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Abstract. With the rise of the non-Western world, the topic of middle powers has been of increasing interest. The
article analyzes Kazakhstan's significance as a middle power in the Central Asian region. In this regard, the analysis
has provided the criteria assessment of middle power status to Kazakhstan, while attributing this to active
participation in international dynamics that were targeted to strengthen the state’s position. We examine whether
Kazakhstan can be classified as such, using the hierarchical, functional, behavioral perspectives. While questions
remain about its viability, this study concludes that Kazakhstan does indeed play the role of middle power in its
region. Through its engagement in the Shanghai Cooperation Organization and the Eurasian Economic Union it
has been able to significantly advance regional security and ensure economic stability.
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AHpatna. BatbICTblK eMec anemre Kbi3bIfyLbINbIKTIH, apTybIMEH OpTa AepKaBanap TakblpblObl ©3ekTi 6ona
Tycyne. byn makanaga KasakcTaHHbIH aiMakTarbl opTa AepxaBa peTiHAer MaHbI3abinbiFbl TangaHaabl. OcbiFaH
6annatbIcTbl Tangay KasakcTaHHbIH MEMINEKETTIH, YCTaHbIMbIH HbIFANTyFa GafFbITTanfaH xansikapanblk AMHaMUKara
6enceHai KaTbICyblH €CKepe OTbIpbIN, KPUTEPUINEPA YCbIHY apKbinbl opTa AepaBa mapTebeciH Garanayabl
KkamTamacbl3 eTTi. bi3 KasakcTtaHabl nepapxusanbik, yHKLMOHANAbIK )XaHe MiHE3-KyrblK TOCiNAep apKbiibl OCbiHAaN
JepXxaBaFa XaTkblidyFa OonaTtbiHbH KapacTblpambld. Byn penperi OHbIH amneyeTi Typanbl CypakTapAblH,
TonacTtamayblHa kapamacTaH, 3epTTey KasakcTaH e3 anmarbiHOarbl opTalla gepxasa peTiHae nanga donagbl
[JereH KopbITbiHAbIFA keneqi. LLlaHxan bIHTbIMaKTacThIK YibiMbl MeH Eypa3susrnbik akoHOMUKanbIK 0fakka KaTblCyablH,
apkacbiHOa anMaKTbIK Kayinci3gikTi antaprblKTan HblFaiTbIMN, 3KOHOMWKanbIK TYPaKTbINbIKTbl KaMTaMachbl3 eTe
angsbl.
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Tyninai cesmep: opTa [OepkaBa, KerkakTbl ©3apa iC-KUMbIN, SKOHOMUKAmNbIK TypaKTbiNbK, anMaKTbIK
keLlBacLUbINbIK, AUNNOMaTUASBIK 63apa iC-KMMbII, 3KOHOMUKAIbIK bIHTBIMAKTaCTbIK, Xanbikaparblk 6actamanap..

AHHoTaumsa. C poCcTOM MHTEpeca K He 3anagHoOMy Mupy Tema CpefHWX AepXaB CTaHOBUTCA Bce Oonee
akTyanoHOW. B faHHOM cTaTtbe aHanuanpyeTcs 3HadeHne KasaxcTaHa Kak cpedHen aepxasbl B pernoHe. B aton
CBSI3W aHanu3 npefocTaBuIl OLEHKY cTaTyca CpefHel OepXaBbl vepe3 npefocTaBrneHue Kputepues And
KasaxcTtaHa, yunTbiBasi Npy 3TOM aKTUBHOE y4acTue CTpaHbl B MEXAYHapoaHOW AnHaMuKe, KoTopasi HanpaBsneHa
Ha yKpenneHue nosvuum rocygapctea. Mbl paccmaTtpmMBaeM, MOXHO N OTHECTU KasaxcTaH K TakuM AdepkaBam,
NCNonb3ys Uepapxu4eckuin, PyHKUMOHANbHBLIN M noBedeHYeckun nopxodbl. HecMoTpsi Ha coxpaHstomecs
BOMPOCbI O €ro NOTEHLUManLHOCTV B 3TOW POnu, nccrnegoBaHme NpuxXoaunT K BbIBOAY, YTo KasaxcTaH AeCTBUTENbHO
BbICTYNaeT B pOnu cpedHen OepxaBbl B CBOeM pervoHe. bnarogapsi yyactuio B LlaHxarnckon opraHusauuu
coTpyaHu4ecTBa U EBpasvMncKomM 3KOHOMUYECKOM COH3e, eMy yaanocb CYLLECTBEHHO YKPEnuTb pernoHanbHyto
6e3onacHOCTb M 06ecneynTb SKOHOMUYECKYHO CTabuIbHOCTb.

KnioyeBble crnoBa: cpegHsis cura, MHOrOCTOPOHHEE B3aMMOLEWCTBME, SKOHOMMUYEcKasl CTabunbHOCTb,
pervoHanbHOe  NMAEepcTBO,  OMNSIOMATMYEeCcKoe  B3auUMOAEWCTBME,  OKOHOMMYECKOEe  COTPYOHWYECTBO,
MeXAyHapoaHble HULMATUBSI.

Introduction consideration national interests, it can be
observed that the Republic of Kazakhstan
Interest in middle powers has surged has pursued multi-vector policy, which is
with the interstate system trending towards oriented at the increased promotion of
multipolarity [1]. Despite its relatively recent international peace and security, as well as
independence, Kazakhstan presents an balance and stability.
appealing case study, considering its active Kazakhstan, which is ranking 9th in
role in the international arena and global terms of land area, possesses a profound
issues, including the war against terrorism historical narrative that underscores the
[2]. Its peaceful transition to nationhood, state's significance within the Central Asian
commitment to nuclear disarmament, and region. Historically, the territory, which is
adherence to a multi-faceted and multi- now recognized as Kazakhstan, served as
vector foreign policy have raised its a bridge for different civilizations and trade
standing on the global stage. These factors routes, fostering a fruitful environment of
appeared as significant trends in the cultural diversity and economic importance
Kazakh foreign policy and relations soon [5]. Further, throughout the 20th century,
after its independence [3, 4, 5]. The Kazakhstan was identified as an integral
dedication Astana has shown in upholding part of the Soviet Union, developing as one
regional stability, along with its geopolitical of its pivotal countries. It should be
position and natural resources give mentioned that the region assumed an
credence to its potential for middle power essential role in the Soviet space program,
status. Hence, the purpose of this study is with the Baikonur Cosmodrome serving as
to determine whether Kazakhstan can be the principal launch site [6]. Subsequent to
considered a middle power by looking at its the collapse and quick dissolution of the
diplomatic activities, economic Soviet Union in 1991, Kazakhstan
diversification strategies, and security transitioned into an independent and
initiatives. sovereign nation under the leadership of
Thanks to the particular geopolitical the former President Nursultan
position and strategically important location Nazarbayev.
of the country in Central Asia, which is likely The growing importance of the topic
be transformed into strengths and lies in surging interest in middle power
promising opportunities, Kazakhstan is a status, Kazakhstan's geopolitical position
full-fledged actor in the international with natural resources and proactive
relations. In this context, it is necessary to foreign policy, which establish state as a
review Kazakhstan as being the largest pivotal player in both regional and global
landlocked country, that is predominantly contexts. In this regard, it is acceptable to
served as a significant bridge, connecting analyze the state’s role and activity as an
East and West. As might be pointed out, emerging middle power in Central Asia, as
Kazakhstan is likely to be identified as a well as to determine its contribution to the
rapidly developing middle power and process of cooperation and
regional leader in Central Asia. Taking into interconnectedness of Central Asian
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states. In accordance with this purpose, via
investigating  Kazakhstan's  diplomatic
activities, economic diversification
strategies, and security initiatives as
defined objectives, the crucial insights on
the Kazakhstan's development as a middle
power in Central Asia are likely to be
offered. Moreover, Kazakhstan's peaceful
transition to nationhood, commitment to
nuclear disarmament, and adherence to a
multi-faceted and multi-vector foreign
policy have enriched its standing on the
global stage. Kazakhstan's dedication to

upholding regional stability, proactive
involvement in conflict  resolution
endeavors, and hosting of prominent

international gatherings have augmented
its stature as a pivotal actor in the realm of
Central Asian geopolitics.

Theoretical approaches to define
state as a middle power

A middle power might be evaluated as
a state that has significant influence on the
interstate system, though not to the extent
of the great powers. In this regard, middle
powers contribute substantively to both
regional and global stability and balance,
which might be characterized by active
engagement in international affairs, peace-
building diplomacy, and economic
development [6]. As for Kazakhstan, the
pursuit of middle power status has
constituted a deliberate foreign policy
objective, to fulfill its desire to extend its
influence beyond its borders.

Unfortunately, the field of IR still
wrestles with how to define middle power.
No objective definition exists [7]. As often
occurs in areas of ambiguity, different
schools of thought have emerged to
provide some regularity to the study of the
concept. Most theoretical approaches fall
into the behavioral, hierarchical, and
functional perspectives. The behavioral
perspective deems a state a middle power
if it perceives itself to be one and acts
accordingly [8]. From the behavioral
perspective, then, if the Republic of
Kazakhstan is perceived as an emerging
middle power in the Central Asian region it
holds that status. Some have criticized this
perspective as engaging in circular
reasoning—a middle power is a state that
has the characteristics of a middle power
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[9]. However, that overlooks the degree to
which perception determines reality in
international relations. If a state can
convince key actors it is a middle power
then it is one. In fact, it has been posited
that scholars and officials began pushing
the concept of the middle power into the
discourse precisely to that effect. That most
of the work on the subject has been done
by scholars from such states cannot be a
coincidence [9], though that does not
invalidate the concept a priori. However,
that does preclude the formation of an
objective definition for middle power on that
basis.

The hierarchical perspective attempts
to resolve that issue by considering the
capabilities, self-positioning and
recognized status of the state. Thus, middle
states logically stand in the middle of the
hierarchy [8]. Bolton and Nash [10] favor a
simple version of the hierarchical
perspective, characterizing middle powers
“as relatively wealthy, small to medium-
sized states, with no nuclear weapons and
no permanent seat on the UN Security
Council.”

Unsurprisingly, Organski [11], the
father of power transition theory, a variant
of hegemonic stability theory, favored the
hierarchical perspective.

Yet, the hierarchical perspective itself
retains some subjectivity. Which
indicator(s) of power should be used to
determine the ranking of the world powers?
Lacking a clear answer, the ranking
depends on the scholar [12]. As its
purported obijectivity is the primary strength
of the hierarchical objective, others prefer
the functional perspective, which defines a
middle power as a state that exerts
influence in certain areas of interest, and
fulfills a special role in the international
arena [7]. It is arguably less objective than
the hierarchical perspective, but a purely
raw examination of state capacity overlooks
states that punch above their weight in the
interstate system by engaging in global
responsibilities, multilateralism, and conflict
resolution [12]. In other words, the
hierarchical perspective cannot capture a
state’s limitations for a specific environment
and thus its expressed power. The opposite
is true of the functional perspective, which
intuitively captures the latter while
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eschewing attempts to measure its raw
power.

So, it is reasonable to consider the
status of middle powers in a similar fashion
to that of threat. The familiar equation is
Threat = Capabilities x Intent. Here, threat
could be more broadly thought of as
expressed power or influence and
capabilities of course as a combination of
population growth, military forces and level
of security, and economic development
[13]. By including intention, capabilities,
and threat or influence, variables
associated with the behavioral, hierarchical
and functional perspectives, respectively,
this approach offers a blend of the three
main schools of thought. In that vein,
Kazakhstani academics have argued for
the status of Kazakhstan as an emerging
and developing middle power,
comprehensively analyzing the country's
prospects in relation to other major
countries [14]. They concluded that
Kazakhstan’s future status as a middle
power will depend on its active commitment
to strengthening and advancing science,
economic readiness for the challenges of
our time, and the political will of the
country’s leadership and the geopolitical
situation [14].

The methodological basis

This study incorporates both
quantitative and qualitative methods to
determine whether Kazakhstan is a middle
power from all three perspectives. We first
looked at data from credible sources,
including Global Peace Index, World Bank,
IMF, Global Firepower Index, SIPRI, and
Political Risk Index (described below) to
assess Kazakhstan’s middle power status
from the hierarchical perspective.

1. The Global Peace Index
substantially measures the level of peace
and security in countries based on such
quantitative factors as crime rates, political
stability index, and the size of the country's
military expenditures annually.

2. The World Bank Rating aims to
provide data on indicators of a country's
economic development, including
indicators of economic output and
diversification of economic development.

3. The Global Firepower Index mainly
assesses the military strength of a country
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based on quantitative factors such as the
number of active military equipment,
human resources in the active army, the
diversity of military equipment, munitions,
and technological innovations.

4. The Political Risk Index: assesses
the risk associated with investing in a
country based on political stability,
sustainability of leadership, and
governance.

In comparative terms, the behavioral
perspective focuses on how states
formulate their foreign policy behavior, as
well as how states perceive themselves
and are perceived by other countries and
actors in the international community. In
this case, both quantitative and qualitative
analyses are applied, since Google Trends
data demonstrate the number of queries in
the search engine. In addition, we looked at
qualitative data, including public interest in
the topic of middle power diplomacy, as
well as evaluating perceptions regarding
the country's compliance with the given
status. To follow its diplomatic evolution, we
used the case-study method, examining
specific instances of Kazakhstan mediating
international conflicts.

Last, but not least, the functional
approach highlights the weight a middle
power’s actions carries, which we
evaluated by examining its participation in
international conflicts as a mediator for
maintaining stability and security. This
involved performing a qualitative analysis of
political reports, speeches of leaders, in
which the diplomatic commitments of
Kazakhstan and its influence at both the
regional and international levels are
described and documented.

The integration of diverse viewpoints
yields a comprehensive understanding of
Kazakhstan and its influence on regional
and global dynamics, which  will
demonstrate whether it is a middle power,
and if not, whether it has the potential to be,
and under what conditions.

Criteria assessment of
Kazakhstan's middle power status

Our evaluation of Kazakhstan’s status
in Central Asia from the hierarchical
perspective focused on its economic
diversification, the country’s foreign policy
behavior through diplomatic engagement,
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level of spending on security and defense,
and commitment to peace-building (Table

1).

Ne1 (92) 2025

Table 1. Evaluation of Kazakhstan's middle power status across key criteria

Criteria for Middle

Power Status Source

Global Peace
Index, United
Nations

Diplomatic
Engagement

Economic

Diversification | '’ord Bank, IMF

Security and
Defense

Global Firepower
Index 2024

Stockholm
International Peace
Research Institute
(SIPRI)

Commitment to
Peace-Building

Relevance to Kazakhstan

It should be mentioned that Kazakhstan ranked 76th in
the Global Peace Index (GPI) out of 163 countries,
climbing 21 places, according to the June 2023 report
published by the Institute for Economics and Peace
(IEP) [15]. Kazakhstan actively participates in global
organizations such as the United Nations, hosting key
diplomatic events such as the Astana Process on Syria.
Moreover, the state has diplomatic connections with
various nations and engages in peacekeeping efforts.

As regards to IMF World Economic Outlook 2023,
Kazakhstan’'s annual real GDP growth is 4.2% [16].
Kazakhstan's economy has diversified beyond natural
resources, growing its technology, manufacturing, and
services sectors.

Referring to the Global Firepower, Kazakhstan is
holding 58 places out of 145 countries out [17].
Furthermore, according to Global Firepower,
Kazakhstan is likely to be identified as the second big
military power in the Collective Security Treaty
Organization after Russia. Kazakhstan plays a pivotal
role in Central Asian geopolitics, mediating regional
conflicts and promoting stability. Moreover, in order to
ensure peacekeeping initiatives, Kazakhstan is
strengthening security and defense in country, as well
as in the region, by increasing its military strength.

According to the Stockholm International Peace
Research Institute (SIPRI), in 2022, Kazakhstan's
military budget is $1.1 billion [18]. Kazakhstan is
committed to peace-building, hosting peace talks such
as Astana Peace Talks concerning Syrian conflict and
contributing to various UN peacekeeping missions.

Source: compiled by authors

In addition to the above more objective
criteria, we looked to at Kazakhstan from
the behavioral perspective to determine
whether Kazakhstan views itself as a
middle power. To assess this, we looked at
the interest in the topic among Internet
users. In searching queries for the words
“Kazakhstan is a middle power”, we found
it characterized most by the following
expressions: “emerging middle power” and
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“‘middle power as a bridge between East
and West”.

Referring to the Google Trends
statistics [19], the first peak in the interest
of this topic occurred in May 2005.
Moreover, the search tendencies give
support to Kazakhstan’s status as an
emerging middle power.
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Picture 1. Dynamics of search query “Kazakhstan is a middle power” in the world
from 2004 to the present (based on Google Trends materials)

| Man 2005

Kazakhstan - middle power
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NMpumeyanne
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1 ang. 200.. 1mMan 2011,

According to the statistics given below,
in the past five years, interest in the topic
increased from May 31, 2020 to January
31, 2021. More recently, over the period
from February 25 to March 2, 2024, the

1cenr. 2018

Source: Official site of Google Trends [19]

popularity of queries was 66 out of 100,
which is an above-average popularity
indicator [19].

Picture 2. Statistics for the query “Kazakhstan is a middle power” in the world from 2019 to
2024, over the last 5 years (based on Google Trends statistics)
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Kazakhstan must provide leadership in
multiple domains to demonstrate middle
power status. First and foremost, it
necessitates proactive participation in
international organizations and global
forums and summits to shape global
governance and to address international
challenges. Such engagement provides
Kazakhstan with a platform to demonstrate
its diplomatic advocacy for Central Asian
interests and aspirations, which is its
central focus. Thus, Kazakhstan takes on
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4 pex. 2022r.

Source: Official site of Google Trends [19]

the role of regional leader, maintaining
stability ¥ and enhancing  economic
cooperation between the nations of Central
Asia. This includes mediation of long-
running international conflicts, promotion of

economic integration, and tackling

challenges such as water resource

management and regional security.
Kazakhstan's vigorous

engagements in SCO and EAEU



MEMINEKETTIK BACKAPY XXOHE MEMJTEKETTIK KbISMET

Kazakhstan's performance in various
international organizations, has
underscored this dedication to fostering
international cooperation and bolstering
regional stability. The level of its
involvement (summarized in Table 2) gives
a qualitative indication of its middle power
status from the behavioral and functional
perspective. Since its appearance as a
member of the United Nations in 1992 [20],
Kazakhstan has exhibited its commitment
to addressing critical issues and concerns.
Kazakhstan's election as a non-permanent
member for the 2017-2018 term afforded it
a significant opportunity to make vigorous
contributions ~ for  sustainability in
international arena. Throughout its tenure,
the state has established initiatives
associated with nuclear disarmament,
while ensuring action-points to counter
terrorism as a substantial threat, and
asserting peaceful instruments on conflict
settlement, which were determined to
advance efforts to combat the financing of
terrorism [21]. In addition, Kazakhstan has
been an energetic member of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization (SCO), which
has been providing security across the
Central Asian region.  Significantly,
Kazakhstan was a founding member of the
SCO, which has promoted economic
cooperation initiatives and highlighted the
acute problem of terrorism. In accordance
with the aforesaid, the country directs the
organization to focus on the development
and implementation of measures to combat
terrorist and extremist associations in the
region within the SCO’s Regional Anti-
Terrorist Structure (RATS) [22].

On the security dimension, in 2022 the
country was elected co-chair of
collaborative and cooperative military
exercises and intelligence and
reconnaissance operations. These
exercises and investigations were mainly
focused on counter-terrorism
commitments. In this regard, Kazakhstan
organized the Peace Mission 2022, a joint
military exercise aimed at improving the
military and strategic coordination among
the members of the organization. These
exercises included scenario-based role-
playing models of urban combat, and
various types of hostage rescue operations,
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which incorporated special exercises on the
strategy and tactics of negotiations with
terrorist leaders and extremist
representatives. As an illustrative example,
in September 2022, these tests were
organized in Tajikistan, which were
targeted at combat operations with
terrorists in mountainous areas and other
places without ready access to water, food,
and communication.

In terms of Kazakhstan’s participation
in high-level conferences and dialogues, in
May 2022, the country held an International
Conference with respect to the topic of
preventing and prohibiting the use of
Internet resources for terrorist purposes
within RATS. The following month, Almaty
conducted specialized training in drone
surveillance and digital intelligence
collection.

This cooperation has yielded concrete
results. More than 500 potential terrorist
attacks were prevented thanks to the
creation of joint databases which pooled
intelligence information from the
participating countries. Under
Kazakhstan’s chairmanship, the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization held three large-
scale military exercises involving more than
20,000 military personnel. Kazakhstan also
initiated five pivotal conferences and high-
level meetings concerning digital influence
on terrorist movements and issues related
to security in the border areas.

Kazakhstan’s participation in the
Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU), which
proactively seeks to create a unified
common market and customs union, is

perhaps even more important. By
facilitating the free movement of goods,
services, and capital, it effectively

increases the productivity and economic
strength of the region. This also helps fulffill
one of Kazakhstan's main interests -
diversifying its economy. Kazakhstan
accounts for around 20% of the union’s
trade. It mainly exports crude oil products,
radioactive metals, and uranium ore, and

imports automotive parts,
telecommunications equipment, and
pharmaceuticals, with trade relations

growing slightly over the past few years
with Russia.
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Table 2. Evaluation of Kazakhstan's middle power status via SCO and EAEU engagement

Issue-point SCO Engagement

A state is considered as a founding

Membership member since 2001.

Security framework, establishment of
measures on fight against terrorism
and religious extremism, reinforcing

regional stability.

Participation in the SCO’s Regional
Anti-Terrorist Structure (RATS) to
extensively combat terrorism and

extremism, participation in Joint
military exercises such as Peace
Mission in 2022.

Focus Areas

Security
Cooperation

Participates crucially in energy and
trade cooperation, which is considered
critical to the Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI) as a logistical transit hub.

Economic
Cooperation

Advocate for broader economic
activities beyond hydrocarbons, aiming
to attract Chinese investment in
infrastructure.

A state might be identified as a
diplomatic hub, facilitating high-level
summits, namely Astana Summit,
Astana International Forum 2023,
Astana International Think Tank Forum
2024, where simultaneously significant
state-actors, organizations and
institutions participates fairly.

Economic
Diversification

Diplomatic
Role

A regional leadership is held through
the initiatives on countering terroristic
acts through RATS, and significantly,
organized the Syrian peace talks,
namely the Astana Process,
highlighting its leadership.

Regional
Leadership

Active engagement in international
organizations and initiatives

functional
appearance as a member of the United

EAEU Engagement

A state is regarded as a
founding member since 2015.

Advanced focus on economic
integration, facilitation of trade
connections.

Focus on economic security in
order to reduce the dependence
on natural resources such as oil

and natural gas.

Highly promotes and advances
trade by involving the natural
resources, namely oil, uranium,
natural gas and metals, and
additionally, agriculture
products.

Pushes for economic
diversification through non-
traditional sectors (agriculture,
tech, manufacturing).

A state has performed an
intermediary role between
dominant powers such as
Russia and China, and via that
lens, a state has shaped
regional economic policy within
the union.

A state’s leadership can be
viewed via the relevance of its
advocacy in order to pursue
regional economic reforms,
which will influence customs

and contemporary trade policies

within the given union.
Source: compiled by authors

perspective. Since the

Nations (UN) in 1992 [20], Kazakhstan has

Kazakhstan's proactive diplomacy in
various international organizations and
institutions, has proven its dedication to
fostering international cooperation and
bolstering  regional  stability.  Such
expressions of regional leadership provides
evidence of middle power status from the

pivotal

171

exhibited its commitment to addressing
and critical
concerns.
election as a non-permanent member on
the UN Security Council for the 2017-2018
term has provided an opportune platform to
make an active contribution for international

issues and
Kazakhstan's

global
Prominently,
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security and sustainability. Throughout its
tenure, Kazakhstan has established
initiatives associated with the program of
nuclear disarmament, ensuring measures
to counter terrorist acts, and asserting
peaceful means and instruments of conflict
resolution. Kazakhstan’s intensive efforts
to adopt UN Security Council Resolution
2395 [21] to combat the financing of
terrorism exemplify such leadership.

On this issue, Kazakhstan’s
membership in the Collective Security
Treaty Organization (CSTO) has been a
testament to its dedication to joint defense
[22]. It has participated in joint military
exercises and security tests, endeavoring
to address challenges and concerns in
relation to the Eurasian region. Kazakhstan
has emphasized its commitment to
multilateral cooperation within the CSTO
framework towards fostering regional
stability.

More broadly, Kazakhstan has used its
diplomatic initiatives to establish its position
as Central Asia’'s leader, facilitating
cooperation across the region to address its
challenges. It has emerged as an effective
mediator with a reputation as an honest
broker for facilitating conflict management
and peace-building both regionally and
globally. In this regard, it is noteworthy that
Kazakhstan has initiated the Conference on
Interaction and Confidence Building
Measures in Asia (CICA), which is seen as
a multilateral forum whose obijective is to
enhance and deepen a dialogue and
cooperation on security issues in the Asian
region [22]. Though they ultimately failed, it
is also worth mentioning that Kazakhstan’s
mediation efforts in the Ukraine crisis,
resulting from Russia's annexation of
Crimea in 2014. To deescalate tensions
and attempt to resolve the crisis peacefully,
Kazakhstan became a trusted ground for
fostering dialogue, hosting numerous
rounds of peace talks and international
forums, the so-called Astana Talks.

Furthermore, the country initiated the
Astana Process on Syria, a forum for
convening critical stakeholders including
Russia, Turkiye, and Iran to diplomatically
settle a rather protracted conflict. Astana
has served as the venue for multiple rounds
of negotiations, focusing on formulating
ceasefire agreements, delineating
conflicting zones, and orchestrating and
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preparing a delivery of humanitarian aid.
That the  Astana Process has
complemented United Nations’ own efforts
underscores the Kazakhstan’s commitment
to enhancing and promoting peace-building
initiatives and stimulating constructive
dialogue among parties.

Though the main vehicle for
Kazakhstan’s drive to assume regional
leadership in Central Asia has been
diplomatic initiatives, its economic
dimensions of its strategy should not be
overlooked. In terms of economic potential,
Kazakhstan's significant resources and
strategic position have made it a vital player
in Central Asia. The country's robust
economy, based primarily on rich oall,
natural gas and mineral reserves, has
attracted significant foreign investment and
facilitated economic integration within the
region. Initiatives such as the Shining Path
economic policy and the Nurly Zhol
infrastructure development program have

strengthened Kazakhstan's economic
influence, promoting growth and
development both domestically and

regionally. Others, such as the Astana

International Financial Center and the
International Center for Green
Technologies and Investment Projects

(ICGTIP), attract foreign investment and
promote sustainable development in
Central Asia. In addition, Kazakhstan's
active participation in initiatives such as the
Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) and the
Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU) highlight
its commitment to regional economic
cooperation and integration [22].
Kazakhstan's collaborative approach to
regional economic development
underscores its commitment to promoting
prosperity and cooperation.

To further enhance economic
integration, Kazakhstan prioritizes cross-
border cooperation and connectivity

initiatives to facilitate people-to-people
exchanges as well as trade and investment
in Central Asia. Kazakhstan is also looking
beyond Central Asia with ambitious
projects such as the Western Europe-
Western China Economic Corridor, which is
predominantly aimed and intended to
improve transport connectivity and promote
economic integration [23].

In addition, Kazakhstan encourages
entrepreneurship, innovation and
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technological progress to stimulate
economic growth. Initiatives such as the
Digital Kazakhstan program and the Astana

International Financial Center create a
favorable environment for business
development, attracting foreign direct

investments and stimulating innovation in
non-resource sectors. Kazakhstan's
emphasis on economic diversification
reflects its commitment to building a
resilient economy.

Kazakhstan also plays a key role in
addressing various regional issues in
Central Asia, including water resource
management, security cooperation and
transboundary cooperation. With extensive
experience in water resource management,
Kazakhstan has led initiatives aimed at
promoting sustainable practices and
addressing transboundary water issues.
For example, Kazakhstan's participation in
the Central Asia Regional Economic
Cooperation (CAREC) Program aims to
improve water resource management and
infrastructure development to promote
regional stability and cooperation.

Kazakhstan’s path to economic
development is closely intertwined with the
state’s active desire for regional leadership.
As the country seeks to diversify beyond
natural resources, initiatives such as Nurly
Zhol and Digital Kazakhstan are designed
to enhance and develop the country's
capacity for economic sustainability and
competitiveness.  Accordingly, through
investment in technology, particularly in
agriculture and food processing, and a
corresponding focus on renewable energy
sources, Kazakhstan is increasingly
seeking to reduce its dependence on
variable natural resources and unstable
commodity markets to promote ongoing
sustainable growth.

Kazakhstan aims to leverage its
geostrategic location via the physical and
the economic integration promised by the
BRI and the EAEU. They will likely open up
opportunities for increased trade and
investment, thereby enhancing the
country's regional influence [21]. Thus,
Kazakhstan’s ability to maintain its
momentum and pace of economic growth,
and thus consolidate its position as the
middle power of Central Asia depends upon
the successful and prosperous
implementation of these strategies.
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Results and reasoning

Our analysis of Kazakhstan’s role as a
developing middle power in Central Asia
region and the wider interstate system has
revealed several key points:

+ Geopolitical significance is
characterized by the strategic location of
the country, which places Kazakhstan at an
important crossroad, enhancing its trading
profile. Kazakhstan’s has fulfilled this role

between East and West since its
independence.
Theories of International relations

generally characterize middle powers as
significant regional actors with, moderate
economic development and diplomatic
presence who are nevertheless relatively
insignificant at the global level, as
evidenced by their lack of a permanent seat
on the UN Security Council and their lack of
nuclear weapons.

Kazakhstan’s increasing perception of
itself as a middle power, as seen in the
Google Trends statistics, tracks with the
success of its diplomatic engagement with
international organizations, strategically
important partners, particularly in its
implementation of international initiatives.

a. Internet users' queries on the topic

of Kazakhstan as a middle power

have been evidenced by
substantive fluctuations over time.
Moreover, the first significant

increase in queries occurred in May
2005, which was the -earliest
manifestation of recognition of the
middle power status in relation to
the country.

b. However, from February to March
2024, a peak in the popularity of
search queries was noted.

c. Since 2020, as illustrated in the
statistics, there has been a
noticeable boost in the query
"Kazakhstan is a middle power",
which reflects on the awareness of
social media and search engine
users.

d. Given the results and implications,
there was initially a moderate and
then a rapid increase in the
relevance of the middle power
status in relation to Kazakhstan.
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That perception finds further support in
the average indicators in the Global
rankings, which placed Kazakhstan roughly
in the middle. It ranked 76th out of 167
countries on the Global Peace Index and
58th out of 145 countries in the Global
Firepower index, though its military budget
for 2022 was only about 0.5% of its GDP,
well below the global median of 1.34%. Its
conduct in addressing specific international
crises such as the Syrian conflict is
characteristic of a middle power as well.
The country's annual real GDP growth is
4.2%, in which notable advances in
technology, services and manufacturing
have significantly reduced the economy's

dependence on natural resource
extraction.
Kazakhstan has demonstrated its

ambitions for the economic integration of
Central Asia by taking a lead role in the
drive to create the more stable security
environment required for that vision to be
realized. It has led intensive initiatives on
nuclear non-proliferation, and developed
counter-terrorism measures during its
tenure as chairman of the SCO in 2022. In
addition, Kazakhstan's participation in the
EAEU initiatives clearly demonstrates the
country's dedication and commitment to
economic, trade, and industrial cooperation
in the wider regional framework.

Conclusion

Set against the backdrop of
intensifying  international  competition,
Kazakhstan’s geopolitical role as a

stabilizing and balancing force and an
effective mediator, is becoming
increasingly important in modern times. It
has committed itself to a policy of
multilateralism and diplomacy, which
allows it to successfully navigate complex
geopolitical realities and, at times, even
shape the trends and future of Central Asia.

The ability to chart one’s own path in
the face of opposition is the essence of
power. While we have shown Kazakhstan’s
potential as a regional leader in Central
Asia, it is also important to consider the
alternative hypothesis that Kazakhstan will
ultimately fall short of middle power status.
For example, while Kazakhstan has made
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strides towards diversifying its economy the
question remains over whether it can
sustain those efforts over the long term.
Considering the dominant  powers
influencing Central Asia, if not, it will find
itself constrained and thus unable to act
independently enough to be considered a
middle power.

Kazakhstan's engagement  within
international organizations and its decisive
role in conflict settlement issues and peace-
building operations represent its growing
stature as a responsible global actor.

Through far-looking diplomatic
engagements and the correct management
of key initiatives, Kazakhstan has

showcased its purposefulness to maintain
peace, strengthening stability, and
collaborative partnerships both on the
regional and global levels.

This article contributes to a broader
understanding of the prospects and trends
in how emerging middle powers navigate
the complex landscape of international
relations. Further research and discussion
on this topic could lead to a more in-depth
analysis of Kazakhstan's role as a middle
power in Central Asia and how this affects
the development of the country and the
region.

One path future research could take to
better understand Kazakhstan’s place in
the interstate system is to apply a classical
realist perspective, as opposed to the
hierarchical, functional, and behavioralist
perspectives. The hierarchical perspective
looks at some of the same indicators of
power as does realism, while the other two
perspectives focus on elements that are
more related to the liberal internationalist
school of thought. Yet, all of them limit
themselves to state-level factors as the
determinant of power, even as power is
ultimately a relative concept [8]. Thus, it
could prove fruitful to perform a quantitative
analysis of to determine, for instance,
whether the other Central Asian states
follow Kazakhstan when it diverges from
China or Russia’s preferences.
Alternatively, a qualitative study of a few
cases in the same vein might shed some
light on Kazakhstan’s standing as well.
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