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Abstract. This article explores the intricate relationship between Afghanistan's evolving political landscape and the
ambitious Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). Situated at the crossroads of geopolitical complexities, Afghanistan has
undergone enduring political transformations, prompting a critical review of its international role. As the nation grapples
with transformative political journeys, this study scrutinizes the interplay between internal changes and the broader
goals of the BRI. Initiated by China, the BRI represents an unprecedented effort in global connectivity and economic
cooperation. The article outlines the dynamics of Afghanistan's political scenario and its potential impact on the BRI,
revealing the complex relationship between political changes and the future trajectory of this ambitious initiative within
Afghanistan's borders. Central to this exploration is the Belt and Road Initiative, a historic initiative spanning continents
with the aim to reshape global trade patterns and strengthen economic cooperation. Originating from China, the BRI
vision goes beyond infrastructure development, encompassing diplomatic, economic, and cultural dimensions.
Understanding the goals and mechanisms of the BRI is fundamental to assessing how Afghanistan's political
transformation might align with this transformative initiative. This article aims to dissect the point where Afghanistan's
political trajectory converges with the aspirations of the BRI. By detailing the complex interplay between these two
dynamic forces, the study explores synergies, conflicts, and potential implications for Afghanistan's geopolitical position
and the broader goals of the BRI. As a scholarly endeavor, it contributes nuanced insights to the ongoing discourse on
global politics, international cooperation, and the transformative potential of large-scale infrastructure projects in regions
undergoing significant political change.

Keywords: Afghanistan, Political Change, Belt and Road Initiative, Geopolitics, Infrastructure Development, Economic
Dynamics, Regional Cooperation.

AHpatna. byn makanaga AyfaHCTaHHbIH, JaMbIn Kene XaTkaH cascy naHgwadTel MeH epwin "bengey xaHe Xon"
Bactamacel (BRI) apacbiHgarbl kypaeni katblHacTap KapacTtbipbinagbl. [eocascyn KMbIHObIKTApAbIH KWbIMbICbIHAA
OpHanackaH AyFaHCTaH TypakTbl casicu e3repictepre yLblpagbl, 6yn OHbIH Xxanbikapanblk peniH CbiHW TypFblaaH Kanta

" Corresponding author: L. Delovarova, delovarova@mail.ru

78



Kapayra utepmenegi. ¥nT TpaHcdopMauusnblk casic casixaTTapMeH Kypecin XaTkaHAblKTaH, Oyn 3epTrey iLuki
esrepictep MeH BRI-giH keHipek makcaTTapbl apacblHOafbl e3apa apekeTTecydi MyKuAT 3eptrengi. Kbirangbid
6actamacbiveH BRI xxahaHgpblk 6arinaHbIC neH 3KOHOMUKanbIK bIHTbIMAKTACTbIK canacbiHAarbl bypbiH-COHAbI GonmaraH
Kyw-xirepai 6ingipeai. Makanaga AyFaHCTaHHbIH Casicy CLLEeHapUIAiHIH AMHaMUKachkl XoaHe OHbIH BRI-re bikTumMan acepi
6aaHpanbin, cascu esrepictep MeH AyfaHCTaH LiekapacbiHOafbl OCbl epLuin 6actamaHblH 6onalak TpaeKTopusachl
apacblHgarbl kypaeni 6annaneic aHbikTanFaH. byn 6apnayabiH, 6acTel 6afbiTel - "Bengey xoHe XKon" Bactamacsl,
XahaHapblK cayaa KypbinbIMbIH ©3repTy XaHe 3KOHOMMUKanbIK bIHTbIMAKTACTbIKTbl HbIFAUTY MakcaTblHAA KOHTUHEHTTEPAI
KamMTUTbIH Tapuxu 6actama. KbitangaH weikkaH BRI ke3kapacbl AvnnomMaTusnblK, SKOHOMWKArbIK X9HEe MaaeHu
enwemaepai KamTUTbIH MHApakypbinbiMabl AambiTy WeHbepiHeH woiFagsl. BRI makcaTTapsl MeH mMexaHu3maepiH
TYCiHy AyfaHCTaHOafbl casicM e3repicTepAiH ocbl TpaHcdopMaumanblk 6actamara kanawm cavikec kKeneTiHiH 6aranay
YWiH eTe MaHbI3abl. Byn makana AyfaHCTaHHbIH cascu TpaekTopusicbiHbiH BRI yMmTbInbICTapbiHa cankec KeneTiH
HYKTeCiH Tangayra 6arbiTTanfaH. Ocbl eki AMHaMMUKanblK KYLUTIH KypAeni e3apa apekeTTecyiH enken-Tenkenni cunaTran
OTbIpbIN, 3epTTey ayfaHCTaHHbIH reocasicu xafgawvbiHa xoHe BRI-HIH KeHipek MakcaTTapblHa CUHepreTuKaHbl,
KaKTbIFbICTapAbl XX8He bIKTMMan cangapblH 3epTTengi. Foinbivm xoba peTiHge on xahaHablk cascat, xanblkapanblk
bIHTBIMAKTACTbIK >XOHe eneyni cascu earepicTepre yliblparaH ariMakTapaarbl aykbiMAbl WHpPaKypbibiMabIK
xobanapaplH TpaHcdhopMaumanblk aneyeTi Typanbl Xanfacbin XaTkaH AUCKYPCTbl enKen-Tenkewnni TyciHyre biknan
eteqi.

Tynin ce3pep: AyraHcTaH, casicu e3srepictep, "benpgey xaHe xon" 6acTtamachl, reocasicat, UHMpPaKypbinbiMabl
AaMbITy, 9KOHOMUKAIbIK AMHAMYKA, allMaKTbIK bIHTbIMaKTaCTbIK.

AHHOTaums. B aTon cTatbe uccrnegyeTtcs CrnoxHas B3aumMoCBSA3b MEXAY MEHSIIOLMMCS NONUTUYECKUM NaHawadToM
AdraHncrana n ambuumosHon nHuumaTtneom "Mosc n nyts" (BRI). PacnonoxeHHbI Ha nepekpecTke reononuTnyeckmx
cnoxHocTten, AdraHucTaH npetepnen onuTenbHble NonuTuYeckue npeobpasoBaHus, 4To NOBYANMO K KPUTUHECKOMY
nepecMoTpy ero MexayHapoaHowm ponu. B To Bpemsi Kak Haums cTankMBaeTcsi C NONUTUYECKMMU Npeobpa3oBaHnsiMY,
B 9TOM MCCregoBaHUM TLWATENbHO N3yYaeTCsl B3aUMOCBS3b MEXAY BHYTPEHHUMU U3MEHEHUAMM 1 Gonee LWMPOKMMM
uensmu Muuumnatuebl. MHnumatmea, nHuumMmpoBaHHas KuTtaem, npencrtaBnsieT coboi GecnpeleneHTHoe ycunve B
o6nactu rnobarnbHbIX CBA3EN N 3KOHOMUYECKOro COTPYAHNYECTBa. B cTaTbe onnceiBaeTcs AUHaMMUKa NOMMTUYECKOrO
cueHapus AdbraHuctaHa M ero noteHumanbHoe BnvsiHMe Ha BRI, packpbiBaeTcs cnoxHas B3auMOCBS3b Mexay
NONMUTUYECKUMWN WN3MEHEHUsIMU U Byayllelt TpaekTopuen 3ToW aMOMUMO3HOM MHMLMATMBLI B Npefenax rpaHuy,
Adranncrana. LieHTpanbHoe MecTo B 9TOM MCCregoBaHuu 3aHMMaeT mHuumatmea "lNosic u nyTe", ncrtopmnyeckas
WHMUMaTUBA, OXBaTblBaKLlAsi KOHTUHEHTbl C LENbi U3MEHEHWs Mogenen rnobanbHOW TOProBfvM U yKpPeneHus
aKoHOMM4Yeckoro coTpygHudectBa. KoHuenumsi BRI, ucxogsiwas wmn3 Kutas, BbIXOOUT 3a pamkv pasBuUTUs
WHPPACTPYKTYpbl, OXBaTbiBasg OUNIOMATUYECKME, 3KOHOMUYECKME M KyNbTypHble acnekTbl. MNoHMMaHue uenen u
mexaHnmamoB BRI nmeeT ocHoBononarawliee 3HadyeHue Ans OLEHKM TOro, Kak nonutuyeckue npeobpas3oBaHus B
AdpraHnucrtaHe MoryT cornacoBaTtbCsi C 9ToW npeobpasytollen nHMuuaTuBon. Llenb aTol ctathn - npoaHannanmpoBaTh
TOYKY, B KOTOPOW Nonutuyeckas Tpaektopusa AdraHuctaHa cosnagaet ¢ yctpemneHuamu BRI. eTanusmpys cnoxHoe
B3anMoOAeNCcTBUE Mexay 3TMMU ABYMS AMHAMUYHBIMW CUIlaMuy, B UCCNEAOBaHUN UCCNEayoTCA CUHEPTMUN, KOHMMKTbI
W NoTeHUMarnbHbIe NOCNeACTBUSA AN reononuTuyeckoro nonoxeHns AdraHuctaHa n 6onee wupokux Lenen BRI. Kak
Hay4yHas paboTa, OHa BHOCWUT rnyOoKuin BKNag B TeKyliMe AMCKYCCUM O rnobanbHOM MOMNUTUKE, MEeXOyHapOL4HOM
COTPYAHMYECTBE U MpeobpasyollemM noTeHumane KpynHoMaclTabHbIX MHPACTPYKTYPHbIX MPOEKTOB B PErMoHax,
npeTepneBalLmX 3HAUYUTENBHbIE NONINMTUYECKNE U3MEHEHUS.

KnioueBble cnoBa: AdraHuctaH, Nonutnyeckne nepemensbl, Muuymnatmea "Mosc n nyte", Meononutuka, Passutue
WH(PaCTPYKTYypbl, AKOHOMUYECKas AUHaMKKa, PermoHansHoe coTpyaHNYECTBO.

Introduction sought to establish an Islamic emirate in
Afghanistan. Their goals conflicted with the

Political changes in Afghanistan in vision of the Republic, leading to a long and

2021 encompasses a complex narrative that tumultuous conflict. The Taliban took control.
has unfolded over two decades. The After the Taliban took control,
republican regime, established in 2001 with Afghanistan  experienced a profound
the direct intervention of the United States transformation in its p0|itica| |andscape,
and NATO, has enjoyed constant financial, which raised concerns about the country's
political and military support from these allies future global interactions. One notable
throughout its life. However, an important concern surrounds potential participation in
moment came with the signing of the Doha China's megaproject known as the Belt and
Agreement by the United States and the Road Initiative (BRI). This ambitious initiative
Taliban, leaving the government of the aims to promote global connectivity through
Republic of Afghanistan out of the infrastructure  development, trade and
negotiations, signing the agreement with the economic cooperation. The implications of
United States and its allies, and ceasing to Afghanistan's participation in the BRI require
support the republican regime, as a result of thorough scientific research to assess the
which the government could not continue benefits, risks, and long-term implications of
against the Taliban. It fell in 2021. The such participation. These considerations
Taliban, with a long 20-year struggle against reflect the complex web of geopolitical
the Republic, the United States and NATO, dynamics that shape Afghanistan's evolving
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relationships on the world stage and
emphasize the need for careful consideration
and strategic decision-making in guiding the
country's path forward.

Afghanistan, a country rooted in the
crossroads of geopolitical complexities, has
been the focus of global attention due to its
enduring political transformations. In the
background of historical turmoil, the recent
changes in Afghanistan's political landscape
have opened a new chapter and caused a
critical review of the country's role in the
international arena. This article explores the
political changes in Afghanistan and their
profound implications for the ambitious Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI). As Afghanistan
grapples with a transformative political
journey, the interplay between these internal
changes and the broader goals of the BRI
warrants careful scholarly scrutiny. The BRI,
initiated by  China, represents an
unprecedented effort in global connectivity
and economic cooperation. It is therefore
necessary to outline the dynamics of
Afghanistan's evolving political scenario and
its potential impact on the BRI, revealing the
complex relationship between political
changes and the future trajectory of this
ambitious initiative within Afghanistan's
borders.

To understand the relationship
between political change and the BRI, it is
necessary to put historical and contemporary
political developments in Afghanistan into
context. The resilience of the nation in the
face of adversities has caused this country to
undergo fundamental changes, each of
which affects its position on the world stage.
Examining the catalysts, actors and
consequences of these changes is very
important to unravel the complex fabric of
Afghanistan's political tapestry.

At the heart of this exploration is the
Belt and Road Initiative, a historic initiative
that spans continents and aims to reshape
global trade patterns and strengthen
economic cooperation. Originating from
China, the comprehensive BRI vision goes
far beyond infrastructure development and
encompasses diplomatic, economic and
cultural dimensions. Understanding the
goals and mechanisms of the BRI is
fundamental to assessing how Afghanistan's
political transformation might mesh with this
transformative initiative.

This article seeks to cross the point
where Afghanistan's political trajectory
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converges with the aspirations of the BRI. By
detailing the complex interplay between
these two dynamic forces, we aim to explore
the synergies, conflicts, and potential
implications for Afghanistan's geopolitical
position and the broader goals of the BRI.

As we embark on this scholarly
endeavor, we aim to contribute nuanced
insights to the ongoing discourse on global
politics, international cooperation, and the
transformative potential of large-scale
infrastructure projects in regions undergoing
significant political change.

Significance:

The overarching goals of this research
endeavor can be delineated into four key
objectives. Firstly, the study aims to
comprehensively comprehend Afghanistan's
ongoing political transition by conducting a
nuanced analysis. This involves identifying
the primary drivers, key actors, and
discerning the implications these political
changes hold for the nation's intricate
political landscape. Secondly, an exhaustive
exploration of the Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI) constitutes a pivotal goal. This includes
delving into the BRI's defined objectives, its
expansive scope, and the regional
implications it poses. By dissecting these
aspects, the research seeks to unravel the
BRI's role in shaping global trade patterns
and enhancing connectivity on a regional
scale. The third goal centers around
investigating the intersection of
Afghanistan's political changes and the BRI.
This involves a meticulous examination of
the dynamic interaction between the two
elements,  elucidating how  political
transitions in Afghanistan and the goals of
the BRI mutually influence one another.
Finally, the research aspires to offer
actionable policy insights. By distilling
practical recommendations, the aim is to
provide guidance for  policymakers,
stakeholders, and international actors
engaged with Afghanistan. These insights
are intended to contribute significantly to
informed decision-making in the evolving
geopolitical landscape, fostering effective
engagement and cooperation in the region.

Research Problem:

The research problem at the heart of
this study is to discern how Afghanistan's
ongoing political change influences its role in
the international arena, particularly in the
context of the Belt and Road Initiative.
Understanding the implications of this



political transition is essential for anticipating
the nation's future trajectory and its impact
on global initiatives.

Research Question:

The central research question guiding
this inquiry is: How does Afghanistan's
current  political change  affect its
engagement with and the future prospects of
the Belt and Road Initiative?

Hypothesis:

Building upon existing literature and
initial observations, we hypothesize that the
political changes in Afghanistan  will
significantly impact its cooperation with the
BRI. These changes may present both
challenges and opportunities, shaping the
nation's positioning in the evolving landscape
of global economic and political
collaborations.

Method and material

To address the research question and
test the hypothesis, a mixed-methods
approach has been employed, combining
both qualitative and quantitative research
methods to comprehensively investigate
recent political developments in Afghanistan
concerning its engagement with the Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI). The integration of these
two methodological approaches has served
a dual purpose. First, it has ensured a
comprehensive and well-rounded
understanding of the research topic.
Qualitative methods, specifically an in-depth
examination of recent political developments
through content analysis, have provided
insights into the contextual nuances of
Afghanistan's political landscape.
Meanwhile, quantitative data, encompassing
economic indicators and collaboration
metrics, have offered numerical insights for
statistical analysis.

The qualitative analysis, using content
analysis as the chosen technique, has
involved systematically examining the
content of text or visual materials related to
recent political developments in Afghanistan.
This method has aimed to identify patterns,
themes, and meanings embedded in the
qualitative data, contributing depth and
context to the overall research findings.

Simultaneously, the quantitative data
collection has encompassed various
economic indicators such as trade volume
and infrastructure investment, along with
collaboration metrics like the number of joint
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projects and China-Afghanistan bilateral
agreements associated with the BRI. The
purpose of integrating quantitative data has
been to provide a more objective and
measurable understanding of Afghanistan's
engagement with the BRI, adding precision
to the overall research analysis.

The ultimate objective of this research
plan has been to achieve a holistic
understanding of Afghanistan's interaction
and involvement with the BRI. The qualitative
and quantitative findings have been
integrated to offer a comprehensive analysis,
allowing for a more complete and nuanced
interpretation of the research outcomes. This
approach reflects a well-thought-out strategy
that has leveraged the strengths of both
qualitative and quantitative methods,
ensuring a robust examination of the intricate
relationship between recent political changes
in Afghanistan and its role within the Belt and
Road Initiative.

Literature review

The  geopolitical landscape  of
Afghanistan has been a subject of extensive
scholarly inquiry, particularly in the context of
the nation's complex history of political
transitions. Researchers have explored the
multifaceted dimensions of Afghanistan's
political dynamics and the implications of
these changes on regional and global affairs.
This literature review aims to provide a
comprehensive  overview of  existing
scholarship on Afghanistan's  political
landscape and its intersections with global
initiatives, with a specific focus on the Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI).

In this analysis, the researcher
examines the strategic role of different
countries and provides a framework for
evaluating Afghanistan's potential
contributions and challenges within the
framework of the BRI [1]. Besides Maryam
Wharij worked on, Afghanistan, a buffer
country between Central Asia and South
Asia, which has transit, advantages to
advance the economic goals of neighboring
countries. China, the second-largest
economic power, is attempting to monitor
and trade with South Asia, West Asia, and
Europe through the One Belt One Road
project, controlling India as a regional rival.
Afghanistan's Wakhan Corridor, due to its
territorial proximity and relative security, is
considered a favorable solution for



implementing and stabilizing this economic
strategy. Despite its rough topography,
Afghanistan's strategic location allows China
to reach the Great Middle East and Europe
[2]. Otherwise, the works of Jonathan Schell
the Belt and Road Initiative Research Center
contribute to the broader understanding of
the geopolitical implications of large-scale
infrastructure projects. These studies offer a
theoretical foundation for exploring how
political changes in Afghanistan may
influence the nation's participation in the BRI

[3].

Regional cooperation and economic
development are crucial elements for
Afghanistan's future. Examining
Afghanistan's role within the BRI in the
context of economic possibilities and
investment is essential for gauging the
potential impact on the nation's stability and
prosperity [4].

The study delved into the political
changes within Afghanistan, offering insights
into historical transitions and the role of
external actors in shaping the nation's
political trajectory. Understanding the
historical context is crucial for
comprehending the new state of
Afghanistan's politics [5]. The
comprehensive analysis of the BRI has
proliferated, an overview providing valuable
insights into the goals and projects
associated with this ambitious initiative [6].
Similarly Dr Faisal Javaid's provided study,
the New  Belarus-Russia-Kazakhstan-
Uzbekistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan Transport
Corridor. Here, the author views the
perspective for the development of
transregional connectivity through the
institutional base of the SCO. To provide
normal economic development, it should
provide a satisfactory institutional basis, and
SCO may act as a good platform for further
cooperation [7]. In synthesizing these
strands of literature, it becomes evident that
the interplay between Afghanistan's political
change and the BRI is a topic ripe for
exploration.  Existing studies provide
valuable groundwork, but a comprehensive
analysis specific to Afghanistan's current
political context is notably absent. This article
aims to address this gap by offering a
nuanced examination of how recent political
changes in Afghanistan may shape its
engagement with the Belt and Road
Initiative.
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Afghanistan in the "One Belt and
One Road" project

Afghanistan is a landlocked country
which is share its geographic attitude with
Central and South Asia, is known as the
transit crossroads due to its unique
geopolitical position. Despite its
landlessness and lack of sea routes,
Afghanistan serves as a vital economic link
in Central, South, Middle East, and East Asia
[13].

Afghanistan, a nation rich in natural
resources, handicrafts, and agricultural
products, can take advantage of the "One
Belt One Road" plan to secure affordable
access to the markets in Asia and Europe,
which will boost sales of its products [14].

Afghanistan can play a pivotal role in
the historical Silk Road, featuring two routes,
the southern route and a sub-route extending
from Balkh to Shekhari Valley, linking crucial
destinations like Bamyan, Kabul, Peshawar,
and India. In the context of the new Silk
Road, known as "One Belt and One Road,"
Afghanistan has the potential to reclaim its
historical significance and positioning. This is
evident as Afghanistan lies along two out of
the three main routes of this initiative.
Notably, it plays a crucial role in the northern
route connecting China to Russia, Europe,
and North Africa via Central Asia (including
Tajikistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Afghanistan, Uzbekistan, and
Turkmenistan). Additionally, Afghanistan is
integral to the central route, which stretches
from Central Asia to Iran and the Gulf through
Afghanistan and Turkmenistan, ultimately
linking Iran, Turkey, and the Mediterranean
Sea. The inclusion of Afghanistan in these
key routes underscores its importance in the
overall success of the "One Belt and One
Road" project [15].

Afghanistan's  vast  underground
resources and undeveloped commercial and
economic markets make it a distinct neighbor
for China, as the country is transitioning from
an agricultural to an industrial country, and
China is in need of an economic partner like
Afghanistan.

Afghanistan's interest in engaging with
the project stems from two primary reasons:

1. Economic Self-Sufficiency:
Afghanistan is not yet economically self-
sufficient and relies on the support of the
international community and friendly nations.
To break free from economic dependence on
external aid, Afghanistan seeks a defined



plan for economic autonomy. Participation in
regional and global economic projects like
the "One Belt and One Road" is viewed as a
crucial step toward achieving economic self-
sufficiency. It is not only providing an avenue
for economic development but also presents
an opportunity to forge extensive relations
with countries on the regional and
international stage.

2. Economic and Development
Goals: The "One Belt and One Road"
initiative, proposed around 11 years ago, has
demonstrated practical success in numerous
countries across Southeast Asia, Africa, and

neighboring nations like Pakistan.
Recognizing the potential  benefits,
Afghanistan's new government
acknowledges the need for active

involvement in significant economic projects.
This proactive stance is seen as essential for
lifting the country out of its challenging
economic circumstances and establishing a
robust, independent economy. By
strategically aligning with its geographical
location, Afghanistan aims not only to elevate
its economic standing but also to enhance its
political relations within the region. The new
government, therefore, expresses keen
interest in actively participating in the "One
Belt and One Road" project as a key
component of its economic and geopolitical
strategy.

The new government of Afghanistan,
understanding its conditions and needs,
wants to expand its relations with China and
participate in projects such as "One Belt,
One Road" with China. In addition to signing
contracts and diplomatic relations with
China, this country has also taken practical
measures to accelerate the construction of
the Wakhan road, which directly connects
Afghanistan to China. In a meeting held in
Kandahar, Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar, the
economic deputy of the prime minister, said
about the Wakhan road: "We will build a road
for you and God willing, everything will be
transported through this road, travel to
China. Or trade all the way with China. This
will be done and will be completed as soon
as possible" [16].

China maintains extensive and
enduring interests in Afghanistan, fostering
consistently positive relations with the
country. Despite historical periods of relative
weakness, Afghanistan's ties with China
have remained cordial and non-
controversial. China serves as a positive
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example for Afghanistan, particularly in the
context of participating in economic
initiatives such as the "One Belt and One
Road." Therefore, Chinese government has
facilitated a platform for high officials of
Taliban to deliver speeches and actively
participate in both regional and international
meetings. This approach underscores the
growing warmth in relations between Kabul
and Beijing.

China stands out as the sole nation
that has officially recognized the newly
formed government by accepting its
ambassador. In a symbolic gesture of
diplomatic trust, China has handed over
credentials to the Chief Minister of the new
government through its ambassador [17].

On October 5, 2023, Wang Yi, Director
of the Central Commission for Foreign
Affairs, met with Acting Foreign Minister of
the Afghan Interim Government Mawlawi
Amir Khan Muttaqgi at the 3rd China Xizang
Trans-Himalaya Forum for International
Cooperation. They discussed strengthening
cooperation between China and Afghanistan,
promoting ecological conservation,
sustainable development, and livelihood
improvement. Afghanistan actively
participated in the 19th Asian Games
Hangzhou, sending over 100 athletes,
demonstrating openness and inclusivity.

China values Afghanistan's
independence, sovereignty, and territorial
integrity, respecting the Afghan people's
independent choice. China does not interfere
in Afghanistan's internal affairs and hopes for
a peaceful and happy Afghan people. China
supports Afghanistan in building a broad-
based, inclusive government, exercising
moderate governance, adhering to good
neighborliness, and cracking down on
terrorism. China is ready to help Afghanistan
develop its relations with neighboring
countries and integrate into regional
economic cooperation through coordination
mechanisms. Wang Yi hopes Afghanistan
will continue to combat on terrorism and
exterminate the terrorist forces of the East
Turkestan Islamic Movement. Afghanistan's
newly-appointed ambassador to Afghanistan
is supportive of bilateral relations and
actively participates in Belt and Road
cooperation. The country will take concrete
actions to safeguard the safety of the
Chinese people in Afghanistan [18].

Furthermore, China facilitated to the
delegation from the Taliban, led by Nuruddin



Aziz, the Minister of Industry and Trade. for
their participation in the third International
Cooperation Forum "Belt and Road,". The
forum hosted representatives from more
than 130 countries. Following the Taliban
assuming power, there has been a notable
surge in Chinese investments in Afghanistan.
China is actively investing $1.2 billion in
various mining projects, including the
Qashgara oil field, the second copper mine
in Logar, the Ghorian iron mine in Herat, and
the gold mine in the Samti area of Takhar
province. This increased financial
commitment underscores China's growing
economic engagement with Afghanistan,
particularly in the exploitation of the country's
mineral resources.

Following the ascent of the new
government in Afghanistan, China has
displayed a robust eagerness to invest in the
country's mines and subterranean
resources. In response, the Afghan
government has specifically urged Beijing to
initiate mining activities at the Logar Ainak
copper mine, Afghanistan's largest copper
deposit. Notably, China has demonstrated a
keen interest in mining lithium, a highly
valuable mineral. Discussions have taken
place between China and the Taliban
regarding potential collaboration in this
sector. Lithium is renowned for its capacity to
store electricity and is integral in the
production of batteries used in various
devices such as phones, electric cars,
laptops, and drones. This underscores the
strategic alignment between China's
economic interests and Afghanistan's
significant mineral resources [19].

Now, in the post-Covid period, one can
observe the formation of new trends in the
field of macro-regional geo-economic
processes; the formation of the North-South
belt is underway. In this case, two factors
also played an important role. First, there is
an increase in Sino-lranian cooperation,
where China is busy institutionalizing its
influence. Secondly, NATO's withdrawal from
Afghanistan, which created a power vacuum
in the country, but which is apparently being
filled by China as the leading player. Given
China's strong position in these countries,
and the fact that relations between China and
Iran, as well as China, are largely purely
economic in nature. Considering that Xi
Jinping announced the Belt and Road in
2013, the geostrategic situation in those
countries was of a different nature, and the
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geopolitical configuration in the post-Covid
period changed significantly in favor of
China.

It can be noted that if earlier, during the
2010s, only Pakistan occupied a central
position within the framework of the
implementation of CPEC, the relationship
between South and Central Asia * (and then,
in this respect, it is worth considering the
Central Asian region not as a whole, but in
the form of XUAR), then at the moment, Iran
is completing the logical unification of this
process, which will be able to unite South
and Central Asia.

The geopolitical attitude of
Afghanistan, according to the regional
security complex theory, allows to it be
crucial figure in the conducting of the regional
initiatives. Another factor that attracts
attention is the geostrategic position of
Uzbekistan as a strategic hub of the region.
The geographical and, accordingly, strategic
feature of Uzbekistan is that the country
plays both an important role and in terms of
the implementation of the East-West project,
i.e. The Middle Way and North-South.
Against this background, it is quite logical to
intensify within the framework of regional
associations: on November 1, 2023, the First
Transport Forum of the SCO member states
were held in Tashkent. The forum brought
together representatives of nine SCO
member states. The plenary session
featured substantive speeches by key
figures such as Uzbekistan Transport
Minister Ilkhom Makhkamov, SCO Deputy
Secretary General Sohail Khan and other
prominent delegates. Discussions ranged
from exploring the development potential of
the transport and logistics sectors to the
prospects of digitalization and the
implementation of infrastructure projects for
sustainable economic growth. Deputy
Minister of Transport of Kazakhstan Talgat
Lastaev said that a memorandum was
signed on the sidelines of the forum. The
memorandum provides for the creation of a
transport corridor Belarus-Russia-
Kazakhstan-Uzbekistan-Afghanistan-
Pakistan. Kazakhstan, Russia, Uzbekistan
and Pakistan - the main members of the SCO
- are an integral part of this initiative.
Afghanistan and Belarus, although they have
observer status, are key players in this
corridor. Belarus will become a full member
in 2024.

Thus, the situation plays in favor of



Afghanistan as a strategic hub; this, on the
one hand, can create appropriate
institutional mechanisms that will play a
positive role in the regional “socialization” of
Afghanistan, as well as its involvement in the
geo-economic project.

Afghanistan, situated as a neighbor to
China, has experienced two years under
Taliban rule, during which the group has
managed to stabilize the situation within the
country. Given these developments, it is
natural for neighboring countries, including
China, to seek the establishment of relations
with Afghanistan. From China's perspective,
placing economic influence in Afghanistan
holds particular significance, especially with
the withdrawal of American troops from the
country after a two-decade presence. This
withdrawal creates a favorable opportunity
for China to enhance its economic influence
in Afghanistan.

A key factor contributing to
Afghanistan's importance for China lies in the
potential use of its influence to counteract
separatist tendencies in western China and
the Xinjiang province. China views
Afghanistan as a strategic partner in
maintaining regional stability and preventing
challenges that may emerge in its own
territory.

By involving Kabul in the Belt and Road
project, Beijing is poised to invest several
billion dollars into Afghan infrastructure
initiatives. In the context of its competition
with other global powers, Beijing seeks to
diminish their influence in the region,
including Afghanistan, striving to establish a
power balance. China aims to cultivate trust
with  Afghanistan, hoping for the
implementation of its plan in the country.

On July 8, 2023, the Deputy Prime
Minister of the Taliban announced the
government's agreement with China Mining
Production and Investment Company,
committing to a $350 million investment in
diverse sectors of the Afghan economy, such
as the electricity and cement industries.
Notably, the company's representatives have
assured an initial $350 million investment,
with a commitment to encouraging other
Chinese companies to participate in
Afghanistan's economic landscape. In return,
Kabul has pledged to safeguard China's
assets and personnel in Afghanistan. Even
540 million $ contracts have been signed to
Chinese companies like oil extraction from
the AMU Sea oil field [20].
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3. Security Implications and
Perspectives for the Regional
Engagement

After the Taliban came to power, as
well as its natural political and social

legitimization, then in this regard, a normal
prospect of Afghanistan's involvement in
regional affairs arises, both on a bilateral and
multilateral basis. The participation of other
regional players, within the framework of the
formation of the "North-South" economic
belt, also plays an important role.

At the moment, since the post-Covid
period and the intensification of the Russian-
Western confrontation, a new geo-economic
trend or process is being formed, the
economic belt "North-South”, in which the
economic and strategic role of Afghanistan
will only strengthen. Among other things, the
change in the geopolitical configuration with
Iran played an important role in this sense.
Previously, in the 2000s, China and Russia
were wary of inviting Iran to any regional
associations, but with the change in global
geopolitical configurations, the intensification
of the Sino-American rivalry, as well as the
Russian-Ukrainian war, all this led to a
rapprochement between Iran and its Russian
and Chinese projects. Thus, in recent years,
Sino-lranian cooperation has intensified.
Given the geographical factor of Iran and its
proximity to Pakistan, as well as its
continental and oceanic identity, this makes
Iran an important partner for China and a
participant in the implementation of the Belt
and Road. If earlier, in the 2010s, only
Pakistan occupied a central position in the
implementation of CPEC, the relationship
between South and Central Asia, now the
inclusion of Iran, and in the future
Afghanistan, strengthens the process of
institutionalization of the North-South
relationship.

Another factor that attracts attention is
the geostrategic position of Uzbekistan as a
strategic hub of the region. The geographical
and, accordingly, strategic feature of
Uzbekistan is that the country plays both an
important role in terms of the implementation
of the East-West project, i.e. the Middle Way,
and the North-South economic belt. Against
this background, it is quite logical to become
more active within the framework of regional
associations: on November 1, 2023, the First
Transport Forum of the SCO Member States
was held in Tashkent. The forum brought
together representatives of nine SCO



member-states. The plenary session
featured informative speeches by key figures
such as the Minister of Transport of
Uzbekistan Illkhom Makhkamov, Deputy
Secretary General of the SCO Sohail Khan
and other prominent delegates. Discussions
ranged from exploring the potential for
developing the transport and logistics
sectors to the prospects for digitalization and
the implementation of infrastructure projects
for sustainable economic growth .

Deputy Minister of Transport of
Kazakhstan Talgat Lastayev reported that a
memorandum was signed on the sidelines of
the forum. The memorandum envisages the
creation of a transport corridor Belarus-
Russia-Kazakhstan-Uzbekistan-
Afghanistan-Pakistan. Kazakhstan, Russia,
Uzbekistan and Pakistan — the main
members of the SCO — are an integral part
of this initiative. Afghanistan and Belarus,
although they have observer status, are key
players in this corridor. Belarus will become
a full member in 2024 [7].

In this case, as with Iran, it is worth
considering the balance of power factor.
NATO's presence in Afghanistan, to some
extent, interfered with the implementation of
Chinese initiatives. However, given the level
and extent of Pakistan's influence in
Afghanistan, as well as the nature of
Chinese-Pakistani relations, it will play a
positive role in the implementation of the
North-South geo-economic project. The
creation of this corridor will contribute to the
development of new, as well as geo-
economic security mechanisms. As Pakistani
expert Faisal Javaid points out: "Previous
agreements between Pakistan and the
Central Asian states faced problems due to
unfavorable conditions in Afghanistan.
However, with the inclusion of Russia and
Belarus, a new perspective has emerged,
especially after the war in Ukraine, as Russia
is looking for new trade routes to bypass
sanctions. The Russians are also looking for
access to warm water. Geographically, this
region was connected by the old silk road.

Thus, given that the process of
institutionalization of Chinese influence in the
region is formed within the framework of the
change in the balance of power, it can be
assumed that the implementation of the
North-South project, on a significant scale,
has geopolitical prerequisites. As a rule,
India has become a member of QUAD, an
anti-Chinese  association, within  the
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framework of the Indo-Pacific doctrine,
designed to contain China. Given the fact
that the institutionalization of Chinese
influence in Eurasia has become possible
due to the change in the balance of power,
then in this case, most likely, the logic of the
implementation of the geoeconomic North-
South project will occur in the context of
confrontation with India, openly from China,
and covertly from countries under China's
influence.

Thus, the geographical location of
Afghanistan plays an important role in
China's institution-building in Central Asia, if
Afghanistan is considered part of Central
Asia. For Russia and the United States, the
role of Afghanistan was reduced to a
geopolitically significant task, where the
military-political factor played a central role.
For China, on the contrary, the role of
Afghanistan is reduced to a geoeconomic
goal, which will play a stabilizing role in terms
of the country's development.

Results and Discussion

The analysis of Afghanistan's political
change and its impact on the Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) reveals a multifaceted
relationship between the new government
and China, indicating significant
developments in economic, political, and
security realms.

1. Active Participation in
Projects:

The results of China-Afghanistan
relations, which exist in some areas, show
that the new Afghan government, arising
from political developments, is actively
involved in projects such as "One Belt, One
Road" with China. And the construction of the
Wakhan Road, which directly connects
Afghanistan to China, has been accelerated,
and high-ranking officials of the Taliban
government announced that the Wakhan
Road will be completed in the mid-term. This
interaction is not only of economic
importance, but also has political and
security implications for Afghanistan. The
commitment of the government to participate
in BRI projects emphasizes its strategic
approach towards reconstruction,
development and overall establishment of
peace and security in the country.

2. Strengthened Relations with
China:

A noteworthy outcome is the marked

BRI



improvement in relations between
Afghanistan and China in the aftermath of
political change. The new government has
signed substantial agreements, amounting to
billions of dollars, reflecting the depth and
significance of the partnership. This financial
commitment from China demonstrates a
mutual interest in fostering economic
development and stability in Afghanistan.
The signing of these agreements highlights
the new government's proactive approach in
leveraging international collaborations for the
betterment of the nation.

3. Emphasis on Inclusivity in the
BRI:

China's consistent message that the
BRI is not exclusive to China aligns with the
active participation of the new Afghan
government. The BRI, according to Chinese
government officials, is open to any country
willing to participate and take ownership of
the project. This inclusive approach allows
Afghanistan to not only benefit from the
economic aspects but also positions it as a
responsible stakeholder in the success of the
BRI. The new government's keen interest in
this initiative reflects a commitment to active
participation and shared responsibility.

4. Strategic Diplomacy with China:

Despite the new government not being
universally recognized, China has shown a
keen interest in establishing close relations
with Afghanistan for various political and
economic reasons. The signing of numerous
contracts and the invitation of government
ministers to international meetings on the
BRI demonstrate a strategic approach to
diplomatic relations. China's interest in the
new government suggests a recognition of
its potential role in the success of the BRI,
emphasizing the strategic importance of
Afghanistan in regional economic dynamics.

5. Need for Continued Attention and
Cooperation:

While the results highlight the positive
trajectory of Afghanistan's engagement with
the BRI, there is a clear need for sustained
attention and cooperation. The success of
the BRI in Afghanistan hinges on the
commitment of both the new government and
China. It is understandable from the desire
and active efforts to get the new government
to contribute to the BRI that they emphasize
the importance of strategic planning and
ensure that the benefits of the plan are
aligned with the broader goals of
Afghanistan's development.
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In conclusion, the results and
discussion point to a transformative stage in
the political and economic landscape of
Afghanistan. Active participation in the Belt
and Road Initiative demonstrates the
strategic alignment between Afghanistan and
China, which provides avenues for economic
growth, political stability, and regional
cooperation. The success of BRI in
Afghanistan requires continuous cooperation
and strict policy implementation that
emphasizes the joint responsibility of both
sides in achieving the overall goals of this
initiative.

6. Peaceful
regional security

There is problem of stabilization of
Afghanistan, internally and externally. In this
sense, Afghanistan’s participation within the
BRI plays an important and crucial role.
Afghanistan’s engagement to the regional
organizations  will make  mechanical
institutions which will defend and clear its
diplomacy. Then, eventually, BRI may open
good conditions for Afghanistan’s trade
relations not only with China, but also with
Central Asian states and Russia, which leads
to political stabilization. In this sense,
institutions may lead to the direct and indirect
stabilization within the region. BRI maybe a
first logical step to the SCO and CICA further
memberships.

7. Regional
multilateral relations

Afghanistan's involvement in regional
affairs plays an important role in stabilizing
the situation in the country. Afghanistan's
peaceful development can be supported by
the country's involvement in various regional
initiatives, and China's Belt and Road
Initiative plays a central role in this regard.
Afghanistan's involvement and participation
in regional institutions should contribute to
the development of peace and stability. At the
moment, the prospects of the North-South
Economic Belt, and the Belt and Road in
general, are still emerging. In the future, with
the recognition of the Taliban as a legitimate
force in the country, this will lead to more
broad participation in regional initiatives.

development and

engagement and

Conclusion

The article concludes that the recently
formed government, post-political
transformation, is actively implementing
significant projects like "One Belt and One



Road" in Afghanistan. according to the
geopolitical location of Afghanistan These
projects hold substantial economic, political,
and security importance for the both
countries, aiding in reconstruction,
development, and ensuring peace and
security. During this period, Afghanistan-
China relations have strengthened, marked
by billion-dollar contracts, such as a $540
million deal for Chinese companies to extract
oil from the AMU Sea oil field.

Chinese government officials
consistently emphasize that the "One Belt
and One Road" initiative is not exclusive to
China and is open to any participating
country. China aims to actively engage and
take responsibility for the project on a global
scale. Despite the new government's lack of
international recognition, China has forged
numerous contracts with them, inviting
government ministers to international
meetings on the "One Belt and One Road"
initiative.  China's  active  involvement
suggests a keen interest in aligning the new
government's contributions with the broader
developmental goals of both Afghanistan and
China.

In conclusion, China's intention to
actively participate in the new government's
activities highlights the importance of
strategic planning and ensuring that the
benefits of the BRI plan are consistent with
the common development goals of both
countries. In addition, the success of the BRI
in Afghanistan requires increased attention
and support from China.

China’s policy and strategy towards
Afghanistan is not solely concerned over the
bilateral relations but it can bring the
perspectives of the regional engagement
which boosts stability and development.
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