018;
Osborne, 2018). Norway is one of the
countries in the region that adhered to a
systematic and doctrinal policy on the Arctic.

The document entitled "The Strategy of
the Norwegian Government for the High
North" (2006) was important in shaping
Arctic policy not only for Norway, but also for
other countries in developing their own policy
on the Arctic (The Norwegian government’s
high north strategy, 2006). The northern
regions came to the fore and were
established by Norway as the most
strategically important area, after careful
research and parliamentary  reports
(@sthagen, 2021). This was primarily due to
the development of Arctic resources within
the exclusive economic zone, which Norway,
as a member state of the Arctic Five, had the
right to (Brunstad et al., 2009; dsthagen,
2021).

This strategy was updated in 2009,
with a focus on the development of
environmental knowledge and science, as
well as business, but retaining the concepts
of its predecessor (New Building Blocks in
the North. The next Step in the Government's
High North Strategy, 2009).

Norwegian Prime Minister l.
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Stoltenberg played an important role in the
development of regional cooperation in the
Arctic during his reign, emphasizing the
uniqueness of the region (Moe, et all, 2010).

In 2011, the Norwegian government
prepared the document “High North. Visions
and Strategies" (The High North - Visions
and Strategies, 2011). The last official
document of the Norwegian government is
Norway's Arctic Strategy - between
geopolitics and social development, 2017. It
emphasizes that the Arctic region is an
integral part of Norway's domestic and
foreign policy and consisted mainly of an
analysis of environmental protection,
security issues, business development and
infrastructure. The conceptual basis of this
document was the creation of conditions for
the integration of knowledge, science and
business, with the aim of sustainable
development of the Arctic.

In general, the doctrinal basis of the
Norwegian policy in the Arctic has
consolidated the following priority areas:
international cooperation, business
development, knowledge development,
infrastructure, environmental protection and
emergency preparedness.

The strategies highlight Norway's
seven main political priorities in the Arctic

Apktuke (New Building Blocks in the
North. The next Step in the Government’s
High North Strategy, 2009):

1. Development of knowledge about
climate and environment in the High North;

2. Improvement of the control
system, emergency response and safety of
maritime navigation in the Northern waters;

3. Promoting sustainable
development of offshore oil fields and
renewable marine resources;

4. Promoting the development of
land business;

5. Further development of
infrastructure in the North;

6. Maintaining sovereignty
strengthening cross-border cooperation;

7. Preserving the culture
ensuring the life of local minorities.

The concept of the first strategy
identifies three main areas: - “Knowledge,
Activity and Presence”. These three areas
create the conceptual framework for
Norway's  strategy. The  Knowledge
component includes the development of
scientific potential, the development of a

and

and
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scientific and educational base for the study
of the Far North and the Arctic region. Due to
environmental changes and the important
role of the Arctic in the ecosystem, the role of
science will be central to the development of
the region. Therefore, in the doctrine, the
educational and scientific potential is
considered as the core.

In the priority area of “Knowledge”
Norway sets the following goals:

1. Make every possible effort to ensure
that Norway is at the forefront of Arctic
knowledge;

2. Improve the quality of education and
access to knowledge and skills to enhance
innovation capacity and create a business
sector in the north;

3. Improve the quality of education at
all levels - from primary to higher.

Thus, the Norwegian Government
strives to ensure that the management of the
environment and natural resources,
including entrepreneurship and social
development, are based on reliable scientific
knowledge.

The “Activity” direction implies active
involvement in the economic sphere,
protection of the environment and natural
resources. Here it can be noted that the
direction "Activity" is associated with
economic and environmental activities,
where Norway is producing hydrocarbons,
the undoubted impact and consequences of
melting glaciers, as well as the integration of
these projects. That is, it can be noted that
such factors as the economy, technology,
and the management system are closely
interconnected with each other. Here, it is
worth paying tribute to the government of
Norway, taking into account the classic
assertion that economic production is more
harmful to the natural ecological system,
then the combination of environmental
research and a well-developed economic
policy leads to taking into account modern
trends and development.

Another important area is sustainable
business development in the Arctic. Norway
now has high hopes for new activities such
as marine biotechnology, energy, seabed
mining, shipping and tourism. The main
actions of the government in this direction
are: improvement of the supply system in the
north of Norway; promoting close and timely
dialogue  between industries,  Sami
representatives, local authorities and local
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communities; strengthening links between
the research community and the business
sector in northern Norway.

Environmental protection remains a
traditional trend. In this regard, Norway is
preparing a number of ambitious projects.
For example, the strategy mentions the
establishment of an oil spill preparedness
and response center and the collection of
plastic waste. Norway pins great hopes on
the contribution of the Arctic states to the
development of a worldwide seed storage on
about. Svalbard to conserve genetic diversity
and promote global food security.

The “Presence” direction includes a

related strategy, which includes the
development of the appropriate
infrastructure, taking into account the

conditions of the Far North, the development
of the necessary infrastructure, including the
military. Here, the military infrastructure
plays an important role due to the
geographical features of the region, and the
military confrontation between Russia and
NATO.

An interesting political-geographical
and socio-geographical feature of the Nordic
countries of the region is that in their
development infrastructures they "stretch"
downward, for example Canada, Sweden
and Finland. Therefore, infrastructure policy
is one of the important directions that
accumulates  with  other development
priorities. Under these conditions, the
Norwegian government has recognized "the
northern regions as the most strategically
important area in which Norway's efforts will
be directed in the coming years."

The  fourth priority area s
“infrastructure development”. The Norwegian
government defines the development of a
safe transport system as the main task in this
matter. Within the framework of the National
Transport Plan 2018-2029 preference is
given to projects in the north (National
Transport Plan 2018-2029). Also, the
government will work to ensure that the
entire country has access to a reliable and
functional digital infrastructure. Technologies
such as satellite navigation, communications
and surveillance are essential for search and
rescue, climate and  environmental
monitoring and surveillance.

The Norwegian Doctrine emphasizes,
above all, the importance of cooperation
within the Arctic Council and to help ensure
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that the Arctic Council, as a regional
institutional structure, remains the most
important  intergovernmental body for
cooperation in the region. The llulissat
Declaration, signed by the five Arctic coastal
states in 2008, identified the Arctic as a
"region of cooperation" and Norway, as one
of the states of the five Arctic countries, had
the right to act in accordance with UN norms.
Namely, Norway has a "peaceful" and
"cooperative” nature of regional policy
(Rowe, 2020). Proof of this is the fact that
since 2006 the Arctic Frontiers conference
has been held in Tromsg, where the number
of participants from different countries has
reached 3.5 thousand people. In addition, all
diplomatic measures in Norway were aimed
at working to neutralize the "tension" in the
High North (Ahlness, 2018).

As a world leader in technology for the
production of gas and oil on the Arctic shelf,
Norway invests in the development of
alternative energy sources and
environmental projects (Norway's follow-up,
2016).

Norway's cooperation with Russia in
the format of multifaceted cooperation in the
field of security, energy, ecology, socio-
cultural development is associated with the
national security strategy due to the
presence of Russian arsenals of nuclear
weapons on the Kola Peninsula (Kalibekuly,
2021). Despite the Ukrainian crisis, Norway
continues its multifaceted work in the north,
in accordance with the concept of the
Strategy 2017 (Norway's Arctic Strategy -
between geopolitics and social development,
2017). Nevertheless, Norway is showing its
concern over Russia's increasing military
activity in the Arctic and is developing a
regional security system. In solving regional
problems, Norway intends to refer to
international law, the 1982 UN Conventions
on the Law of the Sea.

Thus, Norway is the first country to
develop an Arctic strategy, while laying the
foundation for the legal framework for the
Arctic, which began reporting in 2003.
Despite the strategy based on the
development of the natural resources of the
Arctic and strengthening its sovereignty over
the archipelago and waters of Svalbard. The
doctrinal basis of Norwegian policy in the
Arctic is aimed at creating a highly developed
green economy, where the priority is the
protection of the environment and the rights
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of indigenous peoples, the desire to take a
leading place in the field of knowledge and
research in the Arctic.

The military dimension of Arctic
politics

The military dimension of Norwegian
politics is built on a coalition basis. The Arctic
dimension of Norwegian security policy and
the military-political strategy in the Arctic
focuses on such subjects of international
relations as NORDAC (Nordic Armaments
Cooperation), NATO and maintaining
bilateral relations and partnership with
Russia. Each of these three areas has its
own institutional and partner qualities and
characteristics.

NORDAC is a regional structure of the
Scandinavian countries, which ensures
negotiation and cooperation between the
countries of the region. It carries out a
number of specific obligations, which include
the following functions:

—Implementation of the purchases of
military equipment in the context of the
NORDAC program, adopted at the level of
the Ministers of Defense of Denmark,
Norway, Finland and Sweden in 1994;

—Development and implementation in
1997 of a joint transport and logistics system
for  participation and  support  of
peacekeeping operations - NORDCAPS
(Nordic Coordinated Arrangement for Military
Peace Support), including the participation of
the Nordic countries in NATO operations in
Afghanistan and the APR;

—Participation in the NORDSUP
(Nordic Defense Supportive Structures)
program in  November 2008, which
coordinates the efforts of the Nordic
countries in the areas of logistic support, joint
maneuvers at training grounds in the
northern regions of the region and training;

—Another important area was the
creation in 2008 of the "Nordic Battle Group",
which is the core of the EU's rapid reaction
force.

Five Nordic countries signed a
Memorandum of Understanding in Helsinki
on November 4, 2009, which announced “the
launch of an integrated program of North
European Defense Cooperation -
NORDEFCO (Nordic Defense Cooperation)
(Bengtsson, 2020). The main goal of the
collective-defensive  structure is  "to
strengthen the defense capabilities of the
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participants, to study opportunities for
synergy of their efforts and to find effective
common solutions."

Within NORDEFCO, there are five
main areas of cooperation:

—development of the military potential
of the participating countries;

—general policy in the field of arms
procurement;

—personnel and military education;

—conducting joint  exercises, in
particular in the North Calotte region, which
unites the northern territories of Norway,
Sweden and Finland,;

—joint operations.

Currently, military cooperation within
the framework of NORDEFCO is developing
within the framework of the strategic
document "Vision 2020", adopted in 2013,
and, more specifically, the action plan for
2014-2017. The most significant projects for
the short and medium term are:

—exchange of airspace surveillance
data;

—joint Norwegian-Swedish
procurement of new radars to replace
obsolete;

—creation of a northern European
ground-based air defense system;

—program for the acquisition of drones
for the Armed Forces of the participating
countries;

—program of joint military exercises
with the participation of the Baltic states;

—creation of a northern European
tactical link of military transport aviation.

It also should be noted that Nordic
countries including Norway as a key player
which has its interests and goals in the Arctic
region are working within the framework of
the strategic cooperation in the sphere of
defense with other Scandinavian states and
as consequences in 2013 came to the
decision of having a collaborative agreement
on maintenance of Norwegian and Danish
aviation. Moreover, it is highly likely that this
cooperation will only develop and will include
other military aspects taking into account the
change of Russian external affairs and
defensive policy.

Accordingly, NATO is extremely critical
as a supportive power for Norway when
talking about the presence of Russia and
other states in the Arctic territories even it is
for the research purposes. On the other
hand, Norway being a member of NATO has
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its own objectives like inspecting and
controlling the northern wing of the
organization including some areas of Arctic
region which is crucial for NATO since it is
the territory where the Russian military power
is located as well.

NATO is one of the key security
structures in  Norway's military policy.
Norway is primarily tasked with monitoring
the maritime and airspace of NATO's
northern flank, including parts of the Arctic
and the North Atlantic. These missions
include the following tasks, such as patrolling
the airspace and sea waters in the coastal
areas of Norway and adjacent waters to the
Arctic zone, where NATO forces intersect
with Russian military aircraft and the Russian
Navy.

Norway's security policy is developing
in the context of NATO's strategy and has
been updated after the Crimean events,
which undermined the Euro-Atlantic security
system. If earlier the Arctic security system
was mothballed in previous years, then since
the late 2000s and early 2010s, it has
significantly intensified. There are two main
critical elements that has changed the
western attitude towards Russian world and
turned upside down the defensive policy of
Norway and its close allies like Sweden and
Finland. First reason is the Russian military
power expanding towards the borders NATO
members which are respectively giving
countermeasures. Here, the role of Finland is
vitally important and worth of attention
because of it has “unfriendly neighbor”, with
1340 kilometers of border, moreover the
Crimean example clearly showed to these
countries that their territory might be at stake
too. As it is seen both factors took its origin
from Russia. As a result of it, the wide range
of military training has been carrying out in
some territories of the Arctic zone.

As a matter of fact, Norway and
Denmark as well as other North European
countries are not able to compete with
Russia’s, Chinese military and economical
capacity or with the influence they make and
have in the political arena which affects the
Arctic region. That is why these two
Scandinavian states encourage NATO and
want its political and military power to be the
part of their Arctic’'s so called strategic
operation and plans and interests. There are
even some strategies are being elaborated
regarding to the Arctic development. Later,

101

Ne2 (81) 2022

however, under the influence of Canada,
NATO refused to formulate a full-fledged
strategy in the High North.

In 2014, Norway announced a freeze
on military cooperation programs with Russia
for a year and maintained synergies in the
areas of search and rescue, maritime
security, coast guard and border services
(Security in the High North - Norwegian
Perspectives, 2014). In the military security
strategy of NATO's northern flank, the
Ukrainian crisis was the main negative
element. The greatest concern was caused
by incidents related to the violation of the
borders of Estonia, Finland and Sweden by
Russian military aircraft (Konyshev, et al.,
2017).

Due to the tension in the relations
between Russia and Western Hemisphere
caused by the Russian activeness in the
Arctic and its violations of international laws
and threatening the borders of the countries
mentioned above, we cannot miss
Norwegian Defense Minister's prophetic
speech where he said that NATO needs
regeneration due to current challenges and
circumstances and which can struggle
contemporary security issues and also he
claimed that it would take some time. Why
prophetic? It is because, nowadays we can
realize that he foresaw many things in terms
of the tension that is reaching its peak.
(Security in the High North - Norwegian
Perspectives, 2014).

Norway's plan for the development of
the Arctic within the framework of
NORDEFCO fully coincided with the joint
NATO activities of other Nordic countries, in
particular, it related to environmental, air and
water monitoring, the creation of rescue
units, educational programs (Konyshev, et
al., 2017). Nevertheless, Norway was in
favor of the intensification of NATO military
exercises and was ready to provide its
territory for conducting large-scale military
exercises. This is evidenced by the
statement of I.E. Sereide at the US Atlantic
Council meeting, where she notes: “The
initiative to improve interoperability of forces
is a good start. Exercises should be based
on realistic scenarios. In maneuvers, we
must learn to use the full range of our combat
capabilities. Future exercises should provide
mutual support and demonstrate deterrent
potential, with a focus on interaction”
(Security in the High North - Norwegian



MEMNEKETTIK BACKAPY XXOHE MEMJEKETTIK KbISMET

XanblkapanblK fblflbIMU-Tangay XypHarnbl

Perspectives, 2014).

Another dimension of Norwegian
politics is Russia, Norway's closest northern
neighbor. Before the events in Ukraine,
politics between Russia and Norway
developed quite dynamically. This was
reflected in the resolution of territorial
disputes, the conduct of joint military
exercises. So, for many years, Norway and
Russia conducted joint exercises "Pomor" in
the Barents and Norwegian Seas, in which
the navies of the two countries took part?.
The exercises covered such actions as joint
maneuvering, artillery firing at air and water
targets, countering submarines and air
attack weapons, and performing a number of
rescue operations.

Thus, the Arctic policy of Norway is
concentrated in two directions, where they
can be classified as follows: sub-regional,
which is expressed in NORDAC, the
implementation of the protective functions of
this organization, and NATO, the goal and
missions are more global in nature. The
Arctic strategy of NATO and Norway, as the
main northern member of NATO, is of a
systemic nature, but at the same time it is
part of the general NATO doctrine in the
Arctic and the Far North, where the United
States regards this zone as a place of
collision of interests with Russia. These
conditions only actualize the importance of
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