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Abstract. This article analyzes the worldwide importance of Kazakhstan's cultural policies within the framework of
international relations. Since achieving independence in 1991, Kazakhstan has deliberately included cultural
elements into its domestic and foreign policy in order to influence its worldwide perception and strengthen its
diplomatic efforts. The paper examines Kazakhstan's cultural diplomacy activities, drawing on historical analysis
and contemporary trends. It highlights the projects' importance in fostering mutual understanding, cooperation, and
peace at the international level. The analysis commences by examining the development of culture in the realm of
international relations theory and practice, emphasizing its increasing significance in influencing diplomatic
interactions, foreign policy choices, and power dynamics. The text explores Kazakhstan's cultural policies, covering
the period from its early years of independence to the present. The Cultural Heritage Program and the promotion
of current Kazakh culture globally are extensively analyzed to demonstrate Kazakhstan's proactive strategy for
revitalizing and promoting its culture. Ultimately, the study emphasizes the crucial significance of culture in
influencing Kazakhstan's approaches to international relations and bolstering its position on the world stage.
Kazakhstan has established itself as a powerful and prominent participant in global affairs by utilizing its cultural
legacy and promoting intercultural conversation and understanding. This has contributed to the development of a
more harmonious and prosperous global community.
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Anpatna. byn makanaga Kasakctan PecnyGnukacbiHbIH MBAEHUN casicaTbiHbIH anemMaik MaHpi3bl TangaHagsl. 1991
XbINbl TYenci3aik anraHHaH 6epi KasakctaH Pecnybnvkachl AMNnomMaTtusinbIK KyLU-XirepiH KyLLeNTY YLUiH ©3iHiH, iLUKi
XOHEe CbIpTKbl casicaTblHa MBOEHM 3AnemeHTTepAi eHride b6actamgpl. Makanaga Tapuxv Tangay XeHe Kasipri
3aMaHfbl  ypaicTep Heridinge KasakCTaHHbIH MOAEHM AMMNIIOMAaTUSIChbiHBbIH KbI3METI  KapacTbipbiiagbl. On
XarnblkapanblK OeHrenae e3apa TYCIHICTIKTi, bIHTbIMAKTaCTbIKTbl XoHe GenbiTLWiniKTi HbiFanTyaarbl xxobanapabiH,
MaHbI3ObIIbIFEIH aTan kepceTeai. Tangay xanblikaparnblk KaTblHacTap TEOPUSICbl MEH MpakTMKachkl canacbiHAarbl
MOJEHMWETTIH AaMyblH 3epTTeyaeH 6acTtanazpbl, OHbIH AUNIIOMaTUANbIK ©3apa iC-KMMbINFa, ChIPTKbI cascyu Tanaay
MeH Bunik AMHaMuKacbiHa acep eTyaeri ecin Kene xxaTkaH MaHbI3abbiFbIH aTan kepcetedi. MaTtiHae Tayenci3gikTiH
anFfalkbl XKbingapbiHaH 6actan kasipri yakbiTka OeWiHri ke3eHai KaMTuTbiH KasakCTaHHbIiH, MageHwn cascathbl
septreneni. "Magenn Mypa" OGarpapnamacbl xsHe Oykin enemae 3amaHayu Kasak MoAEHWETIH inrepinety
KazakcTaHHbIH 63 MaAEHWNETIH XaHFbIPTY MEH inrepineTy )eHiHaeri 6encenai cTpaTernscbiH KOPCETY YLUiH MyKUAT
TangaHagpl. Canbin kenrenge, 3eptrey KasakcTaHHbIH Xanblkapanblk kaTbiHacTapFa keskapacTapblHa acep eTyaeri
XKOHE OHbIH, dremMaik apeHafarbl YCTaHbIMbIH HblFaWTyaarbl MSOEHUETTIH, LweLlyLli MaHiH kepceTeni. KasakctaH
©3iHiH MaeHM MypacbiH NaaanaHa oTbIpbIn XeHe MaaeHMeTaparnblk auanor NeH e3apa TYCiHICTiKKe biknan eTe
OTbIPbIN, ©3iH dnemaik iCTepAiH biknanabl XXeHe KepHEKTI KaTbiCyLbICbl peTiHae KepceTTi. byn ynnecimai xaHe
ryngaeHreH anemaik kaybIMaacTblKTbiH AaMyblHa biknan eTTi.

Tywningi cesaep: KasakctaH, MoeHNET, MaAEHN AMNIIOMAaTUs, MBEHN Mypa, XXYMCaK KyLl, MaeHN casicaTt

AHHOTaums. B naHHoM cTaTbe aHanU3npyeTcs BCEMUPHOE 3HAYEHUE KynbTypHOM NonnTukM KasaxcTaHa B pamkax
MEXOYyHapoaHbIX OTHoweHun. C mMomeHTa obpeTeHus HesaBucumocT B 1991 rogy KasaxctaH cosHaTenbHo
BKIOYMIN KYNbTYPHbIE 3MIEMEHTbI B CBOIO BHYTPEHHIOK U BHELUHIOK MOMMTMKY, YTOObI NOBMAUSATL HA MUPOBOE
BOCTPUATAE W YCUNWUTL CBOM AunnomaTudeckve ycunusi. B crtatbe Ha OCHOBE MCTOPUYECKOrO aHanmsa u
COBPEMEHHbLIX TEHAEHUMIA paccMaTpuBaeTCst [OeATeNnlbHOCTb  KynbTypHOW aunnomatum  KasaxctaHa. OH
MOAYEpPKMBAET BaXHOCTb MNPOEKTOB B  YKPEMMEHUM B3aUMOMOHMMAaHWSl, COTPYAHMYECTBA W Mupa Ha
MEXAYHAapOAHOM YPOBHE. AHanu3 HauuMHaeTCsl C U3YYeHus pasBUTUS KyNbTypbl B cepe Teopun U npakTvKu
MEXAYHApPOAHbIX OTHOLUEHWIA, MOAYEPKMBAS €e pacTyllee 3HayeHue BO BIUSHUM Ha AMNomMaTUdeckue
B3aMMOZAECTBUS, BHELLUHENONUTUYECKUIA BLIOOP M AMHaMUKY BnacTu. B TekcTe nccnepyetcst KynbTypHas nonmTmka
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KasaxcTtaHa, oxBaTblBaloLlasi nepunog C nepBbiX NeT He3aBUCMMOCTU OO0 HacTosAlwero BpeMeHW. I'Iporpamma
«KyJ'IbTypHOG Hacneaune» u npoaBwKeHue COBpeMeHHOﬁ Ka3axckom KynbTypbl BO BCeM Mupe TulaTtenbHO

aHanuManpyrTcs, YTobbI

NPOAEMOHCTPMPOBaTb aKTUBHYID cTpaTernio KasaxcTaHa Mo BO3POXAEHUIO U

NPOABWKEHWIO CBOEN KyNbTypbl. B KOHEUHOM cUeTe uccrenoBaHne NoAYEPKUBAET peLuatoLLee 3HaYeHue KynbTypbl
BO BNUSIHUM Ha noaxofbl KasaxctaHa kK MexayHapoOHbIM OTHOLLEHUSIM U YKPENMEHWN €ro No3uLMUA Ha MUPOBOM
apeHe. KazaxcTaH 3apekomeHaoBan cebsl kak BNUATENbHbIA U BUAHBIA y4aCTHUK MUPOBBIX AEN, UCMOMb3ysi CBOe
KynbTypHOE Hacrnezue u crnocobCTBYS MEXKYNbTypHOMY Auarniory v B3aMMONOHUMaHU. STO CrnocobCTBOBano
pa3BuTUio Gonee rapMoOHUYHOTO M NPOLBETAIOLLEN0 MMPOBOrO coobLLEecTBa.

KnioueBble crnoBa: KasaxctaH, KynbTypa, KynbTypHas OuniiomaTtusl, KynbTypHOe Hacrnenue, msrkas cuna,

KynbTypHasi nonuTuka

Introduction

The importance of -culture within the
discipline of International Relations has
grown significantly since the end of the
Cold War. Encompassing a broad spectrum
of human activities and social behaviors,
culture has become a critical tool in shaping
political agendas and fostering public
support. As Theodore Heuss, the first
president of the Federal Republic of
Germany, aptly noted, “politics cannot
engender culture, but culture can shape
politics” [1]. This observation underscores
the enduring relevance of culture as a force
capable of influencing both domestic and
international political landscapes. States
increasingly leverage culture to implement
political initiatives, shape perceptions
abroad, and address complex foreign policy
challenges. Moreover, cultural connections
play a pivotal role in preventing ethnic
conflicts and fostering unity across diverse
political, social, and religious groups.

The dissolution of the Soviet Union in 1991
marked the emergence of newly
independent states, including Kazakhstan,
which now plays an active role on the global
stage. This article examines Kazakhstan’s

cultural  policies, emphasizing their
relevance to the  nation’s  post-
independence development and

international engagement. By investigating
the intersection of cultural diplomacy and
foreign policy, this study addresses critical
gaps in understanding the strategic use of
culture as a form of soft power by post-
Soviet states. Furthermore, the analysis
highlights how Kazakhstan’s cultural
initiatives  have  contributed to its
international reputation and diplomatic
efforts, offering insights into the broader
implications of culture in global politics.

This research seeks to answer the central
question: How have Kazakhstan’s cultural
policies shaped its international reputation
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and contributed to its global diplomatic
strategy? Employing a  qualitative
approach, the study integrates historical
analysis and thematic reviews of policy
documents and academic literature to
examine Kazakhstan’s cultural strategies.
The findings illuminate the pivotal role of

culture in  navigating globalization,
asserting sovereignty, and enhancing the
country’s influence in international
relations.

In an era characterized by intensified
globalization, culture has emerged as a
vital component of both domestic and
foreign policy. While its utility as a policy
instrument is not new, the reliance on
cultural diplomacy as a mechanism for
achieving strategic objectives has grown
substantially. For Kazakhstan, this reliance
reflects a broader effort to integrate cultural
heritage into its identity-building processes
and international engagements,
underscoring the critical role of culture in
shaping global perceptions and fostering
diplomatic success.

Method

This study utilizes a qualitative research
methodology to examine the impact of
Kazakhstan's cultural policies on its global
reputation and diplomatic efforts. The study
entails a historical analysis centered on
Kazakhstan's cultural development since
independence, with specific emphasis on
significant events such as the Cultural
Heritage Program and modern global
cultural efforts. An extensive document
analysis was performed, examining policy

papers, government publications, and
strategic  frameworks  pertinent  to
Kazakhstan's cultural diplomacy.

Furthermore, speeches, declarations, and
official statements delivered in international
venues were analyzed to evaluate how
Kazakhstan conveys its cultural identity
globally. A thematic assessment of
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scholarly literature on cultural diplomacy,
soft power, and national identity was done
to enhance the study. This methodological
approach offered an in-depth analysis of
Kazakhstan's tactics for incorporating
cultural diplomacy into its foreign policy and
its efficacy in promoting collaboration,
mutual understanding, and worldwide
recognition.

Literature Review
Culture and International Relations

The etymology of the term "culture" may be
traced back to the Italian word "cultura" and
was initially employed in literature dating
from the 13th and 14th centuries. The
ltalian term "cultura" translates to "to
cultivate." The term cultivation here implies
plowing the soil, producing crops, and
raising animals. It is evident that the culture
was initially employed for agricultural
purposes. The term, originally derived from
Italian and later adopted by the French,
initially referred to "couture,” or the act of
sewing, and subsequently evolved to
encompass "culture,” or the practice of
agriculture. In the 18th century, the French
assigned this phrase, which denotes the act
of cultivating, the connotation of nurturing
intellectual growth, and the shaping and
advancement of human intellect [2, p. 50].
Subsequently, the term "culture," originally
borrowed from the French language by the
Germans, started to be employed to denote
the concept of civilization and the
progressive development of society [3, p.
104]. Therefore, in ltalian, it means
"cultivating the land." The term "culture"
refers to the acquisition and development of
sophisticated knowledge in Western
European languages. According to
anthropologist Edward Burnett Tylor,
culture and civilization, in their widest
ethnographic meaning, encompass a
comprehensive collection of knowledge,
beliefs, art, conventions, traditions, and all
other acquired talents and habits of human
beings as members of society [4, p. 19-21].

Culture is a complex topic that defies a
simple definition. Raymond Williams, a
British cultural scholar, characterized
culture as one of the most intricate words in
the English language [5, p. 19]. Culture is a
notion that lacks a universally agreed-upon
definition among professionals worldwide.
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Some sources suggest that there are 160
distinct meanings of the concept of culture
[6]. The term of culture in this study refers
to all the material and spiritual values
produced by the human community.

Culture plays a complex and important role
in international relations. Culture is an
integral part of the theory and practice of
international relations, providing important
reflections and insights into diplomatic
encounters, foreign policy decisions, and
power dynamics [7]. Cultural diplomacy
functions as a pragmatic implementation,
promoting comprehension among states
and enhancing the acquisition of soft power
[8-10]. Cultural constructivism offers a
more profound understanding of how
cultural and social influences mold foreign
policies, allowing policymakers to
comprehend the motivations and goals of
nations [11]. Moreover, culture plays a
significant role in shaping how power is
seen and in forming the reputation of
nations in the international arena, thereby
emphasizing the interdependence between
culture and international relations [12].
Culture is a crucial factor in influencing the
dynamics of global society, ranging from
theoretical frameworks to real diplomatic
efforts and the demonstration of national
influence.

Culture originated with the inception of
societal living, serving as a means of
international and inter-societal
connections. Events like commerce,
conquests, and migration have an impact
on cultural interaction between societies.
Ancient diplomats, sometimes known as
ambassadors, were crucial in facilitating
cultural interchange between communities
or governments. Ambassadors were
dispatched during those times not merely to
deliver messages but also to gather
intelligence about the country or region they
were visiting. Ambassadors played a
crucial role in promoting their culture to
other societies and facilitating
communication across communities.

France was the first state to formalize
cultural activity. The French established the
French Academy (Academie Francaise) in
1635, emphasizing their language and
cultural ideals. Cardinal Richelieu formally
established the intellectuals’ society in
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1635 at the residence of writer Valentin
Conrart. This academy is responsible for
overseeing the French language and
monitoring  published works. France
recognized that the reputation and impact
of the state internationally relied on the
continuation of la francophonie. In 1883,
France founded the French Cultural Center
(Alliance Francaise) to enhance the global
dissemination and endorsement of the
French language. In the mid-18th century,
other European nations began establishing
institutions to showcase their cultural riches
and accomplishments internationally,
following a similar approach. The British
Council, established by the United Kingdom
in 1934, and the Goethe Institut,
established by the Germans in 1951, are
two examples of this [13, p. 54]. Similarly,
Russia has formed the Russkiy Mir
foundation in other locations across the
globe. The Russkiy Mir Foundation
engages in the operation of cultural
institutions, the organization of language
courses, and the promotion of Russian

cultural events on a global scale.
Consequently, these endeavors have
made the Russian language more

attainable and attractive to individuals from
many cultural backgrounds worldwide. In
addition, the foundation's projects have
played a role in promoting a deeper
comprehension and admiration of Russian
culture and heritage outside of Russia.
Moreover, Russia utilizes this foundation as
a means to uphold its influence in the
territories that were once part of the Soviet
Union. The main objective of these
organizations is to promote their indigenous
language and cultural heritage while also
improving their global standing.
Nevertheless, they also function as
influential tools for projecting soft power on
the international platform for their individual
nations [14-16]. Furthermore, their efforts
might be understood as strategic actions
intended to offset the lingering impact of
previous imperialist powers in territories
that were historically occupied by these
nations.

Cultural policies are crucial for newly
independent governments such as
Kazakhstan to protect their distinct cultural
identity in the face of the overwhelming
impact of more powerful nations. In
addition, similar to countries that have
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experienced long-term external
domination, Kazakhstan, after gaining
independence, is making efforts to revive
its cultural heritage, which was forcefully
suppressed throughout its period of Soviet
incorporation. Therefore, culture plays a
crucial role in Kazakhstan's foreign policy
agenda, functioning as an essential
instrument for the decolonization process.

Culture has always been overlooked in the
field of International Relations. Politicians
and scholars both concentrate on national
power, national interest, and international
economic cooperation. International
Relations theories typically center on these
topics. Realism prioritizes power and
security; liberalism focuses on international
cooperation, law, and trade; and Marxism
analyzes international relations through
class struggle.

International relations encompass cultural,
political, economic, and legal components
in the interactions between states,
demonstrating the interconnectedness of
culture and politics. The relationship
between culture and politics can be
categorized into three divisions in this
context.

a. The supremacy of politics; culture is
reliant on politics and cannot exist
as a separate entity. Marxists have
supported this method. Marxists
view culture and politics as the
superstructure and economy and
production as the infrastructure.
They believe that culture is not a
formation that exists outside of
historical context. Culture arises
within certain historical contexts and
serves to justify the goals of the
ruling class. Culture and politics are
interwoven in international
relations, which encompass the
cultural, political, economic, and
legal components of interactions
between states. The relationship
between culture and politics can be
divided into three categories in this
context [17,18].

b. The supremacy of culture;
Advocates of this strategy have a
contrasting perspective. Experts
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suggest that culture's dominance
over politics can result in
nationalism. Representatives of the
Frankfurt School, including Max
Horkheimer, Theodor W. Adorno,
Herbert Marcuse, and Jurgen
Habermas, promoted this
approach. Representatives of the
Frankfurt School were influenced by
Marxist ideology. Furthermore,
individuals from this  school
scrutinized Marxism's concept of
"an economic infrastructure and an
ideological superstructure linked to
this infrastructure” and contended
that culture exists autonomously
[19]. The Frankfurt School, a group
of academics linked to the Institute
for Social Research in Frankfurt in
the 20th century, provided a
detailed and critical view of the
Marxist idea of the economic
foundation and ideological
framework. The Frankfurt School
scholars enhanced conventional
Marxist theory by proposing notions
such as the "culture industry."
According to this theory, elites have
industrialized and turned cultural
creation into commodities in
developed capitalist countries so
that they can control and influence
public perception. The scholars
criticized "instrumental reason,"
stating that rationality in modern
civilizations has been limited to
efficiency and technical methods,
leading to dehumanization and
alienation in culture and society.
The Frankfurt School developed
Critical Theory to critically analyze
societal structures, such as the
economic base and ideological
superstructure, in order to
understand and challenge power
dynamics in modern capitalist
societies [20].

c. Interaction: In this perspective,
culture and politics are considered
equal in importance. Culture and
politics have a reciprocal
relationship. Cultural groups today
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collaborate closely with
governments and hold significant
influence  over  administrators'
decision-making. This perspective
is currently more emphasized than
past viewpoints [19].

Results
The Global Aspect of Kazakhstan's
Cultural Policies

States utilize culture as a foreign policy
instrument to safeguard their national
interests and accomplish their objectives. In
the 21st century, states often utilize cultural
diplomacy to maintain a favorable
international reputation. Cultural diplomacy
is a form of soft power. Joseph Nye, the
originator of the notion of soft power,
asserts that national culture is a
fundamental component of soft power [21].
The cultural qualities of a state play a
crucial role in enhancing its appeal on the
global stage. Kazakhstan, as a sovereign
nation, utilizes cultural components to
enhance its favorable reputation on the
global stage. After 2004, Kazakhstan
began incorporating cultural components
into their foreign policy, shifting their focus
from economic and political matters, which
were prioritized in the initial years of
independence.

In the 1990s, Kazakhstan was undergoing
three simultaneous transition periods. The
transitions  include the  shift from
communism to democracy following the
dissolution of the Soviet Union, the change
from a socialist economic system to a
market economy, and the move from
constant conflict in the bipolar international
relations system to a peaceful and multi-
vector foreign policy approach. Kazakhstan
did not prioritize cultural policies throughout
this transition period. Until the early 2000s,
cultural elements were not included in
Kazakhstan's foreign policy strategies and
concepts. In the initial decade following
independence, Kazakhstan's foreign policy
primarily focused on safeguarding its
territorial integrity and upholding its
independence. The "Kazakhstan 2030"
strategy, released in 1997, stressed the
importance of Kazakhstan enhancing its
influence and fostering positive
relationships with neighboring countries to
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safeguard its security and preserve its
geographical boundaries [22].
Kazakhstan's foreign  policy stance
throughout the first decade prioritized
economic considerations over political
ones.

When assessing Kazakhstan's foreign
policy during the initial years of
independence, the former Minister of
Foreign Affairs and current president,
Tokayev, characterized Kazakhstan's
relationships with China and Russia as a
policy of balance [23, p. 28]. Kazakhstan
initiated the construction of a collaborative
oil pipeline with China in 1997 to enhance
its energy security. The Atasu-Alashankou
pipeline, finished in 2005, allowed
Kazakhstan's oil from the Caspian basin to
access the global market through China.
The Kazakhstan government has partially
diminished Russia's dominance in the
energy sector. Kazakhstan maintains its
independence and territorial integrity
through similar balancing tactics without
resorting to harsh rhetoric or xenophobia
[24, p. 4].

The balance in Kazakhstan's international
cultural policies can also be observed.
Kazakhstan prioritizes the shared Soviet
history in its cultural ties with Russia and
CIS countries while focusing on research
about Turkic identity and history in its
connections with the Turkic World.
Kazakhstan has been involved in the "CIS
Capitals of Culture" project within the
Commonwealth of Independent States
since 2011 and has also engaged in the
"Cultural Capitals of the Turkic World"
project since 2012. Kazakhstan is
enhancing its cultural collaboration with
both CIS countries and the Turkic world.
Astana, Almaty, and Shymkent were
named the CIS capitals of culture in 2012,
2014, and 2020 [25], respectively. Astana
and Turkistan became the cultural capitals
of the Turkic World in 2012 and 2017 [26].
The Kazakhstan government manages
cultural initiatives conducted inside the
institution, such as the Russian-led CIS and
TURKSQY, to promote unity and
collaboration in the Turkic world.

With the launch of the Cultural Heritage
program in 2004, Kazakhstan tried to revive
the cultural values it lost when it was a part
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of Tsarist Russia and the Soviet Union.
Kazakhstan has incorporated cultural
components into both its international and
internal policies since this day. This
program plays a significant role in the
cultural  decolonization  process in
Kazakhstan by allowing historical items
representing the spiritual and cultural
legacy of the Kazakh people to be
accessible to a broad audience.

In his piece "Course towards the Future:
Modernization of Kazakhstan’s Identity,"
Nazarbayev stressed the importance of
developing and promoting Kazakhstan's
cultural values globally. He proposed the
development of a new initiative titled
"Contemporary Kazakhstan Culture in the
Global World" for this goal. Nazarbayev
expressed in the piece that Kazakhstan
should be recognized not just for its natural
resources, but foreign policy efforts, and
cultural accomplishments [27].
Nazarbayev's project aimed to showcase
Kazakhstan's accomplishments in modern
cultural areas like literature, music, art,
theater, and cinema on an international
scale. Two works, "Anthology of
Contemporary Kazakhstan Poetry" and
"Anthology of Contemporary Kazakhstan
Prose," were translated into the six official
languages of the UN for this project.
Furthermore, concerts and exhibitions
featuring Kazakh artists are organized in
many places. Abay State Academic Opera
and Ballet Theater and Astana Symphony
Orchestra performed concerts in France.
The "Golden man is in World Museums"
project aimed to promote Kazakh history
and culture. The exhibition features a
significant work from the Saka culture that
offers a fresh perspective on Turkic history,
along with over 200 historical artifacts from
the Great Steppe culture and surrounding
civilizations. It has been displayed in major
museums across 12 countries since 2019.
The exhibition named "Great Steppe:
history and culture" took place at the
Anatolian Civilizations Museum in Ankara
from September 12 to October 12, 2019
[28]. Kazakhstan government
organizations and its representatives
abroad organize activities to promote
Kazakh culture and history in major cities
worldwide.



MEMINEKETTIK BACKAPY XXOHE MEMINEKETTIK KbIBMET

Kazakhstan's worldwide endeavors
contribute to the beneficial development of
the country's image. Kazakhstan has
introduced several international projects,
such as the Conference on Interaction and
Confidence Building Measures in Asia
(CICA), the Congress of Leaders of World
and Traditional Religions, and the
UNESCO International Decade for the
Rapprochement of Cultures (2013-2022).
Kazakhstan's peaceful and diversified
foreign policy approach is seen in its
endeavors on the international arena.

Following independence, Kazakhstan
began the process of establishing a unique
cooperation and security initiative in Asia.
President Nazarbayev proposed the idea of
a Conference on Interaction and
Confidence-Building Measures in Asia
during his speech to the UN General
Assembly on October 5, 1992. This project,
which Kazakhstan initiated, aimed to
establish an organization resembling the
OSCE to uphold security and peace in Asia.
Initially, Asian countries were not
enthusiastic about this idea. The vast
diversity of governments in Asia, along with
regions prone to high conflict, posed a
significant challenge to implementing this
theory [29]. Unlike other regions, the Asian
Continent did not have a similar framework
during that period, and prior efforts to
establish one were largely unsuccessful.
Several Asian countries  supported
Kazakhstan's plan. In 1996, a meeting in
Almaty convened the Deputy Ministers of
Foreign Affairs from the 15 nations that had
committed to participating in CICA. In 1999,
three years later, the inaugural meeting of
CICA Foreign Ministers took place. The
First CICA Summit took place in Almaty in
2002 and approved the CICA Charter [30,
p. 32-33]. CICA formulates and oversees
policies focused on economic, social, and
cultural collaboration through multilateral
methods to safeguard peace, security, and
stability on the Asian Continent. This is
done within the principles of sovereignty,
equality, and non-interference in the
internal affairs of member states. CICA
currently consists of twenty-seven member
states, representing almost 90% of Asia's
landmass and population. Five
multinational organizations and nine
countries, including the United Nations,
hold observer status [31]. Kazakhstan
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proposed creating CICA to promote peace
and security in international relations,
advocating for peaceful and cooperative
solutions to global issues.

The Congress of Leaders of World and
Traditional Religions that Kazakhstan
organized in Astana was another significant
initiative in the international arena. The
congress, held in Astana on September
23-24, 2003, aimed to foster understanding
between religions and cultures.
Kazakhstan established a platform in
response to the rising religious and
sectarian disputes following the events of
September 11, 2001. This initiative is
directly connected to Kazakhstan's
domestic policies. Kazakhstan is a country
recognized for its diverse population living
harmoniously. Thus, upon Kazakhstan's
initial  independence, certain scholars
forecasted the likelihood of ethnic and
religious conflicts within the country. Simply
put, in the early 1990s, there were doubts
about Kazakhstan's ability to remain a
sovereign nation. Due to the peaceful
policies implemented, all ethnic and
religious groups in Kazakhstan coexist in
safety and harmony. Kazakhstan wanted to
extend its achievements in internal politics
to regional and global levels. The Congress
of World and Traditional Religious Leaders
should be viewed as an effort to accomplish
this objective.

The theme of the 6th Congress, which took
place in October 2018, was "Religious
leaders for a safe world." Over 82
representatives from many world and
traditional faiths, religious organizations,
and international groups participated in this
convention [32]. The Palace of Peace and
Tolerance in Astana, Kazakhstan, was
constructed specifically to accommodate
the Congress of World and Traditional
Religious Leaders. A key element of the
peaceful policies supporting Kazakhstan's
platform is tolerance among the Kazakh
people. Thus, all peaceful policies in
Kazakhstan are based on this concept. The
Congress of World and Traditional
Religious Leaders in Kazakhstan is a
significant forum where representatives of
various religions, cultures, and civilizations
gather, making it a key feature of
Kazakhstan's international reputation.
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The ‘International Decade for the
Rapprochement of Cultures (2013-2022)"
project, implemented inside UNESCO, is
another significant endeavor started by
Kazakhstan. The project was presented
during the 34th General Conference of
UNESCO. This initiative emphasizes the
convergence of cultures, international
security, and social cohesion, signaling
Kazakhstan's good and peaceful image
development. The rapprochement of
cultures suggests that global stability and

societal unity rely on embracing
fundamental notions like compassion,
solidarity, brotherhood, hospitality, and

enjoyment, which are essential elements of
human nature across many beliefs and
ideologies. Dialogue has a crucial role in
fostering a broad global consciousness that
transcends racial, ethnic, and
socioeconomic biases [33]. Kazakhstan
introduced the "International Decade for the
Rapprochement of Cultures” initiative at the
UNESCO General Conference and took the
lead by hosting the official opening of ten
projects and providing financial support for
the initiative's implementation [34, p. 204].

In 2020, the International Center for
Cultural Rapprochement was formed in
Almaty under an agreement between the
Ministry of Culture and Sports of
Kazakhstan and UNESCO. Under the
leadership of renowned writer, politician,
and diplomat Olzhas Suleymenov, this
center is anticipated to serve as a
significant institution uniting professionals
and scholars in the realm of international
cultural studies. Kazakhstan aims to
promote interreligious, interethnic, and
intercultural communication inside the
country and beyond.

Kazakhstan is becoming involved in global
politics by establishing itself as a neutral
mediator in  international  conflicts.
Kazakhstan serves as the focal point of
diplomacy in Central Asia due to hosting
several international negotiations in large
cities like Astana and Almaty. The
discussions on Iran's nuclear program in
Almaty in 2013 and the Astana process in
2017 to resolve the civil conflict in Syria
enhanced Kazakhstan's role as a mediator.
Kazakhstan has been involved in mediating
several crises since the early years of its
independence, although its role as a
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mediator grew more prominent following
these two occurrences. Kazakhstan
mediated in the Karabakh conflict between
Azerbaijan and Armenia in 1991 and also
sought to mediate in the crises between
Ukraine and Russia, as well as the "aircraft
crisis" between Turkey and Russia [30, p.
38]. These crises had a direct impact on the
geopolitical situation in the Central Asian
region. Any conflict or catastrophe on the
Eurasian continent poses a threat to
Kazakhstan. = Kazakhstan's  economic
prosperity and political stability are closely
dependent on the peace and calm of
neighboring states such as China and
Russia, given its small population and vast
territory. Kazakhstan acts as a mediator
and conciliator to enhance its reputation
and safeguard its territorial integrity and
independence. Kazakhstan's mediation
endeavors and calm foreign policy
approach are attributed to effective cultural
policies within the country.

Discussion

The results indicate that Kazakhstan's
cultural diplomacy has been essential in
defining its global identity and diplomatic
approach. Since achieving independence,
Kazakhstan has adeptly employed cultural
projects to reinforce its national identity and
shape global opinions. The nation has
demonstrated its historical depth and
cultural diversity through efforts like the
Cultural Heritage Program and other
notable global cultural endeavors, offering
a more nuanced portrayal beyond its
economic and geopolitical importance. This
proactive cultural involvement has enabled
Kazakhstan to develop soft power through
the promotion of favorable diplomatic ties
and worldwide goodwill. Kazakhstan has
underscored its cultural richness and
enhanced its global stature as a
progressive and culturally cognizant nation
by active participation in international
cultural events and exhibitions.
Furthermore, Kazakhstan's focus on
cultural diplomacy has  facilitated
peacebuilding and regional collaboration.
Its initiatives, like the Congress of Leaders
of World and Traditional Religions and the
Conference on Interaction and Confidence-
Building Measures in Asia (CICA), have
evidenced a dedication to intercultural
discussion and conflict prevention. The
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nation's diplomatic initiatives in settling
regional conflicts, shown by its facilitation of
dialogue between Azerbaijan and Armenia,
highlight the potential of cultural diplomacy
as a mechanism for fostering stability.
Kazakhstan has achieved notable
advancements in employing cultural
diplomacy to improve its international
standing;  however, there remains
opportunity  for further development,
especially through enhanced collaborations
with global organizations and greater
promotion of current Kazakh culture.
Kazakhstan's cultural diplomacy has
effectively fostered international
collaboration, enhanced its global profile,
and promoted peace, establishing the
country as a significant and responsible
actor in global affairs.

Conclusion

Through a thorough examination of
Kazakhstan's cultural policies and their
impact on the world stage, it is clear that
culture plays a crucial role in shaping the
nation's international relations tactics and
improving its global reputation.
Kazakhstan's intentional integration of
cultural elements into its domestic and
foreign policies demonstrates a proactive
strategy to utilize its cultural history and
identity on a global platform.

Kazakhstan has consistently displayed a
sophisticated comprehension of the

complex relationship between culture,
politics, and diplomacy throughout its
history. Since gaining independence,

Kazakhstan has actively pursued cultural
revival and promotion, with the goal of
reclaiming and showcasing its diverse
legacy while developing global
understanding and collaboration.

Kazakhstan's commitment to presenting its
cultural diversity and innovation is evident
through efforts like the Cultural Heritage
Program and the international promotion of
current Kazakh culture. Kazakhstan has
successfully showcased its cultural identity
on the global stage through initiatives like
the "Contemporary Kazakhstan Culture in
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the Global World" project and exhibitions
highlighting Kazakh artists and historical
artifacts. This has helped to broaden the
understanding of the nation beyond its
natural resources and  geopolitical
importance, presenting a more nuanced
and diverse perspective.

Kazakhstan's commitment to promoting
dialogue, tolerance, and cooperation
among nations is demonstrated through its
active involvement in international forums
and initiatives, including the Conference on
Interaction and Confidence-Building
Measures in Asia (CICA), the Congress of
Leaders of World and Traditional Religions,
and the UNESCO International Decade for
the Rapprochement of Cultures.
Kazakhstan has been a significant
participant in worldwide endeavors to
advance peace, security, and mutual
respect by advocating for projects that
encourage intercultural conversation and
understanding.

In addition, Kazakhstan's position as a
mediator in regional and international crises
showcases its diplomatic skill and
dedication to upholding stability and
security in the Eurasian region. Kazakhstan
has showcased its potential to positively
contribute to regional peace and security by
acting as a neutral mediator in crises like
the ones between Azerbaijan and Armenia
and the civil crisis in Syria. This has further
solidified its position as a responsible global
actor.

Ultimately, the cultural policies of
Kazakhstan have significant consequences
for its international ties and global
reputation. Kazakhstan has established
itself as a vibrant and influential participant
in the international arena by utilizing its
cultural heritage, fostering discussion and
collaboration, and acting as a mediator in
regional crises. Kazakhstan's ongoing
investment in cultural diplomacy and
dedication to promoting peace and
understanding will surely enhance global
harmony and prosperity.
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