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Abstract. The article analyzes the influence of the Kazakhstani foreign policy elite in the context of the geopolitical
challenges of the present time. The article reflects a specific case of a geopolitical challenge as a military conflict
between Ukraine and Russia, the position and consequences for Kazakhstan. Relying on the idea of neo-Eurasianism
since the formation of our country and, accordingly, the priority tasks of the concept of foreign policy, Kazakhstan
invariably continues to move along the path of a multi-vector policy. Experts and analysts actively criticized and
supported the multi-vector policy in making foreign policy decisions. It is worth noting that the principles formed over
30 years in the country's foreign policy give fruitful results and solutions, but there are difficulties in the foreign economic
sphere, while having a huge arsenal for stable implementation, but since our country is an integral part of the system
of international relations, any challenge in the international arena affects both our country and all countries of the world.
The conclusions and recommendations in this article fully reveal the advantages of Kazakhstan over geopolitical threats
and challenges, in no way inferior to the great powers.
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AxpnaTtna. Makanaga kasipri 3amaHHbIH reocasicu CblH-TereypiHaepi XafjalblHoa KasakCcTaHAblK CbIPTKbl casicu
ANUTaHbIH biKNanbiHa Tangay xyprisinedi. Makanaga YkpavHa meH PeceiniH ackepu KakTbifbICbl peTiHae reocasicu
WakblpyablH, HaKTbl xafganbl, KasakcTtaH yuWwiH ycTaHbIMbl MeH cangapbl kepceTinreH. bisgiH enimia kanbinTackaH
caTTeH 6actan Heo- Eypoasusawbingblk naescbiHa XeHe TUICIHLLE CbIPTKbI casicu 6aFbIT TyKblpbiMAaMachkiHbIH, 6ackim
MiHOETTepiHe cylieHe OTbipbIn, KasakcTaH kenBeKTOpibl casicaT XONbIMEH inrepineyai xanracTteipyaa. Capanwsinap
MEeH Tanaylibinap CbIpTKbl CasicM Wewimaep kabbingayaa KenBeKTOpMbIKTbl Gencenai TypAae CbiHFa angbl XXeoHe
kongagbl. Enimisain cbipTKbl casgcatbiHaa 30 xbin 6obl KanbiNTackaH kKaFnmaaTTap XKeMiCTi HOTUKenep MeH Lwewimaep
xongapbliH 6epeTiHiH, 6ipak TypakTbl iCKe acblpy YLIiH YNKeH apceHanfa ne 6ona oTbipbin, ChIPTKbl SKOHOMMUKAnbIK
canaga KvblHObIKTap 6ap ekeHiH, Gipak 6i3giH eniMi3 xanbiKkapanblk kaTbiHacTap XyMeciHiH axelpamac Geniri 6onbin
TabbinaTbiHAbIKTAH, Xanblkapanblk apeHaaarbl Ke3 KeNnreH cbiH-TereypiH 6i3aiH enre ae acep eteni, anemHiH 6apnbik
engepi ae conain. Ocbl Makanagafrbl KOpbITbIHAbINAP MeH YCbiHbIMaap KasakcTaHHbIH reocasicn katepnep MeH CblH-
TereypiHgep angblHOarbl apThIKLWbIMbIFbIH TOMNbIK allbin KepceTedi, yNbl AepxaBanapgaH e kem Tycnengi.

TyniH ce3pep: cbipTKbl cascu anuTa, KasakctaH Pecnybnukacel, gunnomaTtusi, KenBeKTOpbl, WHTErpauus,
3KOHOMMUKArbIK Aamy.

JEL koaTtap: F5, O1, R1

AHHOTaumsA. B ctatbe NpPoOBOAMTCA aHanM3 BIIMAHMSA Ka3axCTAHCKOM BHELUHEMOINMTUYECKOW 3NUTbl B YCIOBUSX
reononIMTUYECKNX BbI30BOB HblHELLHErO BPpeMeHU. B cTaTbe oTpaxaeTcsi KOHKPETHBIN KeNC reonosIMTUYeckoro Bel3oBa
KaK BOEHHbIA KOHMNUKT YkpaumHbl U Poccun, nosuuma n nocnepcteus ans Kasaxcrtana. Onupasce Ha wuaewo
HeoeBpasMincTBa ¢ MOMEHTa OPMMUPOBAHMUSA Hallel CTpaHbl U COOTBETCTBEHHO MPUOPUTETHBLIX 3a4ay KOHUEMUMK
BHELLHENoNMTNYeckoro kKypca, KasaxcraH HeEM3MEHHO MpoJomkaeT ABUraTbCA MO MyTM MHOFOBEKTOPHOW MOMUTUKMU.
OKCnepTbl M aHANUTUKN aKTUBHO KPUTUKOBANM Y NOAAEPKUBANM MHOTOBEKTOPHOCTb B MPUHSITUM BHELLHEMNOMNUTUYECKMX
peleHnsix. CTOUT OTMETUTb, YTO NPUHLMMNLI CHOPMUPOBAHHbBIE Ha NPOTsXKeHMM 30 NeT BO BHELUHEN NOMUTUKN CTPaHbI
0atoT NNIOAOTBOPHLIE Pe3yrbTaTbl U NMYTU PELLUEHUIA, HO MMEKTCS CITOXXHOCTU BO BHELLHE3KOHOMUYECKON cdhepe, nmes
npyv 3TOM OrFPOMHON apceHan Ans CTaburnbHOM peanu3auum, HO Tak Kak Halla cTpaHa SBfsieTca HeoTbeMIieMOoWn
4YacTbo CUCTEMbI MEXAYHAPOOHBLIX OTHOLLEHMWI, N0BOI BbI3OB HA MEXAYHAPOAHOW apeHe BNUSIET Kak Ha Hally CTpaHy,
Tak 1 Ha BCe CTpaHbl Mupa. BbiBoabl M pekomMeHOauMn B AaHHOW CTaTbe MOMHOCTbIO pacKpbiBaOT NPeMMyLLEecTBa
KazaxcTaHa nepef reononMTUY4eCKMMU yrpo3amMm 1 BbI30BaMW, HUCKOSBKO HE YCTynasi BENUKUM OepKaBam.
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Introduction

The relevance of the research topic is
about current geopolitical shifts in Eurasian
continent. In this sense, the most suitable
research object is the position of Kazakhstan
in terms of transformed world and influence of
the foreign policy elite on these challenges.
Before starting with the theoretical part of this
article, we would like to mention the definition
of Kazakhstani foreign policy elite. The
Kazakhstani foreign policy elite is a category
of the elite that is directly responsible for the
implementation of the tasks set in accordance
with the concept of the foreign policy of the
Republic of Kazakhstan. This category
includes: the Head of State, the Minister of
Foreign Affairs, the diplomatic corps,
representatives of the defense structure, the
business elite, political experts.

Let's consider the  theoretical
framework of research article. The concept of
Eurasianism today is one of the philosophical
traditions, the futuristic orientation of which
contributes to its active revival. Thus modern
Eurasianism, while maintaining its connection
to its classical incarnation in the early 20th
century, has certainly changed significantly.
We can say that Eurasianism today is
represented by three main areas: academic,
applied and political. In the social and
humanitarian space, a term such as «neo-
Eurasianism» is increasingly heard, updating
the Eurasian tradition, but taking into account
a fundamentally different historical situation,
completely different development trends
inspired by modernity. Since gaining
independence, Kazakhstan has been actively
working to implement integration processes,
both in the direction of the Eurasian vector
and in the direction of the Central Asian
Union, taking into account the interests and
priorities of the Turkic world. Until now, the
initiatives of Kazakhstan in these areas have
not been properly understood, as well as the
wishes of other participants in the integration
processes. Today, however, we are seeing a
completely different trend.

There is also criticism from the
European expert world. One such expert is
Luca Ancheschi, Senior Lecturer at the
University of Glasgow, in his work «Kazakh
Foreign Policy Analysis: The Neo-Eurasian
Regime in the Age of Nazarbayev», examines
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the ideas and constructs associated with
Eurasia and the impact they had on shaping
Kazakhstan's foreign policy in the era of
Nazarbayev. He emphasized that in the book
he would like to refute two myths about
Kazakhstan's foreign policy: the myth of multi-
vectorism and the myth of Central Asian
regionalism. The first consists of various
official and generally accepted statements
that categorically declare the multi-vector
nature of Kazakhstan's foreign policy. He
believed that Kazakhstan's multi-vector
approach has been dead for the past 20
years, if by this we mean not only official
statements, but also actual foreign policy
actions. As he explained further on,
multivectorization is the ability to carry out this
type of action with the same emphasis, with a
policy of attracting interests from different
regions. In fact, Kazakhstan's foreign policy in
the last 20 years has been concentrated on a
certain set of countries, which are part of the
so-called post-Soviet Eurasia. All other
directions of Kazakhstan's foreign policy are
less pronounced: the Western direction,
especially relations with the EU, weakened
after the country's chairmanship in the OSCE
and the subsequent hardening of the internal
field. The vector of Central Asian regionalism,
which was often pathetically declared by the
Kazakh authorities as a priority, is in fact,
according to Ancheschi, another myth. A
separate chapter of his book is devoted to the
history of Central Asian regionalism. He
concluded that Kazakhstan became the
biggest disrupter of the Central Asian space
once that space became too small for
President Nazarbayev. Ancheschi compares
Kazakhstan's exit and separate positioning to
Kazakhstan's place in Soviet times, when the
region was called "Kazakhstan and Soviet
Central Asia" (Ancheschi, 2020, pp. 85-114).

Tor Bukkvoll also provided the analysis
of the foreign policy of Kazakhstan as a key
point of N.Nazarbayev’s personality, he also
analyzed the interaction of personal and
national interests as a drivers of foreign policy
course and how it motivated in cooperation
with Russia and USA (Bukkvoll, 2018).

To our mind, one can disagree with
Luca Ancheschi's opinion on the dead
concept of multivector. Because our country
preserves to this day the principles of
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international law on which, in fact, the system
of international relations must be based. As
we can see, in fact, the world powers are the
first to destroy the principles of the
international  relations  system, where
diplomacy must play a fundamental role, and
not political and economic sanctions, the
withdrawal of international treaties.
Therefore, it can be safely noted that
Kazakhstan, by promoting Eurasianism, is not
a classical theory, but, as a global process,
contributes to maintaining the principles of
security inviolability.

Additionally, Nargis Kassenova
provided controversial opinion to Luca
Ancheschi's opinion, notes in her comments
that the book is indeed a great work, covering
almost 30 years of Kazakhstan's
independence. But she points out that
Nazarbayev's rise deserves more attention,
especially his formation of Eurasianism
before the collapse of the USSR. As a Soviet
politician, Nazarbayev played a very
important role in the group formalization of
relations between the center and the
republics and in the development of the union
treaty. Having witnessed the tension that this
process caused between the so-called
"European republics" of the USSR and those
of Central Asia, Kazakhstan was located
between these two sides and was something
in between. This position, which Nazarbayev
realized at the end of the Soviet period, is very
important for understanding the further
development of the country's foreign policy.
Kasenova supports Luca Ancheschi's view
that there are major differences between
Russian and Kazakh Eurasianism.
Kazakhstan is trying to make the most of its
location on the periphery of Europe. And this
gives Kazakh Eurasians a different direction
and a different meaning. Europe remains the
embodiment of modernity and postmodernity
for Kazakhstan (Kassenova, 2020).

Materials and methods

The main purpose of the article is based
on the theoretical framework of the concept of
neo-eurasianism, to study the influence of the
Kazakhstani foreign policy elite on the system
of international relations. In this article, the
main source of material is concept of the
foreign policy of the Republic of Kazakhstan,
secondary data, works and assessments of
foreign experts like L. Ancheschi, T. Bukkvoll,
A. Sanchez, N. Contessi, domestic experts
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like N.Kassenova, A.Sarym, position of
foreign policy elite: K.Zh.Tokayev,
M.Tleuberdi, Kazakhstani diplomatic corps,
Russian experts: D.Trenin, |.Timofeev. The
following methods were applied: case study
method, intent-analysis, content analysis,
structural-functional method.

Results (classification)

As we have already noted, geopolitical
challenges in the Eurasian space occur,
unfortunately, in a stable way. The most
discussed topic is the military conflict
between Russia and Ukraine. Of course, if
you remember, since 2014 the conflict has not
been on such a military scale as it is now. The
post-pandemic period, when the economy of
all countries, including superpowers, suffered
during the pandemic and seemed to stabilize
again against the backdrop of easing
guarantine measures. At the geopolitical
level, the conflict between Ukraine and
Russia broke out with a new scale. To begin
with, we will consider the prerequisites for this
conflict, then the position of Kazakhstan and
how our country can influence the outcome of
the conflict between countries.

Dmitry Trenin, director of the Carnegie
Moscow Center, is the chairman of the
scientific council and head of the Foreign
Policy and Security Program, in his report he
mentioned the main principles and challenges
of Russia, according to the concept of
Russian foreign policy, two geopolitical
challenges face Russia: NATO expansion to
the east and a long conflict with Ukraine
(Trenin, 2016). After the withdrawal of
American troops from Afghanistan, it became
clear that the west would move east, which
was already contrary to international
agreements. As a result, we see an unfolding
conflict on a military scale between the two
countries.

Next, consider the position of
Kazakhstan in terms of conflicting situation
between Russia and Ukraine using the case
study method.

Russia-Ukraine conflict.
Kazakhstan stance

Case study. On February 21, 2022,
Russian President Vladmir Putin recognized
the independence of the separatist "Donetsk
People's Republic" and "Luhansk People's
Republic". The relevant documents were
ratified by the country's parliament. Putin also

military
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claimed that these formations include the
territories of the Donetsk and Lugansk
regions of Ukraine. This is much more than
the region controlled by the separatists.

Early in the morning of February 24, the
Russian head of state announced the start of
a "special military operation” against Ukraine.
He called his goal the "demilitarization" of the
country. The armed forces of the Russian
Federation began to attack the cities of
Ukraine and their military infrastructure, not
only in Donbass.

Suggestive questions:

1. What is the position of Kazakhstan on
this conflict situation?

2. How will this conflict affect the
economy of Kazakhstan?

3. What is the advantage of Kazakhstan
in resolving this conflict?

According to the question 1. What is the
position of Kazakhstan on this conflict
situation?

Before, the head of state and
representatives of MFA gave information
about the official position of the country, the
deputy from Mazhilis, the political scientist
Aydos Sarym urged his opinion, the arrival of
Russia, the LPR and the DPR is a new
geopolitical reality, a new geopolitical
challenge, exceptional events, a new round of
sanctions confrontation in general about the
negative impact on our economy. In such
situations, all the active political subjects of
the country have a composure that does not
fall into agitation. Kazakhstan must be
consistent: note a new reality and a fact, avoid
political recognition of the DPR and LPR
(Sarym, 2022).

Then came the official position of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the head of
state.

Foreign Minister Mukhtar Tleuberdi,
assured that it is not about recognizing the
LPR and the DPR by Kazakhstan, we start
from the foundations of international law and
the basic principles of the UN Charter. It is
clear that the situation is now deteriorating,
tension is growing, so Kazakhstan calls on the
entire international community to use
diplomatic efforts to resolve the situation
(Tleuberdi, 2022).

Tokayev, announcing the country's
position, said that the principle of indivisibility
and common security presupposes "mutual
understanding based on mutual trust." “Our
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position must be based on the critical need to
guarantee the security, sovereignty and
territorial integrity of our state. As the host
country of the OSCE summit in 2010, we
insist on the principle of the indivisibility of
Eurasian security. | said this during my visit to
Moscow on February 10. Unfortunately, this
has not happened. The Minsk agreements
remained on paper, which led to military
operations on the territory of Ukraine. The
geopolitical situation has worsened in an
unprecedented way. And now is the time to
talk about the irreversibility of this trend,
unfortunately. Therefore, we call on both
states to find a common language at the
negotiating table, to reach agreements and
agreements. There is no other way. A bad
peace is better than a good fight. Without
peace, there will be no development.
Kazakhstan, for its part, is ready to provide all
kinds of assistance, including brokerage
services, if, of course, they are needed,” —
Tokayev told the congress of the ruling Nur
Otan party (Tokayev, 2022).

In our opinion, Kazakhstan's position on
this conflict is quite clear. This can be tested
using intent-analysis:

- The head of state, in the first place,
referred to the principles of territorial integrity.
And most importantly, the principles of
Eurasian security, approved at the OSCE
summit in 2010, demonstrating their
relevance in our time.

- The speech, the rhetoric, the tonality
were confident enough, it was clear that the
country's position is independent, third parties
did not interfere in the formation of the
position.

- And also in the speech, reasonable
criticism is given in the direction of violations
of the principles of the Minsk agreements.

- Also, in our opinion, there was no
detailed information about the economic
consequences of our country in the speech,
this point should be noted as a drawback.

According to the question 2. How will

this conflict affect the economy of
Kazakhstan?
Before analyzing the economic

consequences for Kazakhstan, it is necessary
to examine what sanctions were imposed
against Russia. Sanctions pressure on
Russia is intensifying: Europe is determined
to "strangle the Russian economy and
banking system, as well as punish V. Putin's
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inner circle." The US is already proud to say
that its shares have reached 80% of bank
assets in Russia, while the EU has reached
70%. The allies have also taken steps to
restrict Russia's access to key technologies
such as microchips and lasers and have

spoken out against cryptocurrencies.
Neighboring Belarus was also attacked.
Republican US  senators  have

submitted a bill to the US Congress imposing
sanctions on all state-owned companies in
the Russian Federation, said the press
service of Senator M. Rubio (Fla.), who is one
of the the authors of the initiative.The bill was
sarcastically named: HEROIAM SLAVA,
which is a reference to the slogan of the
Ukrainian nationalists. The initiative will affect
companies such as Rosneft, Gazprom,
Rosatom, Aeroflot and RT (Tkachev, 2022).

The authors are sure that they "finance
the military efforts of the President of the
Russian Federation, V. Putin. "In addition,
Washington announced that it would
strengthen control over the export of
equipment for refineries in Russia and limit
the import of high-tech goods to Belarus. The
next round of sanctions will also affect 22
Russian companies associated with the
military-industrial complex. The new
restrictions, the White House said in a
statement, include: the ban on importing
technological goods and the extension of
export controls in relation to Russia to
Belarus: complete blockade of Russian
defense companies. A total of 22 Russian
defense-related companies will be identified.
This measure is the responsibility of the
Department of State; control over the export
of equipment for oil and gas production is
being strengthened and restrictions on the
export of technologies for long-term Russian
oil refineries are being introduced; the
Ministry of Commerce, together with other
departmental partners, will expand the list of
organizations that support the Russian and
Belarusian armed forces.

The defense, aerospace, aeronautics,
naval and high-tech industries will not be able
to obtain goods and technologies for
innovation and  maintenance. These
measures are far from consistent with the
sweeping sanctions package that various
Republican and Democratic lawmakers have
insisted on, and D. Biden is likely to face
aggression and discontent again. They did
not refuse to import oil, because it will turn
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against them on its own. Russia is one of the
top 5 oil suppliers to the United States.
However, the White House has said that the
export restrictions will take effect over time,
that is. it will have a long-term impact.

The European Union continues to
develop the fourth sanctions package, said
Austrian Foreign Minister A. Schallenberg.
However, the minister did not say anything
new, did not reveal any details. He only said
that on Friday there would be a special
meeting of the Foreign Ministers of the EU
countries with the Secretary of State of the
United States, E. Blinken (Voronova, 2022).

At the same time, he is sure that the
restrictive measures against the Russian
Federation have already taken effect:

- Exchanges are closed.

- The ruble is falling significantly.

- The European Union showed its
muscles for the first time.

According to the Austrian Foreign
Minister, the new sanctions will affect big
businessmen, special lists are being
prepared. The minister also said that there
may be other sanctions, but did not go into
detail. Regarding the sister peoples, the
Belarusians, the EU has already adopted a
series of new measures in addition to the
sanctions of February 27, 2022: in relation to
22 high-ranking Belarusian military
personnel, given their role in the decision-
making and strategic planning processes that
led to the participation of Belarus in the
Russian aggression against Ukraine. On
February 24, 20 Belarusian soldiers appeared
in the same context: additional restrictions on
trade in goods used in the production or
manufacture of tobacco products, mineral
fuels, bituminous substances and gaseous
hydrocarbon products, potassium chloride
(potassium) products, wood products, cement
products, iron and steel products and rubber
products, additional restrictions on the export
of dual-use goods and technologies, as well
as certain advanced goods and technologies
that can contribute to the military - technical
development of Belarus, defense and
security, together with restrictions on the
provision of related services. Taking into

account the Ilatest measures, the EU
sanctions against Belarus affect a total of 225
people.

According to Ivan Timofeev, RIAC
Specialist, noted that the targeted sanctions
are directed in one way or another against a
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specific country. Restrictions on individuals
affect the economy as a whole (for example,
in the case of systemically important
companies such as PDVSA in Venezuela).
Sanctions against individuals -
representatives of the "regime”, "oligarchs" or
other figures - are also embedded in the
context of interstate relations. In other words,
it is incorrect to say that targeted sanctions
affect only the people on the "list" and not the
states: behind the people, as arule, there is a
specific state and its interests (Timofeev,
2020).

EU sanctions against Russia will not
affect Kazakhstan's business with Europe.
Belgium stands ready to help identify and
provide support measures for current and
future trade cooperation between the two
countries. Olivier Villox, president of the
Brussels Chamber of Commerce and
Industry, stated this in Brussels after a
meeting with the Deputy Minister of Trade and
Integration of Kazakhstan, Kairat Torebayev.
At this and another meeting of the Kazakh
government delegation with the leadership of
the Belgian Export Promotion Agency,
measures to promote and further expand
bilateral trade cooperation Kairat Torebaev,
Deputy Minister of Trade and Integration of
the Republic of Kazakhstan (QazaqTV, 2022)
mentioned that last year, trade between
Kazakhstan and Europe increased by 21
percent and amounted to 28.9 billion US
dollars. We have selected 53 different
products that we can supply to the European
market worth 200 million dollars annually.
This is, first of all, processing: agricultural
products, pharmaceuticals, machinery. Our
main task is to promote the finished products
here. As for raw materials, everything is going
well with us. We supply oil to the EU and we
have no problem with the EU buying oil from
Kazakhstan. Under the sanctions regime,
Kazakhstan is not a party to the conflict, so
we comply with all our regional and
international obligations, and our task is that
trade continues to grow at the same rate as
the EU. Olivier Villox, President of the
Brussels Chamber of Commerce and Industry
said that the EU sanctions regime against
Russia is likely to get even tougher. Whether
we like it or not, this is a fact. Therefore, we
must discuss and take measures to help
Kazakhstan do business with Europe.
Otherwise, Kazakhstan may find itself in a
position of collateral loss due to the
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restrictions introduced. The important thing is
that we are expanding our cooperation with
your country. We need to make more efforts,
especially in the post-pandemic, because all
this time it has been difficult to travel to your
country.

The Deputy Foreign Minister of
Kazakhstan, Roman Vasilenko, held a video
meeting with the British Minister of State for
Central and South Asia, North Africa, Lord
Tarig Ahmad, and also received the British
Ambassador to the Republic of Kazakhstan,
Cathy Leach. The interlocutors discussed the
situation in Ukraine and the steps being taken
at the international level to stop hostilities and
return the parties to their resolution by
peaceful means. The British side has
confirmed that it does not intend to impose
any sanctions on Kazakhstan in connection
with Russia's military operation in Ukraine.
Kazakhstan and the United Kingdom "noted
the high level of mutual trust and mutually
beneficial cooperation" achieved over thirty
years and "reaffirmed mutual understanding
across the spectrum of issues discussed."
According to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
the parties are ready for further
comprehensive development of relations
(Informburo, 2022).

On March 1, Britsh MP Margaret
Hodge said that restrictions should be
imposed not only on Russia, but also on
Kazakhstan and Azerbaijan, which, in her
opinion, “support” Vladimir Putin. According
to her, the January events in Kazakhstan
demonstrate “the true cost of kleptocracy”,
and imposing sanctions on the corrupt elite
will not in itself eradicate vicious practices and
will not lead to fundamental democratic
transformations in Kazakhstan, but will show
that we mean what we say when we commit
to fighting dirty money and corruption.

The press service of the US diplomatic
mission spoke about the impact of sanctions
against Russia in Kazakhstan. “The situation
in Ukraine is developing rapidly, so at the
moment it is difficult to talk about long-term
measures and their consequences. However,
we want to emphasize that the US sanctions
target the Russian economy and are
designed to mitigate the impact on the
economies of other countries, including
Kazakhstan. As throughout our 30-year
partnership, we are committed to helping
Kazakhstan diversify and strengthen its
economy," - the US diplomatic mission said in
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response to a request from our country
(AlmatyTV, 2022).

We adhere to the view that the
economies of the EAEU countries will
cooperate with China very closely, it is quite
possible that in the future the Chinese yuan
may become the world currency for our
countries. Of course, now it is difficult to
imagine how the market, logistics and, in
general, the entire world foreign economic
relations will develop.

There are pluses from the imposed
sanctions and an opportunity for Kazakhstan.
To unleash its full energy potential,
independent, since the West has suspended
the project to launch Nord Stream 2, this is a
great opportunity for Kazakhstan and the
EAEU countries to realize the energy sector.

According to the question 3. What is the
advantage of Kazakhstan in resolving this
conflict?

The Kazakhstani foreign policy elite
adheres to diplomatic and negotiation
methods in resolving conflict situations. We
can recall the negotiation process on Syria at
that time taking place at the dialogue platform
in Astana. Peacekeeping troops of
Kazakhstan in Lebanon, evacuation of
recruited Kazakhstanis in Syria, humanitarian
aid in India during the delta strain pandemic
and much more. That is, Kazakhstan is
always ready and active in resolving
international problems. The advantage of
foreign policy is the country's multi-vector
policy.

According to the new concept of
Kazakhstan's foreign policy for 2020-2030,
the priorities are: security issues, the
continuation of a multi-vector approach,
humanitarian diplomacy, the concept of a
"hearing state" (The President of the Republic
of Kazakhstan, 2020). A lot has already been
done in the humanitarian sphere. Over the
past six months, humanitarian assistance has
been provided to Afghanistan with food and
medicine. Over the past period, trucks with
medicines have been sent to Ukraine.
Assistance was also provided for the return of
Kazakhstanis from Ukraine to their homeland.
This is a great achievement of the entire
diplomatic corps of Kazakhstan and to this
day the ambassadors work in Ukraine
(Ibraim, 2022).

With regard to specific settlement
proposals, we can offer the following:
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1. Direct mediation of Kazakhstan in
resolving the conflict, as suggested by the
head of state in his address. There is a
dialogue platform in the capital, in this
context, mediation of Kazakhstan should be

strengthened.
2. Diasporas of Russians and
Ukrainians living in Kazakhstan can

contribute to the dialogue with the conflicting
parties, we have such a body as the
Assembly of Peoples of Kazakhstan, they will
be able to expand their functionality.

3. Kazakhstani diplomats could attend
the current rounds of the negotiation process
in Belarus and in other countries, depending
on the destination of the negotiations.

4. Once N. Nazarbayev proposed
reforming the permanent members of the UN
Security Council, many experts and analysts
raise this issue. Kazakhstan has all the
necessary criteria for a full and permanent
member of the Security Council, the chances
are great.

According to 4 point, Nicola Contessi,
Professor, Associate Professor, Department
of Humanities and Social Sciences, Political
Science and International  Relations,
Nazarbayev University, mentioned that
Kazakhstan played a larger role in
international affairs (including being a non-
permanent member of the UN Security
Council and the initiator of the Astana
process), and this is likely to strengthen its
multi-vector policy. However, the membership
of the Security Council also has a role with its
own institutional logic, and | would not attach
too much importance to the individual votes of
its members, especially the non-permanent
members. However, Kazakhstan provides a
forum for the Astana process and therefore
must maintain a reputation as a bona fide
mediator. If you look into the past,
Kazakhstan has always striven to take on
those international problems and roles that
corresponded to the principles of the multi-
vector approach. So far, actions in practice
have also been consistent with the multi-
vector approach, and there are no signs that
the Kazakh government intends to change
course (Contessi, 2016).

Wilder Alejandro Sanchez as an expert
on geopolitics, defense, cybersecurity in the
Western Hemisphere and post-Soviet
regions, in a recent interview, gave an
assessment of the foreign policy of the
Republic of Kazakhstan after the January
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tragic events in Almaty. The expert
emphasized the peculiarity and advantage of
the long-term multi-vector policy of our
country, noting that before these events
Kazakhstan was a friend of Brussels and
Washington. And after the tragic events, the
country will face sanctions from the West
(Sanchez, 2022).

Drawing a conclusion with the passage
of this interview, sanctions were not imposed
on Kazakhstan, we appealed our actions
through collective security treaties specified
in the UN Charter. It follows that the West
position It follows that the West could not
present the position of our country in the
opposite light. Further, the events in Ukraine
show that it is not profitable for the West to
spoil economic relations with Kazakhstan.

Discussion and conclusions

In conclusion, We would like to note that
the achievements of the country depend on
the right strategic approach. Drawing a
conclusion regarding the critical statements
and opinions of L. Ancheschi, T. Bukkvoll, A.
Sanchez, regarding the general criticism of
the multi-vector policy and the role of
Kazakhstan in neo-Eurasianism, we believe
that the multi-vector policy of our country
gives positive results, direct conflicts in our
country regarding other countries did not
show up. Further, we have already mentioned
the principles of the system of international
relations that we adhere to, always referring
to official agreements and charters of
international organizations. What the great
powers do not do and do not adhere to. And
most importantly, we adhere to the principle
of the indivisibility of the Eurasian space,
according to the agenda of the OSCE summit
in 2010.

We agree with the opinion of N.
Kassenova regarding the preservation of
values and heritage after the collapse of the
USSR and the contribution of Kazakhstan to
the process of neo-Eurasianism with the
initiated projects of the First President of the
Republic of Kazakhstan, whereas N.Contessi
has already meantioned about this
achievement.

As for the specific case of the conflict
between Russia and Ukraine, we fully support
the position of the Kazakhstani foreign policy
elite represented by the head of state K.zZh.
Tokayev, Minister of Foreign Affairs M.
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Tleuberdi, deputy of the Mazhilis, political
scientist A. Sarym. We also share the vision
of D. Trenin and I.Timofeev on the Ukrainian-
Russian conflict.

We have presented a number of
proposals for the settlement of the Russian-
Ukrainian conflict. Continuing the theme of
modernization of the diplomatic corps and
foreign economic activity under sanction
impact, we offer a number of the following
recommendations to improve the work of
foreign policy structures:

1. Attract young people and increase
the number of graduates in the specialty
"International Relations" by 50% in the work
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the
Republic of Kazakhstan. Create a youth
committee substructured by the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Kazakhstan.
Great attention is paid to youth in the
framework of the UN Youth 2030 strategy. It
is necessary to take into account trends and
give young people the opportunity to prove
themselves in resolving threats and
challenges on a global scale.

2. Research and strategic centers for
security, economic development, together
with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the
Republic of Kazakhstan, should work
together to solve problems on the
international agenda.

3. It is necessary to involve and even
legitimize the position of the APK and the
creation of a peacekeeping team, as a clear
example of harmony, unity of the whole
people and in resolving interethnic conflicts
not only within the country, but also outside
the country.

4. Create a mediation center in
Kazakhstan. With a permanent dialogue
platform for resolving interstate conflicts.

5. For economic development, it is
proposed to create a gas pipeline in the
EU+Middle East+Kazakhstan format. To
strengthen economic cooperation between
the EU and Kazakhstan. In particular, this
proposal would contribute to a new way to
stable regional interaction. For Kazakhstan,
the opportunity to eradicate the need for and
dependence on gas transit through
neighboring countries.

These recommendations are relevant in
resolving issues of security and economic
development of the country.



MEMNEKETTIK BACKAPY XXOHE MEMJEKETTIK KbISMET Nel (80) 2022
Xarnblkaparnblk FbifbIMU-Tanay xypHarnsi

REFERENCES

AlmatyTV. (2022). Vvedut li SSHA sanktsii protiv Kazakhstana. https://almaty.tv/news/politika/0012-vvedut-
li-ssha-sanktsii-protiv-kazakhstana/amp. (in Russian)

Anceschi, L. (2020). Analysing Kazakhstan's Foreign Policy Regime neo-Eurasianism in the Nazarbayev
era. Routledge. 208 p.

Bukkvoll, T. (2018). Astana's Privatised Independence: Private and National Interests in the Foreign Policy
of Nursultan Nazarbayev. Cambridge University Press.

Contessi, N. (2016). Central Asia in Asia: Charting growing trans-regional linkages. Journal of Eurasian

Studies.
Ibraim, U. (2022). Qazagstan elsisi Wkrainadadi azamattardi évakwaciyalaw galay jurip jatganin aytti.
Nur.kz. https://kaz.nur.kz/politics/1958026-gazaqgstan-elsisi-ukrainadagy-azamattardy-

evakuaciyalau-galai-zurip-zatganyn-aitty/. (in Kazakh)

Informburo.  (2022).  Velikobritaniya ne  budet vvodit'  sanktsii  protiv  Kazakhstana.
https://informburo.kz/amp/novosti/velikobritaniya-ne-budet-vvodit-sankcii-protiv-kazahstana. (in
Russian)

Kassenova, N. (2020). Nazarbayev, yevraziystvo, mnogovektornost' i regionalizm — diskussiya o vneshney
politike Kazakhstana. https://m.forbes.kz/massmedia/. (in Russian)

QazagTV. (2022). Sanktsii ES v otnoshenii Rossii ne povliyayut na Kazakhstan.
https://gazaqtv.com/amp/ru/news/business/18467-sanktsii-es-v-otnoshenii-rossii-ne-povliyayut-na-
kazakhstan. (in Russian)

Sanchez, A. (2022). How Wil Sanctions Impact Kazakhstan’s Foreign  Policy?.
https://nationalinterest.org/blog/buzz/how-will-sanctions-impact-kazakhstan’s-foreign-policy-
199729.

Sarym, A. (2022). Kazakhstanu ne sleduyet priznavat' nezavisimost' LNR | DNR, schitayet Sarym.
https://www.nur.kz/politics/kazakhstan/1957229-kazahstanu-ne-sleduet-priznavat-nezavisimost-Inr-
i-dnr-schitaet-sarym/. (in Russian)

The President of the Republic of Kazakhstan. (2020). Kontseptsiya vheshney politiki Respubliki Kazakhstan
na 2020-2030 gody. (2020). https://www.akorda.kz/ru/legal_acts/decrees/o-koncepcii-vneshnei-
politiki-respubliki-kazahstan-na-2020-2030-gody. (in Russian)

Timofeev, I. (2020). Gosudarstvo ili litso: protiv kogo vvodyat «umnyye sanktsii»? Mezhdunarodnyy
diskussionnyy klub «Valday». Valdai International Discussion Club.
https://ru.valdaiclub.com/a/highlights/protiv-kogo-vvodyat-umnye-sanktsii/. (in Russian)

Tkachev, I. (2022). SSHA vveli sanktsii protiv Rossii za priznaniye DNR i LNR. Chto vazhno znat'. RBK.
https://amp.rbc.ru/rbcnews/economics/23/02/2022/621555049a7947e1b06873b0. (in Russian)
Tleuberdi, M.(2022). Muxtar Tilewberdi Qazagstannii DXR men LXR-di moyindawga qatisti ustanimin
aytti. https://kaz.nur.kz/politics/1957239-muxtar-tileuberdi-gazagstannyn-dxr-men-Ixr-dy-

moiyndauga-qatysty-ustanymyn-aitty/. (in Kazakh)

Tokayev, K.(2022). "Minsk kelisimderi qagaz juzinde gana qaldi": Togaev Wkrainadagi jagdayga qatisti
pikir  bildirdi. https://kaz.nur.kz/politics/1958597-minsk-kelisimderi-qagaz-zuzinde-gana-galdy-
toqaev-ukrainadagy-zagdaiga-gatysty-pikir-bildirdi/. (in Kazakh)

Trenin, D. (2016). Vneshnyaya politika Rossii v blizhayshiye pyat' let: tseli, stimuly, oriyentiry.
https://carnegie.ru/2016/04/28/ru-pub-63462. (in Russian)

Voronova, T. (2022). ES vvel sanktsii protiv Rossii — razbirayemsya v ogranicheniyakh. Frank RG.
https://frankrg.com/61241. (in Russian)

KA3SAKCTAHObIK CbIPTKbl CAACHU IJIUTA: TYXXbIPbIMOAMAIbIK TOCI1 XXOHE NMPAKTUKATIDbIK
KbIBMET

Jleiina AB[JPA3AKOBA, dokmopaHm, Abbinal xaH ambiHOarbl Ka3XK xoHe ©TY, Anmamei, Kazakcman,
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6220-053X, leyla.ab310595@gmail.com

Xancass XKABUHA, casicu fbinbiMOapbiHbiH Ookmopbl, doueHm, Abbinal xaH ambiHOarbl Ka3XK »xeHe
OTY, Anmamsi, KazakcmaH, https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3869-2674, zhansayazh@list.ru

KA3AXCTAHCKAA BHEWHEMNONMUTUYECKAA 3NIUTA: KOHLENTYANbHbIA noaxon W
NMPAKTUYECKAA OEATENBbHOCTb

Jleina ABOPA3AKOBA, OokmopaHm, KazYMO u M5 um. Abbinal xaHa, Anmamel,
Kasaxcman, https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6220-053X, leyla.ab310595@gmail.com

Xancass XABUHA, dokmop nonumuyeckux Hayk, OoueHm, KasYMO u MA um. Abbiial xaHa,
Anmamsl, Kazaxcmat, https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3869-2674, zhansayazh@list.ru

147


https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6220-053X
mailto:leyla.ab310595@gmail.com
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3869-2674
mailto:zhansayazh@list.ru
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6220-053X
mailto:leyla.ab310595@gmail.com
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3869-2674
mailto:zhansayazh@list.ru

