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Abstract. Many scholars and books talk about the multi-ethnic nature of Nigeria as one country, not to mention the
varieties of articles by assorted scholars and newspapers, who find the topic of Nigeria’s plural society interesting. In
this study, the author dived to examine the abundant tribes and ethnic groups in Nigeria. Scholars believe that
countries like India, Congo, and Nigeria are wide in nature ethnically, and so, Nigeria which has hundreds of tribes
and ethnic groups is more of a mixture of elements in chemistry that a lab scientist may be wondering what the
outcome of mixing different chemicals would be. This paper is studied as conceptual research to theoretically lay the
tribes found in Nigeria and the possibility of national unity and diversity, with secondary data mostly gathered through
previous relevant literature and the author’'s observation as a Nigerian, understanding the basic and contemporary
situation with the state and fairness or its vice. With the panoramic view of how these multiple tribes mutually relate
with one another, either categorized as major or minor tribes could all be united as Nigerians. Although the study
replicates some previous literature, data shows how most scholars that studied Nigeria’s pluralistic society pegged its
cohesion to either governance, a state of fairness or freedom as a way to unify its people. However, from
observation, the author concludes Nigeria's three major tribes (Hausa, Yoruba and Igbo) and the minor ethnic groups
found across the country could attain unity through the introduction of more unity initiatives and programs that could
poster national identity over ethnicity and religion or regional identity.

Keywords: Nigeria, tribes, ethnic groups, society, government, unity.

AxpaTtna. KentereH fanbiMgap meH agebuettep Hurepusigarbl nniopanucTik KOFam TakblpblObiH KbI3bIKTbI Aen
caHalTblH 8pTypni FanbiMaap MeH ra3eTTepaiH apTypni MakananapblH anTnaranga, 6ip en petiHae HurepusHbiH ken
yNTTbl TabwraTbl Typanel antagbl. byn 3epTreyne aBTop HurepusiHbiH, kenTereH Tamnanapbl MEH STHUKanbIK
TonTapblH 3epTTedi. KenTereH fanbiMaapAblH nambiMpayblHWa, YHAictaH, KoHro, Hurepus cusakTel engepain
TaburaTbl 3THUKamNbIK XafblHAaH KEH, COHAbIKTaH Xy34ereH Tannanap MeH aTHUKanbIk TonTapbl 6ap Hurepus ywin 6yn
XUMUANbIK 9NEeMEHTTEPAIH Kocnackl 6onbin Tabbinaabl XXaHe 3epTxaHallbl FansiM 6yn apanacygblH HOTUXKEC kaHaawm
bonaTtbiHbIHA TaH kanybl MyMKiH. Byn makana Hwrepusga kesgeceTiH Tavinanapgbl >koHe yNTTbiK Gipnik neH
9pTYPMINiK MYMKIHAIMNH Teopusanblk TypFblAaH TyKbipbiIMAayfa apHanfFaH TyXKblpbiMAamanblk 3epTTey peTiHae
KapacTblipbinagbl, OepekTepdin Kenuwliniri angbiHFbl TUICTI 9aebueTTep apKbinbl XWHAIFAH XoHEe aBTOPAbIH HETi3ri
KoHe Kasipri »xafganabl TYCIHETIH HUrepusinblK peTiHOeri MeMnekeT NeH o4ineT Hemece OHblH KeMuwiniri 6olbiHWa
6akbinaynapbiHaH Typagsl. Ockl BipHelle Tainanapabi, 6ip-6ipiMeH e3apa kapbIM-KaTblHachkl Typarbl naHopamMarblk
Ke3KapacrneH Heri3ri Hemece Killi Tavnanap peTiHae XikTenreHaepaid 6apnbifbl HUrepuanbikTap peTiHae GipikTipinyi
MYMKiH. 3epTTey OypbiHfbl Keibip aaebueTTepai kavTanaraHbiMeH, AepekTep HurepusiHbiH NNopanucTik KoFambliH
3epTTereH fanbiMaapablH Kenwiniri oHbIH, XankbiH OipikTipy Tacini peTiHae 6ackapyra, o4ingik karganbiHa Hemece
epkiHaikke OGipikTipinreHiH kepceteai. [ereHmeH, Gakpinaynapfa cyWeHe OTbIpbin, aBTOp HWUrepusHbIH YL Herisri
Tannacel (Xayca, Vlopyba xeHe Wr6o) xeHe BGykin enge TypaTbiH LiafblH 3THUKAMbLIK TonTap YhTThIK GipereinikTi
3THMKanbIK TYpPFblOaH anfa XbUDKbITaTblH kebipek Gipnik 6actamanapbl meH GargapnamanapblH €Hridy apKbiibl
3THUKanbIK, OiH HEMece anMaKTblK COMKECTIKTeH repi YNTTblk Giprikke Kon »xeTkize anagbl AereH KopblTblHObIFa
Kenepi.
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Ty#iiH ce3gep: Hurepus, Tannanap, aSTHUKanbIK TONTap, KoFam, ykimeT, Oipnik.

AHHOTaumA. MHorve y4yeHble U KHUMM roBOPAT O MHOrO3THWYECKOM XapakTepe Hurepuu kak OfHOM CTpaHbl, He
roBOpsl yxe O pasHoobpasuu cTaTeil pas3nuuHblX YYeHbIX W raseT, KOTopble HaxodsT Temy NiopanucTuieckoro
obuectsa Hurepun nHTepecHon. B aTom uccrnegosaHMm aBTOp U3Y4YMn MHOFOYUCIEHHbIE MNEMEHa U dTHUYECKne
rpynnel Hurepun. MHorve y4éHble nonararoT, Y4TO Takue cTpaHbl, kak MHaus, KoHro, Hurepus, aTHUYECKn OBLLIMPHBI
no cBoew npupoae, 1 NoaToMy Ans Hurepuu, rae NpoXxvearoT COTHU NNEMEH Y 3THUYECKMX FPYNM, 3TO CKOpee CMeCb
XMMUWYECKNX BMIEMEHTOB, U Y4éHbIN-NabopaHT MOXeT 3a4aTbCs BOMPOCOM, KakoB OyaeT pesynbTaTt cMmelleHus. JT1a
cTaTbs paccMaTpuBaeTCs Kak KOHLenTyalbHOe UccrefoBaHve, No3BOMSIWLEee TeOPeTUYECK 3aNoXuTb MieMeHa,
obuTatowme B Hurepun, n BO3MOXHOCTb HaLMOHaNbHOrO €4MHCTBA M pasHoobpasus, npuyem Oonbluas yactb
AaHHbIX cobpaHa ¢ NoMoLLbIo NpeAblayLlelt COOTBETCTBYIOLLEN nuTepaTypbl U HabnogeHWn aBTopa Kak Hurepunua,
MOHMMAIOLLIErO0 OCHOBHYKO W COBPEMEHHYI0 CUTyauuio C rocyAapcTBOM W cnpaBednvBoCTb WMnn ee nopok. C
naHopamHbIM BUOOM Ha TO, KaK 9TV MHOrOYMCIEHHbIE NNeMeHa B3auMHO CBSi3aHbl Apyr C APYroM, BCe MremeHa,
OTHECEHHblEe K KaTeropuu KpynHbIX WM BTOPOCTENEHHbIX, MOryT OblTb OObeAMHeHbl Kak Hurepuiiubl. XoTs
uccregoBaHne NOBTOPSAET HEKOTopble npedbiaylimne nybnvkauuy, aHHble MOKasbiBaloT, YTO OONbLUMHCTBO YYEHbIX,
n3yyaBLlUMX NnopanMcTuyeckoe oblectso Hurepun, cBsa3biBany €ro CnnoYeHHOCTb C ynpaBneHneM, COCTOSHUEM
cnpaseanvMBoCcTy unu cBoboApl Kak cnocob obbeanHeHns Hapoaa. OgHako Ha OCHOBE HAbNIOAEHWI aBTOP NPUXOAUT
K BbIBOAY, YTO TP OCHOBHbIX nNnemeHn Hurepum (xayca, viopyba n nrbo) n BTOPOCTENEHHbIE 3THUYECKWE Tpynnbl,
npoXuBaloLye no Bcel cTpaHe, Mornm 6bl 4OCTUYL €AMHCTBA 3a CHET BHeAPEeHUst 6OMbLUero KonnyecTsa MHNLMaTne
W nporpamMmm egmHCTBa, KOTOpble MOMMKM Obl MponaraHaMpoBaTh HALMOHAMbHYH WOEHTUYHOCTb Hahd 3THUYECKON
NPVUHAANEXHOCTBIO, PENUrMen Nnu permoHanbHON NAEHTUYHOCTMY.

KntoueBble cnoBa: Hurepus, nnemeHa, aTHU4ecKkue rpynnebl, o6LecTBo, NPaBnTENbLCTBO, €AMHCTBO.

Introduction present plural society of Nigeria. The nature

of Nigeria’'s multi-ethnic environment is a

As one autonomous country Nigeria is question asked by many social scientists,
blessed ethnically, with over 300 diverse political scientists, and sociologists, For the
ethnic groups, of which are the acclaimed fact how the minorities live with the
majority i.e., the Yoruba, Hausa and the majorities and the matter that has to do with
lgbo. These ethnic groups likewise fairness and avoidance of tribal conflicts. As
comprise of multiple tribes enumerating up a student of knowledge who chooses the
to 371 [1] Furthermore, the multi-tribal topic and draws up questions and
nature of the nation may put someone in hypotheses, in such a study, the question in
confusion, especially when it's claimed that this paper is how the government rules a
each of these tribes has its own unique country like Nigeria, as politically such
culture, dialect, and way of life. Despite environments are usually sensitive and hot.
these facts, Nigeria has one official The recent 2023 election may show us the
language which is English, for it being a basic impact of a plural society by looking at
former British colony. However, English is the result and the post-result voter behavior.
not spoken as a first language in the whole Social and economic initiatives could be
country since other indigenous languages some features of analysis in a multi-ethnic
have been around for over thousand years society, things like Census, political
making them the major languages in terms representation, and economic
of number of native speakers. Nigeria has representation of national welfare to
over 500 languages spoken among its citizens. We will have a look at Nigeria's
about 280 million people. This shows the tribal relations between the majority and the
influence of the existing ethnic groups, minority in the next chapter of this study,
some of the popular languages spoken in hence the objective of this study is to
Nigeria are the ones quoted as the majority; analyze and give an overview of the
Igbo, Yoruba, Hausa, as well as the abundant tribes found in Nigeria, and
minority; Kanuri, ljaw, Ibibio, Edo, Fulfulde, analyze the literature studied to understand
and Tiv. Nigeria is the most populous nation how a nation of over 300 different tribes can
in Africa, or in fact, the most populous black achieve unity and diversity with peaceful
nation in the world, as its population shrinks cohesion between those tribes. In view of
to over 250 million. Both the minor tribes the literature relevant to this study, mostly,
and the major ethnic groups are reported to the scholars of this topic considered
have resided in Nigeria for thousands of Nigeria's national unity at stake. Nigeria is
years. But officially in history we could mark not just divided through ethnic or tribal lines,
the amalgamation of the northern and the but rather religion and regional differences.
southern parts of the country by the British Atubi (2021) highlighted that Nigeria has

Empire in 1914 as a record that made the
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become a pluralistic society due to the
expansion of its language, culture, and
ethnic composition, resulting in diverse
differences in religious, cultural, political,
economic, and social aspects [2]. In fact,
the ideal way for such pluralistic nations is
national unity, but in Nigeria, people still
identify themselves primarily with their tribe
or ethnic background before national
identity or choose religion, state or region of
origin. In many instances, scholars attribute
Nigeria's unity with governance or rule of
law, in the context of Nigeria, ethnic groups
that have historically been excluded from
the political sphere i.e (Igbo, ljaw, Ibibio) are
less likely to incorporate a national identity,
and thereby are less satisfied with the
democratic process [3]. Likewise, Marcel et
el. 2016 deduced that one of the major
factors militating against an ideal national
identity and integration is the heterogeneity
of the ethnic groups that made up Nigeria
and the interethnic jostling for the control
and distribution of national wealth [4]. In the
other hand, the hypothesis to test in this
study is that “Nigeria can achieve national
unity through the introduction of more
national unity programs, that will promote
existentialism more than ethnic identity”.
Reflecting the aftermath of the 1969 civil
war and the creation of unity programs like
the National Youth Service Corps, unity
schools among others show promising
progress in the mission of their foundation,
as to uphold unity among the several tribes
in the nation.

Literature of the study

A plural society is defined by Fredrik
Barth as a society combining ethnic
contrast: and the economic
interdependence of those groups, and their
ecological specialization i.e., the use of
different environmental resources by each
ethnic group [5]. The interdependence of
both the majority and minority of tribes and
ethnic groups in Nigeria could possibly
show us how plural Nigerian society is as
single nation. The idea that Nigeria has
multiple tribes “termed” more beyond only
the ethnic groups alone, digging down we
may segregate the multi religious part and
further look at the origin of regional
sentiment. Mamdani contends that the
colonial system established laws and
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frameworks  wherein  cultural  identity
became the foundation of political identity in
Nigeria, consequently transforming ethnicity
into a political identifier [6]. Akinsola
Akiwowo in his paper “The sociology of
Nigerian Tribalism” elaborated that the
same “tribe” group has often a common
name, language, culture and an eponymous
origin, its members live within a certain
geographical territory, either in scattered
homesteads or in village united by a field of
marriage” [7]. Nigerian tribes have been
indigenous, living in a particular region or
area of the country for so long. Most of
those tribes have their own way of life,
culture, religion and the originating region
they hail from. Now, we can notice the inter-
tribal activities that may unite two tribes or
ethnic groups, like marriage. Hausa and
Fulani are the example of such concept.
They live in the same region and share
some traditional and cultural backgrounds,
and so this gives them an opportunity to
inter-marry and mix with one another, to the
extent now that they are mostly called “The
Hausa-Fulani”. Some other regions who are
more closely related known to inter marry
are the Yoruba-lgbo, among other few minor
tribes. Morris Hale pointed out that the
evidence of Nigeria’'s ethnic diversity lies in
the presence of two hundred and fifty
distinct languages and dialects spoken
within its borders, with the foremost being
Hausa, Igbo, and Yoruba, along with
numerous religious traditions [8]. Although,
each of the Nigeria’s tribe or ethnic group is
autonomous, they as well have a religious
background or different belief, while the
contemporary political system of the state of
origin may be other features that these
tribes feel divided across. The ethnic and
cultural tensions in Nigeria stem from the
1914 union of the Northern and Southern
Protectorates  orchestrated by Lord
Frederick Lugard's colonial administration.
This merger forcibly brought together
culturally and historically disparate ethnic
groups, some of which were erstwhile rivals
and overlapped in imperialistic ambitions
during the pre-colonial era [9]. The
European colonial powers' merger of the
Northern and Southern Protectorates lacked
consultation with the diverse ethnic groups
or their leaders, effectively consolidating
them into a single entity. This autocratic and
undemocratic British colonial policy became
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the root cause of ethnic conflicts in the
country. This action led Nigeria to the
current state it is now and forced it to be a
plural society that contains multiple ethnic
groups and tribes that have no relation in
history, background or similarity with one
another. The idea of understanding how
wide Nigeria is in terms of tribes and
ethnicity, we could unarguably relate the
aspects of social, economic, and political to
it. As a federal state, Nigeria must be
aligned with its assorted tribes and ethnic
groups. For that reason “Consociationalism”
is the best practice that may assist Nigeria
to reach its destination in its democratic
journey. Consociationalism as a form of
democracy preaches power sharing, and for
that, a true consociational state is one that
has a great internal division along ethnic,
religious, or linguistic stroke. Such states
with consociational system are mostly
designed to consolidate governmental
stability, survival of the power sharing
system and survival of democracy. If Nigeria
carries such a system, it could pull along
with its over 300 different tribes’ populations
in harmony.

Method and material

As a social study, this research is
studied through a conceptual method to
discuss the theory of Nigerian tribes, their
background, and the relationship between
them in contemporary Nigerian society.
Previous literature and materials on the
topic of Nigeria’'s ethnicity and tribes were
built as the main backbone of the paper
data gathering, the author studied relevant
literature and available secondary data to
propose data of the study. As a Nigerian,
the author imposed observation as a
method in the study, noting the personal
experience as a citizen from the northern
region of Nigeria. The study of Nigeria, its
people and culture are  primarily
ethnographic, of which the theme has been
written in different perspectives by many
previous scholars, and so studying the
relevant literature and adding some
practical observations from the author could
fill the knowledge gap and justifies the
chosen method. The study acknowledged
the result from the relevant literature of
different scholars who “classified” Nigeria as
a plural society or Multi-ethnic nation. The
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topic of plural society or multi-ethnic
community has been studied by various
scholars. Furnival highlighted a well-known
fact that in certain countries the different
sections of the population live side by side
and mix, but do not combine. The phrase
Plural society was quickly adopted without
much discussion; it conveniently described
a number of colonial and multi-racial
situations that not many scholars were
concerned with describing or analyzing [3].
Scholars from Nigeria and abroad have
studied Nigeria as a pluralistic society, but
most of them align the achievement of
national unity with governance and the rule
of law. Marcel et el. concluded that the rule
of law, freedom, and fairness by the
government could lead to the attainment of
national unity [10]. This study suggests
otherwise, as it portrays the introduction of
unity programs and initiatives as the primary
path to national unity in a pluralistic society
like Nigeria.

Background of Multi-
Ethnic Society

Nigeria’'s

Nigeria is located in West Africa. Itis a
nation known for its rich cultural diversity.
Likewise, a notable home to a large number
of ethnic groups, with the Hausa-Fulani,
Yoruba, and Igbo being the three largest,
constituting approximately 70 percent of the
population. Ideally, there are several other
noticeable groups, each with over a million
members, like the Kanuri, Tiv, and Ibibio.
The 20 percent of the population consists of
over 300 smaller ethnic  groups.
Acknowledging the differences, these
groups share commonalities that create a

sense of unity among Nigerians [11].
Nigeria’'s ethnic groups are usually
divergent and defined primarily by

language. As a single nation, it hosts more
ethnic groups than any other African nation,
ranking among the most “ethnically
complex” states in the world. Most of these
ethnic groups are small and localized, with
only a few playing a central or major role in
Nigerian society. Although it is literal that
there were people living in today’s Nigeria
as far back as 13,000 BC, we can as well
trace the origin of each tribe or ethnic group
to its individual history hence the case may
differ. The rise in colonization during the
17th and 18th centuries may have brought
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modern Nigeria as one state, unnoticing the
difference in ethnic features i.e. tradition,
culture, origin, or religion. Each of the tribes
found in Nigeria has its separate history and
place or its origin, meaning “it's an original
place or location it dwells”. The raiding of
the whole territory of Nigeria by the British
army during the early 18th century,
terminated the claim of each of the
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individual ethnic groups, to acclaim a new
national name of “Nigerian”, forgetting one’s
original tribal background. Some of these
tribes have a huge number of members,
while some are a few, with some even
reported to be instinctive in the near future.
For this fact, several authors of Nigerian
ethnic studies categorized the tribes as
“Major and Minor” [12].
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Figure 1 — Location of the major ethnic groups in Nigeria

Major Nigerian Tribes

The implication of colonial rule in
Nigeria brought the various ethnic groups
increasingly into contact with one another.
This integrative process was implemented
by the construction of connective
infrastructure. Such development set in
motion a socio-political process that led to
greater relationships and competition
among the various ethnic groups for
dominance and economic advantage. The
Nigerian government has worked out
several tentative power-sharing
arrangements to help ensure that its multi-
ethnic groups are generally carried along
and that each has some say in the society.
The major tribes in Nigeria are Hausa,
Yoruba and Igbo. These aforementioned
tribes together comprise 70 percent of the
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total national population, while the other 30
percent are considered to be the minority

[1].

Hausa

This ethnic group dominates the
northern part of Nigeria and is often
considered unified with the Fulani tribe
through intermarriage of acculturation,
which gives them the common name of
Hausa-Fulani as a single ethnic entity. The
Hausas are themselves a fusion, believed to
be a collection of Sudanese people that
were assimilated, decades back, into the
population inhabiting what is now known as
Hausaland. This ethnic group mostly
believes in the religion of Islam. The origin
of Hausa is a matter of dispute, but most
ethnologists hold them to originally be from
the Southern Sahara or the Chad Basin.
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Their arrival in Hausaland gave them an
opportunity to set up seven small states
centered around termed as “Birni," or walled
cities. In these cities the Hausa developed
techniques of efficient administration,
consisting of a carefully organized fiscal
system and a highly arranged judiciary, that
earned them a reputation of integrity and
ability in administering Islamic law [13].

While their counterparty, the Fulanis
are also Muslims, consecutively, like the
Hausas, their origin is perhaps an open
question. Once nomadic people, or
Tuaregs, inhabited the southern edge of the
Sahara in central Africa. Most scholars
claim that the Fulanis are related to the
Phoenicians, or place related origin in
shepherds of Mauritania that were looking
for new pastures. Irrespective of their origin,
the Fulanis are known to have arrived in the
Hausa society in the early 13th century.
Simultaneously, they intermarried with the
Hausas, and have mostly adopted the
latter's customs, traditions, and language,
although some Fulanis preserve their
ancestral background of culture, customs,
and language by retaining a nomadic life
and traditional beliefs [14].

Yoruba

The Yorubas are a mixture of both
Christians/Muslims, living in southwestern
Nigeria united by their common belief that
Ife is their place of origin, and the Oni of Ife
is their spiritual leader. Their ancient
mythology holds that Oduduwa created the
earth and that the royal houses of the
Yoruba kingdoms could trace their ancestry
back to the same Oduduwa. Yoruba society
is organized into different kingdoms, the
greatest of which was called the Oyo. The
Oyo Empire collapsed in the 1830s, when
Afonja, broke away from the other Yoruba
culture and lost his empire to the Fulanis.
This incident occurred in close temporal
proximity to the Fulani Jihad, although it
was not associated with it. Through the rise
of religion, both Islam and Christianity
spread to Yorubaland over the past few
centuries, the group embraced both faiths
alongside its wide traditional and animist
beliefs. This blend and acceptance of
religion survive in modern society and has
avoided some religious conflict in places
where Yoruba form the majority [14].

Igbo
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The Igbo, considered to be the main
ethnic group in southeastern Nigeria, their
origins are completely unknown, as they
claim to be from about nineteen assorted
places. They do maintain an "indigenous
home," thus the belt of forest in the country
to the east of the Niger Valley. This home
was established to avoid the inflow of
Fulani's annual slave raids, which were
conducted on cavalry that were unable to
explore very deeply in the forest. The Ibo
thus generally inhabited inaccessible areas,
although during the 19th century, they
began to assert ancestral claims to Nri
town, "the heart of the Ibo nationality” [15].
The Ibo tribe formed a society that was
fascinating in its decentralization, citing their
largest societal unit as the village, where
every extended family managed its
individual affairs without being dictated to by
any higher authority. As the chiefs existed,
they also held very restricted political power
and only local jurisdiction. The villages were
democratic in nature, as the government of
the local community was the concern of all
who lived in it. The discovery of large oil
reserves near Igboland in the early 1960s
plus the restructuring of regions caused
many in the group to fear the effect of being
cut out of revenues from the country's
natural resources. In 1967, an Igbo
secessionist movement in Biafra state led to
a 30-month war with the Nigerian
government, in which hundreds of
thousands of Igbos starved to death. In the
post-war years, lgbos were reintegrated into
Nigerian society, but in a more marginalized
role [16].

Minor Nigerian Tribes

The remaining 30 percent of Nigeria’s
population are categorized to be the
minority, hence the major tribes out
shadowed them in number. These minority
ethnic groups consist of Kanuri, the Nupe,
ljaw, Tiv, Efik/Ibibio, Urhobo along with other
hundreds of tribes.

ljaw

The ljaw people are the fourth largest
ethnic group in Nigeria, they live mostly in
the Niger Delta region of Nigeria, with
significant number of populations in
Bayelsa, Delta, and Rivers (states in
Nigeria). Many ljaw are found as migrant
fishermen inside assorted camps as far as
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west of Sierra Leone and as far east as of
Gabon. They account for about 1.8% of the
Nigerian population according to CIA
Factbook [14]. Historically, they are believed
to have long lived in locations near many
sea trade routes, and they were well
connected to other areas through trade as
early as the late 14th and early 15th
centuries.

Kanuri
The Kanuri people are found mostly in
northeastern  Nigeria.  Likewise, their

population is believed to be approximately
4% of Nigeria or around 4,000,000. Kanuri
people are predominately Muslims. Kanuri
people include several subgroups and could
easily be identified by different names in
some regions. The Kanuri language was the
major language of the Bornu Empire and
stil  remains a major language in
southeastern Niger, and in northeastern
Nigeria and northern Cameroon, while in
Chad it is limited to a handful of speakers in
urban centers. The Kanuri, originally
pastoral people, they were one of many
Nilo-Saharan groups indigenous to the
Central South Sahara, beginning
propagating around Lake Chad in the late
seventh (7th ) century and absorbing
indigenous Nilo-Saharan, Niger-Congo, and
Chadic (Afro-Asiatic) speakers. Based on
the Kanuri tradition, Sef, son of Dhu Ifazan
of Yemen, arrived in Kanem in the ninth
century and united the population which led
to the formation of the Sayfawa dynasty.
This tradition, however, is likely a product of
later Islamic influence, reflecting the
association with their Arabian origins under
the Islamic era. Evidence of indigenous
state formation in the Lake Chad area dates
back to circa 800 BCE at Zilum [17].

Tiv

The ethnic group known as Tiv is
popular for its agricultural produce and the
trading of its agricultural produce. This is
one of the only sources of income for the
tribe. The Tiv tribe all trace their ancestry
back to an ancient individual named Tiv,
who had two sons. Some Tiv people identify
as Christians, proven even less as Muslim.
The traditional religion of Tiv, based on
manipulations of forces by humans who
have been entrusted by a creator God,
remains strong within the Tiv people. This
tribe only makes up 3.5% of the Nigerian
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population, as so, they fall under the
minority ethnic groups within the country
[14].

Ibibio

This ethnic group is mostly found in
southeastern Nigeria, they possess an
excellent verbal history which passed down
from one generation to another. These
people have lived in this part of Nigeria for
several hundred years. The Ibibios are
approximately 4.5 million in population
which is equivalent to 3.5% of the
population of Nigeria. Ibibio people in the
region also requested (from the British
Crown) to become their own sovereign state
within Nigeria (pre-independence). As of
Today, Ibibio predominantly identifies
themselves as Christian. Ibibio has an
outstanding artistic culture, and they are
acclaimed to be makers of intricate wooden
masks and carvings [14].

Although the smaller ethnic groups of
Nigeria that are termed as the minority are
hundreds in number, this study didn't
present all, but some are among the top and
most popular. Among those minor ethnic
groups, some have predominantly been
living in modern-day Nigeria, while others
immigrated since the early age. Nigeria is
blessed with huge ethnic groups that each
has its individual ancestorial history, culture,
and tradition, but the consequence of
colonization brought all of them together
into answering a single name of “Nigerian”.

Discussion

Nature of Nigeria’s multiethnic society

Despite the difference in ethnic
background, culture, tradition and language
of all the hundreds of ethnic groups found in
Nigeria, the people still live in harmony.
Although there are disagreements and
conflict between one tribe and another or
misunderstandings now and then. English is
the official language of Nigeria in view of the
country’s colonial history by the British. With
three major ethnic groups and languages in
the country, choosing a local language as
an official language would be an unending
dispute. Not only the difference in language,
but many scholars of social science also
argue that the several lines of difference
that Nigeria aligns are what make it hard for
the country to achieve National unity and
“Nationalism”. Hence, a person may choose
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to identify him/herself with his ethnic
background, regional background, or even
religion affiliation before answering the
name “Nigerian”. One of the major factors
militating against an ideal national identity
and integration is the heterogeneity of the
ethnic groups that made up Nigeria and the
interethnic jostling for the control and
distribution of national wealth. On ethnicity,
many scholars write that Nigeria is such a
multiethnic,  linguistic, and  religious
community, where traditional social
structure as well as the imposed western
and oriental ones provides such a mosaic
effect that to call it a pluralistic society
sounds like an understatement [4].

1914 Amalgamation of
northern/southern British protectorate

The colonial rule of the British in the
Nigerian soil started not just as a single
Nigeria or the Nigeria we know that has four
geo-political zones and 36 states, but rather
as four different regions of north, south,
east, and west. Simultaneously, it became
what was known as “Northern and Southern
Protectorates”. In 1914, Southern Nigeria
was joined with the Northern Nigeria
Protectorate to form the single colony
known as Nigeria. The unification was done
for economic reasons and the colonial
administration sought to use the budget
surpluses in Southern Nigeria to offset this
deficit [18]. M.l Onyobor stated in his work
that the British colonial political strategy of
“divide and rule” which was aimed at
introducing the legacy of transforming the
existing flexible and fluid identity relation
between the various ethnic groups in
Nigeria to one based on rigidity was a clear
indication of their double barrel intention. He
also added that until 1914 the colonial
masters ruled Nigeria not as Nigeria, but as
disparate nations at least four: the colony of
Lagos and three protectorates; the West,
the East, and the North [4]. This was so
distinct to the extent that the national
frontier was demarcated between these.
Even an agreement was signed and
rigorously implemented that hindered any
southern penetration to Christianize the
North. This shows that the country is not
just homogenous looking at just ethnic
differences but also religiously and
regionally.

1967 Civil War and The Biafra
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The 1967 Nigerian civil war was the
first event that critically made Nigeria realize
that it's ethnically plural and showed how
important ethnic tolerance and diversity are
to the nation. The Civil War took place
between 1967 and 1970, pitting Nigeria's
federal government against the secessionist
state of Biafra. Factors such as ethnic
tensions, economic disparities, and
educational gaps played a significant role in
igniting  this  conflict, resulting in an
estimated death toll ranging from 500,000 to
3,000,000 individuals [19]. The origin of this
civil conflict can be traced back to the
colonial consolidation of the Northern
Protectorate, Lagos Colony, and Southern
Nigeria  Protectorate in  1914. This
amalgamation aimed to  streamline
administration, given the close proximity of
these regions. However, it overlooked the
cultural and religious disparities among the
populace. Consequently, the quest for
political and economic dominance
intensified underlying tensions. The war
portrayed challenges within pan-Africanism
during the early stages of African
independence from colonial rule, proving
that the diverse nature of African people
may present obstacles to achieving
common unity [16]. Undeniably, each region
in Nigeria has a long particular history of
origin and its formation, not forgetting that
each of the regions has its particular
religion, culture, and way of life. The
colonial masters might have been aware of
this issue and expected something related
to ethnic violence to rise after independence
since there wasn'’t any reliable form of ruling
or unity advocates that could support
diversity. The post-independence era of
Nigeria was set as institutionalization and
consolidation of the country, but most of the
manifestations laid are supporting the ethnic
differences and not eliminating it. The
President's endeavor to convene a
conference aimed at resolving Nigeria's
constitutional future was halted following a
succession of ethnic massacres in October
1966. The federal military government
issued a decree that divided the four
regions into 12 states, with 6 in the north
and 3 in the east, aiming to diminish the
influence of the regions. On May 30, 1967,
an army officer Lieutenant Colonel Ojukwu
announced the secession of the three states
comprising the Eastern region, forming the
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Republic of Biafra. This move was seen by
Nigeria's federal government as an act of
rebellion, sparking fighting that erupted in
early July. Within a matter of weeks, the
situation escalated into a full-blown civil war.
The beginning of the final collapse of Biafra
commenced on December 24, 1969, with
the initiation of a significant offensive by
federal troops. Biafra faced severe
shortages of ammunition, its populace was
in dire need of food, and its territorial control
had dwindled to one-sixth of its original
extent from 1967. On January 11, 1970,
Ojukwu fled to Cote d’lvoire, followed by a
formal surrender of a Biafran delegation in
Lagos four days later, marking the
conclusion of the Republic of Biafra. The
then head of state Gen. Yakubu Gowon
bring together the opposing factions,
resulting in the successful reintegration of
the former Biafran states into Nigeria. The
aftermath of the war is a dire sign for
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Nigeria to understand how sensitive its
nature of plurality is, which led to the
creation of many national unity programs
like the National Youth Service Corps
(NYSC), the formation of Unity Schools in
every state, and the federal character
commission among others. Several studies
indicate that in areas characterized by a
unique cultural or political background,
ethno-regional and national identities are
often viewed as mutually exclusive [12]. To
foster national unity in Nigeria and support
the development of sustainable democracy,
Umaru et el. recommended Instilling the
concept of unity in diversity into the minds of
Nigerians, especially the youth and children,
by integrating it into the curriculum of
primary and secondary schools nationwide
through practical means such as drama
[20]. Such initiatives are the main objectives
of NYSC and unity schools, and Nigeria
needs more of such initiatives.

Distribution of ethnic groups in Nigeria in 2018

Other 24.7%

« ljaw/lzon 1.8%
« Ibibio 1.8%
Kanuri/Beriberi 2.4%

Tiv 2.4%

= Fulani 6%

Igbo (lbo) 15.2%

Addiional Information:

Nigeria; 2018

Source

) Statista 2024

—

- Hausa 30%

«Yoruba 15.5%

Source: Extracted from Statista.

Figure 2 — A pie chart, showing Nigerian ethnic groups in percentage

1999 and the return of democracy

The year 1999 recorded Nigeria’s full
successful return to democracy in the fourth
republic in a historic election. Nigeria's
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democratic history has been marked by a
complex and often turbulent interaction with
its military. Almost half of its time as an
independent nation has been spent under
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military governance rather than civilian
leadership. Since gaining independence in
1960, three republics have been toppled by
military coups. Interestingly, two out of the
four democratically elected presidents
during Nigeria's fourth republic previously
held positions as military dictators. The
winner of the 1999 Nigeria presidential
election Gen. Olesegun Obasanjo also once
ruled as a military head of state [21]. The
coming back of democracy in the country
was not just a celebration event, but an
event full of uncertainties for a country full of
ethnic divide issues. While democracy has
yet to significantly improve living standards
for the majority of Nigerians, it remains the
sole governmental structure capable of
fostering hope by accommodating Nigeria's
diverse array of religions, ethnicities, and
political traditions within its sizable
population [22]. The advent of democracy in
Nigeria in 1999 provided an avenue for the
expression of long-suppressed ethnic
grievances that had accumulated during

years of authoritarian military rule.
Consequently, various ethno-nationalist
movements emerged, resulting in

insurgencies such as those seen in the
Niger Delta under the banner of the
Movement for the Emancipation of Niger
Delta (MEND), the resurgence of calls for
Biafra championed by the Movement for the
Actualization of Sovereign State of Biafra
(MASSOB), ongoing ethnic conflicts in the
middle belt, recurrent religious unrest and
Sharia-driven riots in the North, and the
escalating activities of the Odudua People’s
Congress (OPC) in the west. These
organizations operate largely outside the
legal framework, and the state's response
often exacerbates tensions. This situation is
exacerbated by the weak institutional
framework inherited from the military era,
which hampers comprehensive efforts to
address these challenges within the context
of Nigeria's federal structure [23]. Realizing
that the gap is there and filling the gap is the
main action needed by Nigeria, as the
nation is plural ethnically, and then
supporting unity through programs and
institutions that showcase nationalism is the
answer to the multiethnic nature of Nigeria.

Recommendation

The best catch for countries with such
a huge gap in ethnic unity, scholars of
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sociology outlined some remedies to imply
in other to foster unity between the assorted
tribes or ethnic groups living in a particular
society. One of those ideas is the creation of
national unity programs or initiatives.
Although Nigeria has a few of such
programs, (which are mostly introduce by
the administration of general Yakubu Gowon
in the early 1970s, after the country’s civil
war). Programs like the National Youth
Service Corps (NYSC), and Unity schools
across the country in every state. The
NYSC scheme was created in a bid to
reconstruct, reconcile, and rebuild the
country after the Nigerian Civil War. The
unfortunate antecedents in our national
history gave impetus to the establishment of
the National Youth Service Corps by decree
No.24 of 22nd May 1973 which stated that
the NYSC was being established "with a
view to the proper encouragement and
development of common ties among the
youths of Nigeria and the promotion of
national unity" [24]. Thus, those programs
help in accomplishing the objectives of their
foundation, but Nigeria still needs more of
such initiatives. B.G Nsereka noted that
multiculturalism and cross-cultural
communication could be antioxidants to
Nigeria's multiethnicity. He mentioned that
“understanding the folklore of Nigeria cross-
culturally, can help promote national
integration. The culture of people is usually
reflected in its folklore. Folklore is the
traditional art, literature, knowledge, and
practice that is disseminated largely through
oral communication and behavioural
patterns” [25]. Moreover M. | Onyibor stated
existentialism could create and bring unity
spirit among Nigerian tribes. He wrote:
“..existentialism as a philosophy for
achieving national identity and integration is
based on the assumption that it has an
inbuilt ontological and moral dimension that
holds the key to the resolution of national
identity and crisis of integration in a
multiethnic society” [4]. For filling the gap
Nigeria needs to create more programs that
advocates for National unity to unite the
ethnic groups.

Conclusion

In a review form, let's finalize the
subject matter studied in this article. No
objection one would easily concur with the
fact that Nigeria is a multiethnic state,
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looking at how diverse it is with a high
number of different ethnic groups which
individually trace their separate origin and
differ from one another in language, culture,
and religion. Over 70% of the Nation's
population is categorized as the ethnic
majority (Hausa, Yoruba and Igbo), and
30% are identified as the ethnic minority,
which includes hundreds of smaller tribes
and ethnic groups. Further, we see how
modern politics drag more lines in making
the country more ethnically diverse, as one
may be identified as northerner, southerner,
easterner, or westerner in addition to the
state of origin. As a pluralistic society,
Nigeria rolls a dice of ethnic politics with the
citizens only tracing the dots of ethnic
background before answering the name of
Nigerians. Scholars relate the achievement
of unity in Nigeria mostly with governance,
democracy, freedom and fairness. This
study proposed that Nigerian ethnic groups

References

1.List of Ethnic groups

in Nigeria 1

Ne2 (89) 2024

and tribes could attain unity and address
division by putting nationalism first before
ethnicity through laying more national unity
programs including initiatives that will
support multiculturalism and cross-cultural
communication. As this paper is studied by
gathering secondary data with relevant
literature and the author’s observation,
future studies should focus on conducting
quantitative analysis to understand Nigeria's
unity programs and unity institutions like the
Federal Character Commission to study
how people feel and perform, through
surveys and questionnaires with alternate
hypothesis. The null hypothesis in this study
is that National unity could be attained in
Nigeria by establishing unity programs as
well as infiltrating existentialism spirit into
the population to let Nigerians drop their
ethnic background and pick up National
identity.

Wikipedia. -

(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of ethnic_groups_in_Nigeria).

2. Atubi O. F. Value Education in a Pluralistic Society: The Role of Social Studies / O.F.Atubi //
Nigerian Journal of Social Studies. - VOL. 24(1). - April, 2021. - PG 4.

3. Akinyetun T. Identity and Identity Politics in Nigeria: A Reflection on the Indicators / T. Akinyetun
// Drustvene i humanistiCke studies.- May 2021. - Pg 263-270.

4. Onyibor M. National Identity and Crisis of Integration in Multi-Ethnic Nigeria: An Existentialist
Perspective / M. Onyibor // Open Journal of Philosophy. — 2016. - vol. 6. - pp. 1-12. - doi:

10.4236/0jpp.2016.61001.
5. Spisok

etnicheskikh grupp

\ Nigerii 1 Vikipediya. -

(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of ethnic_groups_in_Nigeria).

6. Mamdani M. Define and Rule: Native as Political Identity / M. Mamdani // USA: Harvard
University Press. - 2012. - ISBN 978-0-674-05052-5. Hardcover, 154 pp.

7. MNnopanuctnyeckoe obwectso // Bukuneawns. - (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plural_society).

8. Morris-Hale W. Conflict and Harmony in Multi-Ethnic Societies: An International Perspective / W.

Morris-Hale // New York: Peter Lang. - 1997.

9. Aghamelu F.C., H.C. Multiculturalism and The Problem of National Integration: A Perspective of
Godfrey / F.C. Aghamelu, H.C. Obinabo // OZUMBA'’S INTEGRATIVE HUMANISM. - 2018.
10. Marcel M. National and our identity / M.Marcel // Open Journal of Society. — 2016. - vol. 6. - pp.

11-19.

11. Morris H. S. Some Aspects of the Concept Plural Society / H.S. Morris // Man. — 1967. - vol. 2. -

no. 2. - pp. 169-184. — (https://doi.org/10.2307/2799485).

12. Brigevich A., Oritsejafor E. Ethnic versus national identity and satisfaction with democracy: The
decline of the ethnic cleavage in Nigeria? / A. Brigevich, E. Oritsejafor // Regional & Federal Studies. —
2022. - pp. 1-32. — (https://doi.org/10.1080/13597566.2022.2128339).

13. The Hausa People // Britannica. — (https://www.britannica.com/topic/Hausa). - Retrieved

January 2024,

14. Rakov S. A. Ethnicity in Nigeria / S.A. Rakov // Vassar College '92 (English 32, Fall 1990). —

(https://www.postcolonialweb.org/nigeria/ethnicity.html).

15. Nigeria’s Ethnic Diversity and Population: Embassy of Nigeria in Stockholm // Sweden. —

(https://nigerianembassy.se/country/nigeria-hitory/).

16. The Nigerian Civil War // Wikipedia. — (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nigerian_Civil_War).
17. The Kanuri People // Wikipedia. — (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kanuri_people). - Retrieved

January 2024.



MEMJEKETTIK BACKAPY XXOHE MEMJIEKETTIK KbISMET Ne2 (89) 2024

18. Barkan J. D., Gboyega A., Stevens M. "State and Local Governance in Nigeria". Public Sector
and Capacity Building Program: Africa Region / J.D. Barkan, A. Gboyega, M. Stevens // The World Bank.
- August 2, 2001. - p. 1. - March 6, 2011.

19. Kirk-Greene A. H. M., Falola T., Luebering J.E. Nigerian Civil War // Encyclopedia Britannica. —
(https://www.britannica.com/topic/Nigerian-civil-war). - Retrieved April 12, 2024.

20. Karofi U. A. National Unity: A Catalyst for Sustainable Democracy in Nigeria // Developing
Country Studies. - 2015.

21. Olusegun Obasanjo // Wikipedia. — (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Olusegun_Obasanjo).-
Retrieved January 2024.

22. Democracy in Nigeria I Chatham House. -
(https://www.chathamhouse.org/2022/06/democracy-nigeria).

23. Ebenezer O.0., Olumuyiwa O.F. Federalism, Military Legacies and the Restructuring Debate in
Contemporary Nigeria/ O.0. Ebenezer, O.F. Olumuyiwa. - December 2018.

24, National Youth Service Corps (NYSC) /I About the  scheme. -
(https://www.nysc.org.ng/nysc2/About).

25. Nsereka B.G. Multiculturalism in Nigeria as a Factor in Promoting National Integration through
Cross-Cultural Communication / B.G. Nsereka // INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF INNOVATIVE
RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT. — 20109. - vol. 8. - no. 1. - pp. 55-61.

NMOPATNUCTIK KOFAMHbIH T¥XXbIPBIMOAMACHI: HUFEPUSA TAUMATNAPbIHA LLUONY

Skacaut BALUUP AJINIO, an-®apabu ambiHOarbl Ka3aK yimmeblK yHU8epcUmemiHiH ¢bunocoghusi xoHe
cascammaHy ¢hbakynbmemi, Anmamsl, Ka3zakcmaH, Bashirayakasai@gmail.com, ORCID ID:
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6088-3963.

KOHLUENUKUA NNIOPANTMCTUYECKOIO OBLLUECTBA: O630P HUFEPUUCKUX MNEMEH
Skacaii BALUUP AJTUIO, cpakynbmem ¢punocogpuu u rnonumosioauu KasHY um. Anb-®apabu, Anmamel,
Kasaxcman, Bashirayakasai@gmail.com, ORCID ID: https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6088-3963.

82


mailto:Bashirayakasai@gmail.com
mailto:Bashirayakasai@gmail.com

